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SENATE JOINT RESOLUTION NO. 20. APPROVED MARCH 30, 1915.

Proposed amendment to Section 27, Article 10, Constitution rela-
ting to limitations upon indebtedness of incorporated cities and towns,
limits such municipalities as 4o indebtedness in addition to the smount
allowed under Section 26, Article 10, Constitution, to only 5 per cent
of the assessed valuation of +he proverty therein, for the purpose of
purchasing, consbtructing or ropairing munjicipal-owned publio utilities;
such additional indebtedness to be suthorized by assent of thres-fifths
of the qualified, property taxpaying votsrs at an election, and this
limitation not to include indebtedness incurred under Bestion 27, Ar-
ticle 10, prior to adoption of this smendment.

38 2ok K oK oK Ko o

LEGISLATURE
BE IT ENACTED BY THE/FREREK OF THE STATE OF OKL/HOMA:

That the following amendment +o Section 27, Article 10, of the
Constitution of this State ig hereby proposed; said smendment witﬁ the
yeas and nays thereon to be entered in the Journals of the respective
bodies of the Legislature and referred by the Seoretary of State to the
prople for theilr approval or rejection, to-wit:

" Any incorporsted city or town in this State, may, with the as-
sent of three~fifths of the guslified property texpaying voters of such
city or town, ;gfing at afl elecfion to be held for that purpose, be
allowed to become indebted in an smount in addition to that specified
in section 26 in the aggregatoe equal to five per centum of the valusge
tion of the taxable property therein, to be ascertsined from the lasgt
agsessment for State snd county purposes previous to the incurring of
such indebtedness for the purpose of purchasing or constructing publiec
utilities or for repalring the same, to be owned exclusively by such
City, provided, that such indebtedness incurred under the provisions
of this Seotion prior to %hs adoption of this amendment is not includ-
ed whthin this limitation; and provided, further, that any such cilty
or town incurring sny such indebtedness requiring the asgent of the
voters ag aforesaid, shall have the power to provide for, and, befors
or at the timo of incurring such indebtedness, shall provide for the
collection of aqbqpnual tax in addition Lo the other tsxes provided
for by this %gzziégfzgﬁi%ioient to pay with the ihterest on such indebt-
nege as it falls due, snd élso to constitute a sinking fund for the
payment of the principal thereof witﬂ}?wenty five years from the time

of contracting the same.

Provided, that for the purpose of constructing viaducts and brid-

g8 across railroad tracks snd streams within any City, such City may,




when authorized by the voters aforesaid, Join with the railway company
in the construction of such viaduct or bridge, and besr such portion

of the expenss of the sost of such Improvement as may Le agreed upon,

prior to the election suthorizing the same.”
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PLEASE REFER TO INITIAL

To the Secretary of State,

City.

Dear Sir:

Receipt is acknowledged of your communication
enclosing copies of joint resolutions passed by the
'Legislatures of 1915 and 1916, proposing amendments to
the Constitution of the State, together with proposed
ballot titles for the submission of such proposed amend-
ments and requesting this office in the event such ballot
tivles are not approved, to prepare ballot titles to cone
form to cach 6? such proposed amendments. We submit
herewith ballot titles to be used by you in the submission
of these amendments as follows:

S® g2 SENATE JOINT RESOLUTION OR BILL #6, THE 1916 LEGISLATURY,
To this proposed amendment the Legislature has pre~
seribed a ballot title in Section 3 of said resolution, which
ballot title must be used in the submission of this proposed

amendment and also in connection with the preparation of

this ballot the form presecribed by the Legislature must be

strictly followed.




Segretary of State-2

Y
& %7  SENATE JOINT RESOLUTION #12, APPROVED MARCH 13, 1915,

To this resolution the following Bballot title is
adopted:

The gist of this proposition is to Trepeal section
12a of article 10 of the Congstitution, which section
provides that all taxes collected for the maintensnce
of the common schools of the state and which are
levied upon the property of any public service cor-
poration operating in more than one county in the
state shall be paid Into the common school fund and
distributed as are other common school funds of the
2] atea )

50 0\ _\ SENATE JOINT RESQLUTION #16, APPROVED MARCH 11, 1915,
For this proposed amendment the following ballot title
is prepared:

An asmendment abolishing county court and vesting
Jurisdiction of county court, including probate
matters, in district court; district court to have
original jurisdiction in all civil and criminal
matters whatever, except where Legislature here=-
after confers exclusive jurisdiction on some other
court; clerk of district court appointed by and
holding at pleasure of judge and to exercise such
Judicial power as Legislature may provide; district
Judge ineligible to become candidate for office
during his term except to succeed himself, Amende
ment to become effective second Monday of January, 1917,

The following ballot title is prepared to be used in
connection with the submission of Senate Joint Resolution
sa %! wWo. 18, Approved March 11, 1915;

Proposed amendment to Constitution providing for
consolidation of supreme and criminal court of appeals
as now constituted, with an additional Justice, and
as consolidated to be known as the Supreme Court of
Oklahoma. Said court to sit in divisions af at least
three justices; one Criminal Division to which appeals
in eriminal cases shall be taken; authorizing Legis-
lature to provide for nomination and election and may
reduce or increase the number of Justices of saild
court and change the districts; appeals to0 be limited;
relates also to0 rules of practice, decisions and
organization of the court, ‘




Secretary of State=3

5©§ﬁ§ SENATE JOINT RESOLUTION #22, APPROVED MARCH 11, 1915

The ballot title ies as follows:

Proposed amendment to Section 19, Article 2, Con-
stitution, providing that juries in courts of
record other than county court, shall consist of
8 men, except in capital cases to consist of 12
men; juries in county court and courts not of
record to consist of 6 men; in all civil cases
and okiminal cases less than felonies, three-
fourths of jury may render verdict; also that
Legislature may provide for rendering final
Judgment in the appellate court without remanding
caugse for retrial by jury as to the facts,

<@ 3> SENATE JOINT RESOLUTION #20, APPROVED MARCH 30, 1915.
The ballot title is as follows:

Proposed amendment to Section 27, Article 10, Cone
stitution relating to limitations upon indebtedness
of incorporated cities and towns, limits such
muniocipalities as to indebtedness in addition %o
the amount allowed under Section 26, Article 10,
Constitution, to only 5 per cent of the assessed
valuation of the property therein, for the purpose
of purchasing, constructing or repairing municipal -
owned public utilities; such additional indebtedness
to be authorized by assent of three-fiftns of the
qualified, property taxpaying voters at an election,
and this limitation not to include indebtedness
incurred under Section 27, Articls 10, prior to
adoption of this amendment,

saﬁﬂ SENATE JOINT RESOLUTION #27, APPROVED MARCH 3Q, 1915.
The ballot title is as follqws:

This proposed amendment to the Constitution reduces
the salary of the Clerk of the Supreme Court to
$2500,00 instead of $3000.00 as now provided; clerk
Lo be appointed by the Supreme Court; and constitutes
the clerk ex officio elerk of any other appellate
courts in the state; amendment to be effective second
Monday in Janusary, 1919.

ga\%huk HOUSE JOINT RESOLUTION #l, APPROVED MARCH #0, 1915.
The ballot title is as follows;



NERA

Secretary of State4

Proposed amendment to Section 7,
Article 23, Constitution, authorizing the
Legislature to pravide for compulsory or
elective compensation by the employer to
the employe€in case of death, permanent orx
partial disability and to ocreate the machinexy
for the administration of such workmen's oz
employees' compensation fund,

HOUSE JOINT RESOLUTION #17, APPROVED MARCH 30, 1915,
The ballot title is =8 follows:

Proposed amendment to Section 21, Article
10, of the Constitution creating a state tax
commission of three members to adjust or assess
ond equalize the valuation of real and personal
property between counties and assess all railroad
and public service Corporation-property and to
exercise suth other powers relating to taxation
as may be prescribed by the Legislature. Abolishes
State Board of Equalization as now constituted,

Very truly, '
For the Attorney General,

o \ rom S,
T}W£¢m~fﬁm LN f,f%%# *Jfﬁm{

.....

0B=-St Assistant Attorney General.
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Section 27 of article 10 as it now exists, in addition

to the indebtedness authorized by ingiqn 26 of article Qgﬁ permits
o ek tedehtedaians

cities and towns to issue bondqnfor the purpose of purchasing or

constructing public utilitieg or repairing the same to be owned

exclusively by such citgg—in any sum equal to or in excess of its

taxable wealth. This amendment proposes to place a limitation on

the hereafter incurring of such unlimited indebtedness.

Section 26 of article 10 permits counties, cities, towns,
townships and school districts to issue bonds or contract indebtedness
for any purpose, as prescribed by the legislature, to an amount equal
to five per cent of the valuation of taxable property situated in such
subdivision.

The amendment proposed pesmits in addition to the indebted-

horaandy”
ness authorized by said section 26, te—atdew cities and towns to incur
an additional indebtedness equal to five per cent of the valuation
of taxable property situated in such subdivisfon, excluding all
indebtedness heretofore incurred by virtue of section 27, article 10,
instead of leaving the bars down as they now are so an unlimited
amount of indebtedness may be contracted. —

If this amendment is adopted, then cities and towns wil%ﬂpe
permitted to issue bonds equal to five per centum of the valuation of
the faxable property for municipal purposes proper, and another five
per cent for school district purposes as a part of such district, and
another five per cent for county purposes, as a part of such county,
and then another five per cent for public utility purposes. Thus a
municipality in the aggregate will then be permitted to issue bonds
and become indebted in an amount equal to twenty per cent of the
valuation of the. taxable property situated in such town. 1t fg‘
supgifted h%f hat is a sufficient graqﬁ ofzgi:i? to permit in-

o
debtednesg‘and that this amendmé::7m;;;Lg this limitation is a wide

gafeguard and should be adopted and not permit section 27, article 26,

to remain in force as now existing, which allows cities and towns for

certain purposes to become indebted even to the value of the taxable
Ll e Y oy

property situated in such city or town.
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