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PLEASE REFER TOINITIAL 7 ~ "™ P 4 9

To the Secretary of State,

City.

Dear Sir:

Receipt is acknowledged of your communication
enclosing copies of joint resolutions passed by the
.Legislatures of 1915 and 1916, proposing amendments to
the Constitution of the State, together with proposed
ballot titles for the submission of such proposed amend-
ments and requesting this office in the event such ballot
titles are not approved, to prepare ballot titles to cone
form to cach 6? such proposed amendments, We submit
herewith ballot titles to be used by you in the submission
of these smendments as follows:

S®@ g2  SENATE JOINT RESOLUTION OR BILL #6, THE 1916 LEGISLATURL,
To this proposed amendment the Legislature has pre-
scribed a ballot title in Section 3 of said resolution, which
ballot title must be used in the submission of this proposed

amendment and also in connection with the preparation of

this ballot the form preseribed by the Legislature must be

strictly followed,




Segretary of State-2
Y
1».%7  SENATE JOINT RESOLUTION #12, APPROVED MARCH 13, 1915,
To this resolution the following hallot title is

adopted:

The gist of this proposition is to repeal section
12a of article 10 of the Constitution, which section
provides that all taxes collected for the maintensnce
of the common schools of the state and which are
levied upon the property of any public service cor-
poration operating in more than one county in the
8tate shall be paid Into the common school fund and
diatributed as are other common school funds of the
8 ate- '

50 0\ SENATE JOINT RESQLUTION #16, APPROVED MARCH 11, 1915.
For this proposed amendment the following ballot title
is prepared:

An smendment abolishing county court and vesting
Jurisdiction of county court, including probate
matters, in district court; district court to have
original jurisdiction in all civil and criminal
matters whatever, except where Legislature heree-
after confers exclusive jurisdiction on some other
court; clerk of district court appointed by and
holding at pleasure of judge and to exercise such
judicial power as Legislature may provide; district
Judge ineligible to become candidate for office
during his term except to succeed himself, Amend-
ment to become effective second Monday of January, 1917,

The following ballot title is prepared to be used in
connection with the submission of Senate Joint Resolution
sa %! wo. 18, Approved March 11, 1915:

Proposed amendment to Constitution providing for
congolidation of supreme and criminal court of appeals
as now constituted, with an additional justice, and
as consolidated to be known as the Supreme Court of
Oklahoma, Said court to sit in divisions af at least
three justices; one Criminal Division to which appeals
in eriminal cases shall be taken; authorizing Legis-
lature to provide for nomination and election and nay
reduce or increase the number of Justices of said
court and change the districts; appeals t0 be limited;
relates also to rules of practice, decisions and
organization of the court,




Secretary of State=3

SQéﬁi SENATE JOINT RESOLUTION #22, APPROVED MARCH 11, 1915
The ballot title is as follows:

Proposed amendment to Section 19, Article 2, Con-
stitution, providing that juries in courts of
record other than county court, shall consist of

men, excepi in capital cases to consist of 12
men; Jjuries in county court and courts not of
record to consist of 6 men; in all civil cases
and otiminal cases less than felonies, three-
fourths of jury may renderx verdict; also that
Legislature may provide for rendering final
Judgment in the appellate court without remanding
cause for retrial by jury as to the facts,

sq ©> SENATE JOINT RESOLUTION #20, APPROVED MARCH 30, 1915.
The ballot title is as follows:

Proposed amendment to Section 27, Article 10, Cone
stitution relating to limitations upon indebtedness
of Incorporated cities and towns, limite such
municipalities as to indebtedness in addition %o .
the amount allowed under Section 26, Article 10,
Constitution, to only 5 per cent of the assessed
valuation of the property therein, for the purpose
of purchasing, constructing or repairing municipal-
owned public utilities; such additional indebtedness
to be authorized by assent of three-fiftas of the
qualified, property taxpaying voters at an election,
and this limitation not to include indebtedness
incurred under Section 27, Article 10, prior to
adoption of this amendment,

soW  sENATE JoImT RESOLUTIQN #27, APPROVED MARCH 30, 1915.
The ballot title is as follpwe:

This proposed amendment to the Constitution reduces
the salary of the Clerk of the Supreme Court to
$2500,00 instead of $3000.00 as now provided; clerk
to be appointed by the Supreme Court; and constitutes
the clerk ex officio olerk of any other appellate
courts in the state; amendment to be effective second
Monday in January, 1919,

o Bw HOUSE JOINT RESOLUTION #1, APPROVED MARCH #0, 1915,

The ballot title is as follows;
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Secretary of Statewt

Proposed amendment to Section 7,
Article 23, Constitution, authorizing the
Legislature to pravide for compulsory or
elective compensation by the employer to
the employe€in case of death, permanent or
partial disability and to create the machinery
for the administration of such workmen's oz
employees' compensation fund,

HOUSE JOINT RESOLUTION #17, APPROVED MARCH 30, 1915.
The ballot title is as follows:

Proposed amendment to Section 21, Article
10, of the Constitution creating e state tax
commission of three members to adjust or assess
and equalize the valuation of real and personal
property between counties and assess all railroad
and public mervice corporation-property and to
exercise suth other powers relating to taxation
68 may be prescribed by the Legislature. Aboliahes
State Board of Equalization as now constituted,

Very truly,
For the Attorney General,

. v,
T4
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:}itm_,.-ﬂ\* P4 /wa i 3%;{
0B-St Assistant Attorney General.




SENATE JOINT RESOLUTION Number 16.

Resgolution proposing an amendment to Sectlon 10 of Article 7

of the Oonatitu%ion of this Btate.

Arguments against the adoption of the above named Joint Resolu-

tion, by P. 8. Nagle.

Every move made by the Democratic Pariy since Statehood has
been toward the centralization of power, and the assassination
of the Initiative Referendum and the destruction“Qf>fundamenta1
democracy., ” | |

Examine this Senate Joint Resolution Number 17.

It'destroys the pecplefs court. The court nearsst the pe@ple
having any extended jurisdiction is the Probalie and County Court.

It abolishes this court and vests the power i@/; Distridt Judge

who may not be a reslident of the county. Thelintent of the law is
to denrive the Republicane and Socialists from electing any ju-
dicial officers in this state with any extended jurisdiction. If

a county 1s Republican or Socialist it will bé dttachgd,by the ma-
chine that controls the state, toc countiles that are DemocTatic.
This Democratic Judge is given power to appoint his own clerk and
this clerk 1s given judicial power. To what extent is he given ju-
dicial power? The Amendment says "The clerk may execute such ju-
dicial power as the Legislaturﬁ/&ay provide." Here we have an ap-
pointed clerk who may be clothéd by the Legislature with the powers
of the Supreme Court.

The centralized machine that rules this gtate through fraud and
force expects, through the adoption of this Amendment, to centralize
the power of issuing the writ of habeas corpus into the hands of
District and Supreme Judges. Aes long as we have County Judges and
Probate Judges they have the power to issue the writ of habeas corpus.
Abolish these courts and you may be arrested and dragged from your
home, removed from your county, and even aeported from your state be-
cause there is no ome in your county who has the power to issue a
writ of habeas corpus. If yvou abolish the county court there will be-
imported into your county a petty tyrant --- the appointee of a Judge
“who resides in some other county and who is given Jurisdiction over

your estate after you are dead and jurisdiction over your children

while they are minors. This is a Williame . measure. Who is the chief



exponent of one maen power in this state?

Vote against 1t if you bheliasve in popular govennment.

<

g‘z

This is one of 2 seriss of nropossd amendments by the Willlams
caucus Legislative maghine, We are ruled in this state by a
majority of the minority.

The Democrats at the last election polled 105,000 votseg, the

v

Republicans 100,000 and the Socialiste approximately 5%%000 vetes.

The Democrats, however, by gerrymandering the state and through

i e -
gt
‘rly‘-‘-a

. & crooked eigction lawswh ve succseded in practically preventing

150,000 ¢ izens from h

K

5 The members of Lh#

ving any reprssentation in the Legislature.

eglslature go into a secret caucus and &

' \wmqgority of thaﬁ c@ucus binaa all members of the Legislature that

bflonw ’sc;/‘c_.v Dmmcurdblc:party. They then open the doors of the

Legialatmve Assem 1y and cru@r the sargent-at-armes to bring 1in the
Republicansg ¢nﬁ B0 PlalthG in order to¢ wzke the m=asure legal, and

write the m ndates of the caucus inte the laws of the Stats.

Thie—sweoiIme 1§ FoW SRl tt ing sOmé“éighf“ﬁrwtéﬁ amendmerts™
$0 the people., They “uu*~1 all.ba Xkilled as most of

o

thelr purnese the QEhtralization of DowsT.

Rebuke-the machine--and-vote-agains b sdd-the.anondsent s B
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ARGUMENT FAVORING ADOPTION OF
Constitutional Amendment Proposed by Senate Joint
Resolution No. 16 To be Voted on by the Peoples August,lst,
1016 Pl 2ecer Somr) *
W, M. Bickel, H; L; Carpenter, R. A. Keller, Joe A.
Edwards, Ve Jo Rlsen, Henry W. Sitton, E. E. Glasco Wash

Hudson.=--~- Joint Legislative Committee to Prepare Argument.

It is the purpose of this amendment to bring about
efficiency as well as economy in the administration of the
trial courts, By the abolishing of the county court and
vesting its jurisdietion in the district court duplication
of expense would be obviated. In addition the distrid court
being a court of record and original jurisdiction is a court
of more dignity and power than that of the county court,
and lawyers would make financial sacrifices in serving as
judge of the district court, when they would not be so
inclined to render such service for & county court, which
is a court of limited jurisdiction, at a financial sacri=
fice. ‘

Statistics show that a larger percent o cases trisd
in the county court are reversed by the Supreme Court than

P

¥ the district court, this being evidence that lawyers
eorat’
more experienced and of accurate training have sought the

honor of being Jjudge of the district cour¥’wﬁan the county
court, although in many instances there is ndfﬁuch differ-
ence in the compendation.

In a large part of the state there appears to be abso=
lutely no need for a county court, and the maintenance of the
county court in such parts of the state is an mnexcusable
burden upon the tax-payers. In other parts of the state,
where there is more probate business, there is moxre supp&rt
and sentiment for the wunty court, but if the probate busi=

ness can bhe handled as well or better in the dis trict court

-1—




in such sections of the state, as a matter of justice to the
other portions of the state tﬁat have no need for the county
court, this amendment should be voted for even in the sec-
tions where there is more probate business. |

Necessarily if this amendment is adopted more district
court districts will be established by the Legislature;
especially in that section of the stats where thers is so
much probate business. Under this amendment the district
judge selects the distriet clerk who holds office at his
pleasure. When the judge is elected, the people, through him,
elect the clerk, empowering the judgé to pass on his quali- )
fication, selesct and remove him at pleasure. The court elerk
in this stgte as a ruls and on an average draws a salary of
about two thousand dollars a year. With this office ap-
pointive a very efficient and capable man'azgh always be
secured. The fact is you can procurs asﬁgood a clerk by
appointment at two thousand dollars a year as you can as &
rule sscure by election at three thousand dollars a year.
The expense and harrassing of a campaign brings about this

hara ey

condition. Many well qualified and capable %2? are deterred
from seeking such places even at ample salaries where they
have to go through a primary and general campaign. Clerks
é:%:bﬁﬁgxercise any political discretion. Their duties are
merely ministerial. The judge, elected by the people,
is responsible to them for the administration of his office
and the clerk is an agency and a part of the court, subject
to direction of the court, and the court clerk for that
reason should be selected'by the judge.

Under this amendmnent the Legislature may authorize
the Clerk, under the supervision of the district judge,
to appoinf guardians, issue letters of administration and
exercise auch judiciél powers as are ordinarily exercised
by a probate judge, who, in many of the states, is not’re¥
guired to be a lawyer., The legislature is to provide“the

Qe




procedure of the clerk in exercising such power. In other
words, the clerk would do all detail work that is usually
done by a probate judge and be a kind of probate coammissioner
to the district judge under rules and regulations prescribed
by the legislature;

At the present time probate matters may be appealed from
the county court to the dis trict court and from the district
court to the Supreme Court. This amendment removes all this
circuitous machinsry and duplication of expanse; Contested
probate proceedings, under this amendment, should be placed
on the trial probate docket, but probate matters that were
not contested, where no pro%est had been filed, and the
legislature oﬁght to provide liberal procedurehfor filing
protests, exceptions and objections, would be handled by the
clerk, sﬁbject to the disapproval of the district judge at
any time. A technical or narrow procedurs should not be'
provided, but the legislature should provide a simple pro=-
cedure in the interest of justice, economy and efficiency.

By the adoption of this amendment offices are decreased
and efficiency, capacity and qualification in the change will
be promotsd. From the standpoint of efficiency, economy,
and satisfaction the approval of the paople of this amend-
ment should be had. |

The only courts contemplated by this amendment outside
of the pol ice ® urts of the cities is the justice of the
peace court, the district court and the supreme court. The
1egislature‘is permitted to increase or decrease the juris-
diction of the justice of the peace court. The district céurt
has jurisdiction of all cases whatever, civil and criminal,
but if it hereafter appears desirable and it appears that )
the justice of the peace should have exclus ive Jurisdiction
over petty cases, the Legislature may exclude that jurisdic-

tion from the diétrict court.

-3—




By this amendment the district courts are kept open

all the time as probate cuurts and in counties of sufficient
area and business will be kept open at all times for the
trial of cfivil and criminal cases. Under any event the
district courts, under this amendment, will be more available
at all times toﬂtry civil and criminal cases, and there will
not be any unreasonable delay in trying tho se charged with

the violation of the criminal laws, and civil cases can be

hastened to final trial and tsnmin&tion.
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ARGUMENT OPPOSING ADOPTION OF CONOTTTUTIONAL
AMENDMENT PROPOSED BY SENATE JOINT REZOLUTION IO, 16,
ENTITLED "A RESOLUTION PROPOSING AN AMENDMENT TO EClION 10
e OF ARTICLE 7 OF THE CONSTITUTION OF THIS STATE",
By WILLIAM M, FRANKLIN,
 As a member of the State Administration and'the’dominantvpafty in‘
this State and Nation; I assert that this proposgition isrpot an admin-
istration or a party measure and that the'people, including public offi-
cials, will take issue with reference thereto irrespective of party
affiliations. v _

While it is argued that the purpose of the proposed amendment ig ef-
ficiency and économy, let us see if the facts justify such conclusion
or whether the result that will likely obtain in case of the adoption
of the proposed amendment will work for the common good.,

WOULD RESULT IN NO ECONOMY

It is admitted in the argument in favor of the adoption of the pro-
posed amendment that if the amendment is adopted necessarily more ‘distr-
ict court districts would have to be established by the Legislature. Th-
salary of the addltlonal d1 trict Judge would be larger than the salari-
es paid to a county judge, and each district judge is gllowed by law a
stenographer who receives a salary that almost equals the salary paid toc
some of the county judges, There are twelve Jjurors required for the
district courts and only six required for county courts. A clerk would .
be appoihted to take tk place of the county judge in certain matters. He
would be given judicial powers and should have the ability that wquld
command the salary thatAa coﬁnty judge gets, Where would the saving be?

WOULD NOT RESULT IN MORE EFFICIENCY

Before_statehood‘we opposed longQranged government and plead for lo-
cal autonomy, Now it is proposed to destory one of the courts nearest
the people and one reason given is that the district court has more
"dignity" than the county court. To the people service is paramount to
"dignity". The common thingé of earth -- air; heat, light, water, etc.
-- are the most indispensable. More than the glare and the glitter, tbe
people need the uubstantlal practical things that tend to make them
happy and contented.: The district 583522 géiiéa proper place, It is
suggestéd‘that the district judges could make a better selection for
clerk (he may be brought from Kansas the day before he is appointed)
than-the people could. As a general rule an efficient person had rather
have an elective office than one filled by apﬁointment and be subject to
removal at any time, and, too, as a rule the people have made better

selections for elective offices than were made by the appointive power

in filling vacancies theréin. Will the people surrender their right to




select a public servant -- a»clerk for their own county -- an idea not
iﬂwacoord ﬁith the true demoératic spirit? Will the people strike down
‘qne of the courts nearest td them because it may be said that a superior
court may have more "dignity"? Recently the_Legislature increased the
advance cost deposit for the filing of cases in the Supreme Court of
this State. All know that it costs more to litigate their rights in the
higher courts than it does in inferior courts. Also, there is a tenden-
cy to prevent appeals where small amounts are invdved; that is, to say
to the man whobdoes not have much of this world's goods, no matter what
| Principle may be involved or howlbad he may feel aggrieved, he cannot
have his cause, becéuse of the smallness of théiamount involved, a&th-
ough it may be all he has, tried in a courtwvhere one more fortunate may
haVe his rights litigated, Who caﬂ determine the virus in an aét that
would‘strike down one of the courts nearest the people? President Wil-
son recently, in discussing the judiciary, said: "The inexpensiveness
of justice, the ready access of justice, is the greatest part of justice
itself. If you have to be rich to get justife, because of the very cost
of the process itself, then there is no justice at all,"

It is argued that appeals may be taken in probate matters from

county to district courts. Only a véry small percent-of such cases are
appealed to the district courts.
x The writ of Habeas Corpus is one of the most sacred rights secured
during the long climb up the ages, and the framers of our constitution
safeguarded_the sacred right by putting in our constitution the follow-
ing:

"In the absence of the judge of the district court from the
county, or in case of his disqualification or for any reason, the
county court, or Judge thereof, shall have power to issue wrlts N
of habeas corpuo in cases where the offense charged is within the
Jjurisdiction of the County court or any cother court or tribunal in-
ferior to said court,

There is not a district judge in every county.. Do &ou want to make the

courts less accessible and your rights less secure?

WOULD‘THROTTLE PEOPLE'S WILL AND DRAG COURTS
INTO UNNECESSARY POLITICAL CONTESTS

The proposition provides: “"The judges of the district court shall
not be eligible to become a candldate for any othggug'fh°1d vy oiﬁiﬁs
texm, except to succeed himself". If this had been the law in the past,
tWo»able district'judges would not have been elected as members of our
Supreme Court.m This proposition would place shackles upon the will of
_the people and prévent them from electing an able.and trustworthy dis-

trict judge to some other position than the one he occupies, even

thouigh the people might want him %o serve in some other capacity.



Of course, a district judge could resign and an inexperienced man could
be appointed to fill the vacancy, which might be for only a few months.
In some cases the district judge running for another position, as was
the case when Judge Brown ran for Justice of our Supreme Court, may not
have an opponent in the primary election. Why dispense with the services
of an able man, who may be elevated to another position, for several monthks,
on the grounds urged? Why ask the people to surrender such right? Ine- -
crease the cost of trials and abolish inferior courts and we will be
pursuing a crawfish-game of civilization. Again, suvrrender your right to
help select the clevrk for your county to a district judge, who is alsof
human, with human promptings and human emotions, and you will drag the
Judiciary into the political arena in the controversies that would fol-
low incident to the appointment of a clerk.

LET US NOT UNDERMINE OUR CONSTITUTICH.

A patriotic body of men -- some of our ablest and truest men --
after deliberating for months, studying all other constitutions and SY S =
tems of government, submitted as the fruit of their labo®s a constitution
that was adopted by the people and called, with pride, the "best ever".
If we have any doubts as to the merits of the proposed amendment, or as
to whether it is any part of 2 scheme to undermine our constitution,
mindful of the fact that the special interests have never been satisfied
with it, snould not our vote be "NO"? By our act let us say emphatically

that no monarchial idea shall be substituted in our state for the true
democratic idea that the people are the source of all power and authority

in government, and that we are not ready to abandon our motto "Let the
people rule."

After the French Revolution -- in its inception a protést against
despotism -~ the sovereigns of Tlurope formed what is krown in history as
the "Holy¥ Allisnce" for the suppresion of any reform or protest against
absolutism. There has been recently organized in our Nation a so-called
"Sound Government League" to oppese further progress towards democracy.
Recently our President said, "I deny you to show a single example in
history in which liberty and prosperity were ever handed down from above.
Prosperity for the great masses of mankind has never sprung out of the
soil of privilege." Again, he said, "The utility, the vitality, the
fruitage of life does not eome from the top to the bottom; it comes,
like the natural growth of a great tree, from the soil, up through
the trunk into the branches to the foliage and the fruit." He contends
that there is a "constent renewal of socieﬁy from the bottom" -- a “"rise
of sap from the bottom", and that there are evils in government to
be corrected by remedial legislation. He says that the "so-called
radicalism of our times is simpiy the effort of nature to release
the generous energies of our people . . . . . . . . . The flower

does not bear the root; but the root the flower. HEverything that

blooms in beauty in the air of heaven draws its fairness, its vigor,




from 1ts roots, Nothing living can blossom into fruitage unless
through stalks deep-planted in the common soil ., . . Up from the soil,
up from the silent bosom of earth, rise the currents of life and
energy."

Bancroft, the historian, said, "The common mind winnows opinions;
it is the sieve which seperates error from uncertainty®.

When the Savior of man gave His message of hope, "The common
people heard Him gladly."

Let us not despise the common things and remember the truism that
"Bternal vigilence 1s the price of liberty."

PROPOSITION IF ADOPTED WOULD
COMPLICATE INDIAN LAND TITLES,

In the Enabling Act for this State, Congress reserved the power
to legislate respecting the Indians and their property. Sec, 23 of
the Act of Congress of April 26, 1906, as amended by Sec, 8 of the
Act of May 27, 1908, provides that certain wills of full-blood Indians
devising real estate shall not be valid unless acknowledged before and
approved by a Jjudge of the United States court for the Indian Terri-
tory, or United States Commissioners, "gr a judze of a county court
of the State of Oklahoma", If the county courts are abolished, the
powers specially delegated to them by Congress cannot be transferred
by the legislative power of the State of Oklahoma to the district
courts, for Congress acted within its reserved rights, and powers del-
egated by it cannot be altered dy a different soverignty. If the
proposed proposition is adopted, other serious questions will arise
that will make more complicated and uncertain Indian land titles, but,
a8 shown above, this would not be the most vicious result of the
proposed constitutional amendment,

It may be presumptious in me to present this argument, but for
fear that no other person would present an argument against this prop-
osition and belileving the proposition, if adopted, would be subversive
of the people's best interest, and having seen the argument in favor
thereof submitted this day and within only about half an hour of the
time in vwhich arguments pro and con are to be closed, I have hurriedly
and in a feeble way given my reasons in opposition to the attempted
assault upon our constitution, and I do this in deference to my
belief in the true principles of democracy and my conception of a duty
to speak for the common good,

Respectfully submitted,

April 22nd, 1916. WILLIAM M, FRANKLIN.

- o o e W W

We, the undersigned members of the State 3enate of the
State of Oklahoma, who voted against Senate Joint Resolution No, 16,
accept and adopt the foregoing argument of William . Franklin, as our
argument in opposition to the préposition therein submitted, and, ir-
respective of party affiliations, in the interest of economy and ef-
ficiency, and on behalf of those members of the Legislature who voted
against said measure, recommend that the said proposed amendment be
not adopted by the people. |

This 22nd day of April, A.D., 1916,

J,5L,CARPENTER
W,A,CHASE
R.L,DAVIDSON,

Committea,
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Progressive étatéﬂ ‘ive amended- their oonstitutions

to meet the demands for” economy ‘and efficlency.' The queatlon of

Ko

& clerk of a court has ho relatlon to the so-called special inter-

Fao Y

ests, He is under the direction Qﬁvthﬁ’ burt to keep its minutes

and to do the clerical work for the court its litigants and those
having occasion to have reoourse to ité‘reoo\rdso From November
14, 1914, to lfarch 31, an, tne Clerk of the ouprene Lourt col—;'~*
Lected fees in civil cases .49, 145,60, criminal cases 3 164 35,
miscellaneous [6,072,08, or an average of $3,533.30 per month,
making an average of $42,459,.60 per annum or for twelve monthé,f‘
(See report State ixaminer and Inspector dated uay 1, 1916,)
The salary and other expenses of the office is as follows:
Salary Clerk Supreme Court per month $250, $3000. per annum;
Salary Three clerks at 150 per month each, $5400, per annum;
Salary One stenographer $100 per month, $1200, per annum;
Extra help, $75 per month, 3900, per annum;
Printing, lump sum, %750, per annum}
For covering and binding unbound Journals $100 per annum;
For postage, postal cards for notices, telegrams, telegraph
and express $900, per annum]
For office supplies including additional filing cases and
office furniture, 32400, per annum;
in addition the monthly salary of the twelve Supreme Court
C-umissioners at 250,00 each amounts to 536,000, per annum; monthly
salary of the eight members of the Supreme Court and Criminal Court
of Appeals at $333.33 1/3 each amounts to $32,000 per annum. The
work of these Judges and Commissioners in writing opinio ns and ren-
dering decisions cause these fees toc be carned and the monthly cost
of the maintenance of the appellate court, including the expense of
the clerk's office is $6,887.49 per mwonth and the earnings of the
of ficeodid $3,538,30 per month,
1t is submitted that this clerical Prwee should be selected

by the eourt and that $2,500.00 per annum will then be & reasonable

Compensation, he not being required to undergo the expense of a

Cmpaign . ¢ Léb\r-vﬁ_.r{',un o .
&M&:cwvl a’& C{’( , ﬁ%ﬂ/qu' -L»é
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SECRETARY’S MEMORANDUM
OKLAHOMA CITY, STATE OF OKLAHOMA -

Secretary’s Office;

¢

.................. al page. _

This instrument was filed for record- this -

S e

Secretary of State
i (O . . ST T




REJOINDISR,

LECOHGIY AND APPACVED BFFICIENT PLAN,

In wmany countles salaries of county and distrlict Judge
sre practically equal., The county courts have stenographera,

The court clerk, whose salary approximates that of the county
Judge, will vemain for the distriet court, to be selected by the
pevple through the district judges, The legpisloture will requirve
the appointtee to be resident of the county,

The proposed judicial plan is not untried, it having
substantially been in operation in Iowa for thirty years‘and
giv# univeraal satisfation. California, Arizons and other pro=
gressive states have such courts called "Superior Courts® with
game Jjurisdiction, Inva majority of stateaApourt known as §r0~
bote court has no other than probate jurisdiotion:tg%%trict
court having the criminal and other civil Jurisdiction,

Representatives in legilsloture may create additional
ddetriet courts whenever the court businesﬁ regquires. Additione
al district courts, however, will by no means cost taxpayers
equal to saving mude by abolishing 77 county courts, with reduc-

tion of Juries to elght men instead of twelve, as proposed in

another amendment, The jury cost of trials then in district

court will be pxactlcally same ag now in county couri.

INDIAK TITLES AWD MINORS PROTECTED.

The contention that Indian titles would be complicated
is without merit, Under amendment it is not apprehended that
voter would foremo voiting to install thie judicial sya%ém for
economy and efficiency for fear some poor full-blood Indian
would not have an opportunity to be persuaded to will away his
vlotment to some interloper, By placing all thie jurisdiction
within the district court o reasonable and safer protection will
be throwm around estates of Indian wminors and al same ﬁima ren oo

3

able facility in distribution and sale of same through the die-

trict court may be had, Full-blood Indian would otill, be per-




.-

mittéd to disinherit his own blood, by securing the approval of
the judge of proper United States Court or Commissib ner, in event
the judge of district court should not by implication still have

the power to approve such will.

%

: T 3 :
Indian land titles will not be complicated, but made

more certain. County court's jurisdiction in Indian matters pertains

chiefly to guardianships and approval of conveyances by full=blood
heirs, U. 5. statutes relating to guardianships confer authority

on "probate courts® of Oklahoma. As to approval of cgﬁmeyances.
authority is conferred on "the court having jurisdict;qnléf the
settlement of the estate of the deceased allottee." (29 Okla. p. 47.)
With county court jurisdiction vested in district court the latter
would be such "probate court" and succeed to full ju:isdiction in the
Indian matters.

The courts and officials thus decreased, a reasonable number
of courts of competent'jurisdiction being afforded.

COURTS OUT OF POLITICAL CONTESTS AND CLOSE T0 THE PEOPLE.

The district judge regquired to resign before becoming
candidate for another office such as the supreme bench, governor or
other state office, it is neither within his power to use office to
forward his campaign nor build up a machine through the clerk's

office, as 1t would necessarily crumble when he resigned.

- e e T .
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Erogresaive-—otutes—haveamended theireonstitutione—when
feeadtomr—arese, Thisamermdment—would. make —our courts—serve—the
pRrpose—for—wiriekh—desiagned.

Secretary to the Joint Legislative
Committee.
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To The Fon. J L Lyon,Secretzry of State @

Tereto attached is an
amended rejoindsr fovoring ths adoption of the awendment 1o
the Constitution proposed by Senate Joint Resolution No, 16
adeopted by the regulsr session of the Fifth Legielature,

You are requested to file sume and substitute it for the

original rejeinderviigitally filed in this arzument.

Secretary for the Joint Legislative

Comuittee,.




Wa, the vndersigned wembers of ths Stste Sennte of the
State of Oklchomn, who voted ag-inat Senste Joint Resolution
No. 18, accept and sdopt the forsgoing argument of Williom M.
Fronklln, as our sxguwent in opposition to the proposition
therein svbgitted, =and, irrespective of perty a’7ilizatione, in
the Interest of econemy snd sfficiency, and on behalf of those
mzmbers of the Leglislature whe voted against asid messure, recomsend
th=t the s=me bz not adopted by the people.
his 23 doy of April, A.D., 1816.

J. L. Carpenter
W. A, Chage
R. L. D=avidson.

Conmitiee.

and esch diletrict judee ig allowed by law & stenographer who

-

recsivea o axlary thet almost equals the aslary pnld to some of

5

the county judges. There are twelve jurors reculred for the

district courts and only slx required for county courts.
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