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VOTES FOR WOMEN
Oklahoma Woman Suffrage Association
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To the Voters of Cklshoma:

The women of Cklahoma ssk the men of ocur

State to suéport with their votes the petition for an amenfument to
the Constitution, etriking out the word "mele® ir the clauce defin-
ing the qualifiecetione for voting.

We ack thet women be ellowed to vete oo egual terme with mep
beccuse women need the ballot egually with men for the protection
of their interests, #nd because it is o conceded fect {kat the intere
st of eny claess of peopls can be hetter protected when possessing
power to protect itself, This 1is The itrue appliﬂatiém of that

fundamental principle of our goverrmentTthet governwments derive

their QQSt powers Trom the consent of the governed,"

We women of Oklanoma esk our fathers, brothers, hustandés znd
sons to ceconsider by what right tney vote, znd where they sscured the
power to determine whether & woman shall be clothed with the dignity
and rseponsibility of citizenship which they enjoy, or whether her
ovinions shell remain, to the dighonor of the wtste, classed baneful
with thoee of eriminals, useless with those of 1diots and the insane,
and irresponsible with thoce of minors.

4 woman's title to vote is identicel with a man's title to wote,

den in the United States vote for the simple reescn thet thney live
-1—




under & form of government which declares taxation without reprecen-
tetion to be tyranny, and that power +1is derived by consent of the
peopla, 1In such & government the hallot beecmse the synbol through
which these principlies are expressed. 4isk yourselves two questions,-
Are wonen taxed? and ave womon governedt end it becomes apparent

that the women's tifle to vote in our bcasted self-government is
identical with that of men., Then,lcgicelly, Low can any men cast

an horest vote to the contrary, ané proclaim faith and allegiance to
the Awericen prineiples of goverpnent?

ke ask your vote in Tavor of conferring citizenship on the
worten of our Ztate, since we believe the nation 1s imperiled because
of the trend of 8ll legislation towarés commercislism, which necescari-
ly results from the apinions of men slone cryetalizing intc law. .any
evils of vital interst to the life of the nation are demanding that
women be granted power to co-overate with me for the best protection
of the home and child,-not the leasl of whick questions are those of
child-slavery and white 8lave traffic.

We beg to call-yonr‘attentio& to Ltre great changes brought ahout.
through inventions. Under ¢ conditicu terwed "Madkem vndidtrislisg
end which has invaded the woman's sphere,"the home?, the work of
women in the home has besﬁ translferred to the milis, factceries,
stores and offices. 8o, inturn, ihe home commodities formerly made
under the watehfunl supervisicr of the women in the home, are returned
frem the marts of the werld, amd the cosly safeguard from dicesce and
death recsts upon the corsciontious responsiblility of the oificisl
whose duty it is to care for the public's interest, It would seem,
therefore, gelf-svident thet 1f vomer are to be sble tc protect

themselves, and conserve the hect inpterects of the home, they must
-2-




be accorded the ballot to help‘cho&se these officilals,

Recognizing the hamllot es the only effective weapon of omr
dey and genevztion for the protecticn of the women of all classes,

wo gubnit a2 elsssified list of the women in Oklehoms who need ths

-

“ballot, endé & few ressons why they need it,
{Flalema wonen vant to vote, because

1: VOITE ARE CITIZEYS, snd they need the ballot to necomplish their
civic dutiss.

2: WORKIhG ¢ Qﬁ%@.n&eﬁ the ballot to enforece thre & COUHBRLITUZLCY,
thez temands for shorter working houvrs, equal pay for
equal wark. better sanitery conéitione to work urder,
cofe-guarded mashinery, ote,

&1 HOLEVMLZEZRZ, nesd the ballo!t ir order to influence the outside
conditiops which today control the home, tuch as Boarde
of Weslth, Tosrds of Téucation, the food supply, the water
rates; in short, to influence mumicipal politics whose
aetivitips deal almest exclasively with the™woman"s sphere,”

AOTHERE, nead the ballet in order to control acrsl cenditions, sné
wage eifective war upon the powers of evil wihien revel in
the debsveking of youth,

TEACTEYRS, read the ballot to Fit thes to taneck the ideals of citi-
zonghip. The state needs thelr trained intelligence,
hecance they vepressnt the most veluable public officials
in the employ of the State-"3i{ate Ipthers™, as uhay hava
baen justly tarmaed.

PROPNIGTIOYAT, AT RUSTUIVAR WO :“3, neea the bellet to secure for them-
gelves falr opportuniltlec in tnglr:raspectivs callings.

THE %0Med OF THE FAPY, neede iiae vote hecause she 1 interested in
zo0d rogds, ccod eﬁ‘ub'*, tax levier, sné the best corndi-
ticns for xhe rural dictrict. <he would double the {armer
vote, Two gocf  votes vwiere bul one volte now existe,

TRYODAY TN TCLEH, need the ballof o wvroteet thelr property interests,

ATONOTEY, meed Lo vote for the sale of their cen self-regrect, end
in order to command the respect of others. Dlisiranchisement
mepns Gegrafation, asard no juggliag with worde nor the utter-
ing of the usual platitudes can slter this interpretation,

ALL 4EE, need to confer the ballot on women today to jugrmfy their
advocecy for & "sguare deal, Therefore, men cof (itlahona,
in the interszt of acgor&ing the women of our state o

-
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"gguere deal", we ack you to srm then equally with yeurselves
with the weapor of civili: atzan, the Bsilot, and
tepethar let ue wore wer for hamen hatiarmeﬂt -and

indfcate ovur netionsl prineivles oy givicg te the
state of Jalahama & “gavernment of the neaﬁle, by
*hﬂ poople and for the people,“iuvr women are peap}a.

Fe ¢logs thic earpest epveal Jor gour vole by emliing te yeur
sttentier the ¢otndveion of thet enveesl siudent, puilecopher ané
writer, CTharlees Hireeley, vhko t21d (™ire pripeipel ceuse of the
Teilure of sc nmarny marrifMesrt scohemes, social, iﬁllvlﬁﬁw, raligious,
whick hnve followed cach other, sge niter ape, hes been this: that
in glmoet every cano they huve lgoored the xighle end povere of cnew

¥21% tte humen race, ngnely, wooaaen,

Citlghome Tomer (uifrace Lssocistion.
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