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SENATE JOINT RESOLUTION No. 6 APPROVED FEBRUARY 31,1916,
————— BALLOT TITLE-——-=

"proposition prohibiting property qualification, but im-
posing litarao?‘test for clectors, excepiing those who gerved
in army or nsvy of the United States in war with Mexico, or on
sither side in wars wlth cerialn Indian tribes, or on either
side in Civil War, or in war with Spain, or of any foreign
nation, or in National Guard or militia of any State, and all
1awful descendants of such persons and of those that served on
the side of the Colonies in American Revolution and in War of
1813, and those prevented by ehyaical disabllity from complying
with such tesb.” :

I S
Be it enacted by the People of the State of Oklahomal

gection 1. That the following amendment to article 3%\of the
Constitution of the State of Okishoms, to be designated as
gection 3=z, of artlcle %{ of the Constitution of the State of
Oklahoms, is hoereby proposed, =nd 10 be submitted to the people
of the State of Oklahoma for ¥heir approval or rejectioqx as
hereinafter set forth, via: Amend said article 3 by adding an
additional section, 1o be known as seotion 3~Ay\o$~article Qx
of the Constitution of the Sg@te of Oklahoma, a8 follows:

ASec. 3-A. No property qualification shall evex be imposed

as a requisite for registratlon or voting in thls State, and
any othex qualification for regletratlion or voting which may
hereafter be prescribed by the Leglslature oOr the people of this
Statey shall conform to the Constitution of the United States,
and the amendments thereto, and the right of no citizen of this
Statéﬁ%o vote shall ever be denied or abridged on account of
race, ©0lor Or ﬁrevious condition of servitude.

"No psrson shall be regletered as an glector of this State

or be allowed t0 votomeOr be eligible to hold of fice under the

Conatityklon hnd =%@'cr this State unless he be able to read

{ v % and wl WY.nh\section. of the Constitution of the State of
Oklahoﬁaw

pravisian;)@arved iﬁ the 1snd or naval forceﬁxof the United

Stafeaﬁ'of in the wﬁﬁ*with Mexlico, or on either side in any =

ybdﬁ“no PEIAon who, prior to the adoption of this

wor with the Indian ﬁribea located within the United States, OT
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on either side in the Civil War, ox in the National Guard or
militia of any State or Territory of the United State, or in
the 1and or naval forcedf of any forsign nation, and all lawful
descendants of any such person, and of those that served on the
aide of the Colonies in the Ameriocsn Revolutiony and in the land
or naval forces of the United Jtates in the War of 1813, or any
pereon prevented by physical disabllity from complying with such
test, shall be denlied the right to regleter and vote because of
his, “#11ity to so read and write any section of such Constitution.
Precinct slection inspectors or other officers having in charge
the reglstration of clectorsy shall enforoe the provisions of
this section at the time of regigtration, provided registration
be required. Should registration be dispensed withji the provisions
of this section shall be enforced by the precinct glection
of ficera when electore apply for ballots to vote; provided,
that it is intended that no part of thie provision or section
chall conflict with the provisions of the Constitution of the
United States, and shall sccordingly be adopted and become
efrective.’

geg. 2. It shall be the duty of the Secretary of Btate to
refer sald proposed amendment to the peoi@e at & special eleoction
%o be held throughout the Siate gfx8x on the first Tuesday in
Auguet, 1926, and such special election 1s hereby ordered for such

purpoge.
Seg. 3. Sald proposed constitutional amendment shall be

referred by the Secretary of State to the people at guch speclal
clasotion for thelr approval or rejection. The Secretary of State
shall ¢cause an attested copy of seaild proposed amendment 80
px?posed by this Act or Joint Resolutionﬁ to be filed with the
Chairman of the Biate Election Boar%x together with a certificate
of the fact that sald amendment waz proposed by Act or Joind
Resolution of the Legialature, getting forth such resolution.Bxk&
Said proposition shsll be caused to be printed by the State
leallma
Election Board as may be provided by law. In sald special to be

held on the first Tussday in August, 1916, the electors qualified

et




at that time to vote at mny z2leotion in the Ctate may vote on
said amendment. It shall be the duty of the proper officlals to
cause to be printed on a separate and independent ballot, or

any ballot ondilch Constitutional Amendments or other propositions
gubmitted by the Legislature to the people for spproval or
rejeotion may be placed, the form of the ballot to be that as
prescribed by law, the following ballot title:

.“Prop05iticn probibiting property qualification, but
imposing literacy test for electors, excepting these who served
in army or navy of the United States in war with Mexlco, or on
sither side in wars with certain Indian tribes, or on either
side in Civil War, or in war with Spain, or of any foreign nation,
or in National Guard or militls of any Stat@x and all lawful
deacendants of such persons and of those that.sarveé on the slde
of the Colonies in Amsriocan Revolution and in War of 1813, and
those prevented by physical disability from complying with
such taeat.” ‘

And following sald title shall be printed the words, "For
the Amendment," which words shall be in a separate paragraph at
least one-fourth of an inch below such title. Sald words shall
have no distinguishing marks about them.
Any elector desiring to vote for sald amendment shall
leave sald worde intact upon the sald ballot without erasing
same, and any voter desiring to vote against sald amendment
shall evidence his intention to so vote by erasing or marking
out snid words with a pencil mark. The leaving of said words
upen sald ballot shall be taken ae a favorable vote or a voie
for approval, and the striking out of sald words shall be
aken as an adverse vote or = vote for the rejection of the same.
Sec. 4. The votes given upon ssid amendment to the Constitution

are to be counted and estimated in the pame manner in all

respects as may be otherwise provided by law for such purpose,




and the result is to be s0 agoertained and returned and declared.

Seo. 5. It being lmmedlately neoeasargpfor the preservation
of the publlc peace, health and safety, an emergency is hereby
declared to exleby by reason whereof this Act shall take effect

and be in full forece frow and sfter ite passage and approvale




ARGUMENT IN SUPPORT QOF SENATE JOINT
RESQLUTION NO. 6, RASSRD FEBRUARY
2. ! 1916.

Yyl

this argument is presented on behalf of the Joint

Committee appointed by the Legislature for that purpose aimd

consisting of,

Senator vhas. . Barrett, senator ¢. W. Board,
" K. S. Blassingame, " Je Te Sutherlin
" He L. Davidson, & teo. Iields,

# Te Hoe Davidson. and

e Ae Durant, vom Huanter, J. J. Clark, W. d. Barry,
We &. Long, W. id. Duffey, A. L. Ball, L. &. Bryant, selly
Brown, He L. Peebly and 1. G. Wikes of the House.




ARGUMENT,

A careful resding of the foregoing proposed amend-
ment must convince every man and woman who values the rights
and privileges of citizenship, that it is a wise and desirable
provision, and that it/%%%%ﬂa proper, reasonable and much
needed protection around the privileges of the ballot,

Our government, ﬁoth state and national, is founded
on the principles of law, The rights of the people are conw
served and set forth in a written constitution and a written
code of laws, The delegated powers_of government are spe¢ifi-
cally set forth in this constitution, The duties and privile
eges preserved to the citizen are likewise written into the
provisions of this fundamental charter, and the laws made in
conformity to its provisions.

This amendment,with certain exemptions, provides that
a voter in order to exercise the privilege of voting shall be
able t0 read and write any section of this constitution.

The theory of our Democratic form of government is that
the sovereign power belongs to and reposes in the people, a
majority of whom can make new laws, repeal the old ones, and
abrogate or add to the fundamental provisions of the constitu-
tion itself, This theory presumes that the elector shall
vossess sufficient intelligence to understand the laws aﬁ§§;rin-
ciples of the constitution by which he is governed, In the
earlier history of the country one of the usual qualifications
required of a voter was that he should possess property of a
certain amount before he was entitled to that privilege, Some
of the older stateg still have the property qualifications for
voting. In the view of the progressive democracy of Oklahoma,
this requirement of a property qualification for voting would be

an unjust discrimination against the thousands of citizens who

are mentally and morally competent and qualified to vote, There

fore, the first provision of this amendment prohibits any future




#2.

legislature from imposing upon the voters of the state a property
qualification, The amendment also specifically provides that no
qualification for registration or voting may hereafter be pre-
scribed by the legislature or the people of this state unless

it :shall conform to the constitution of the United States, and
the amendments thereto, and it says further that the right of
any citizen of this state to vote shall never be denied or &=
bridged on account of race, color or previous condition of ser-
vitude,

Certainly no clearer, more democratic, or more desirable
proposition was ever put forward as a fundamental declaration by
the people of any state, especially when a statuté has been in
force in this state since statehood requiring compulsory educa-
tion which has been enforced with ample common school facilities,
and so much has been done through moonlight schools, It would
gseem that the most bitter rartisan, whose hopes of future victory
have been buoyed up by the belief that through the agency of the
ignorant, illiterate, vicious and corrupt electors success might
be had, would recognize the folly and uselessness of opposing
its adoption.

The men or the party that seriously attempts to defeat
this amendment sre fofced to become the champions of ignorance,
illiteracy, and the vice and corruption that are always involved
in the effort to control and exploit with the ignorant vote,

By opposing the Amendment they are forced to stand for the
power of future legislatures to impose property qualifications,
Poll tax payments and other vicious restrictions on the right to
vote, They also say by their attitude that they favor election
laws which do not conform to the constitution of the United
States or the amendments thereto, except as partisan purposes
favorable to them are promoted, The supporters and advocates

of this amendment, can afford to submit with confidence their
rosition to the decision of the intelligent, law-abiding voters

of the state, and when this issue and the provisions of the

amendment are fully understood by the voters, of Oklahoma, there




#3+

should be no fear that the amendment will not be adopted,

The exceptions to the literacy test are based upon
either pesonal service to the state, or the republic, or
organized government or such service by an ancestor as a
vratriot in upholding liberty and law, and aiding in the ad=
vance of civilization., Thnis provisinn should appeal with
convincing force to every son and daughter of the American
Revolution; to every menber of the Grand Army and his descend-
ants; to every Confederate Veteranand his descendants and to g
every Spanish American veteran, every member of the National
Guard and state militia and every survivor o;gzZscendanﬁaof
Indian, llexican or foreign wars, The test imposed by this
amendment puts a premium upon education, intelligence , good
citizenship and patriotism. The exceptions to its provisions
give recognition to the patriotism and love of country which
have been exhibited by the voter or by his forefathers, by

service for his country,
That Abraham Lincoln favored such a prowision is evi-

denced by his famous letter to Governor Kahn of Louisiana, in

which he said:
"Executive Mansion,

March 13, 1864,

My deaxr Sir:

I congratulate you on having fixed your name in
history as the first free state governor of Louisiana. Now
you are about to have a convention, which among other things,
will probably define the elective franchise, I barely suggest
for your private consideration, whether some of the colored
people may not be let in- as, for instance, the very intelli=-
gent, and especially those who have fought gallantly in our
ranks, They would probably help, in some trying: time to come,
to keep the jewel of liberty within the family'of ifreedom.
& But this is only a suggestiom, not to the publie,: but to you
*" alone, T T P
. Yougp tru%y{
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' patriotism, intelligence and wise government.
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S.P. FREELING R ‘_/
ATTORNEY GENERAL -
JNO. B. HARRISON STATE OF OKLAHOMA
R.E. WOOD
R. MSMILLAN OFFICE OF THE
W e ATSON ATTORNEY GENERAL
.W.KING
J.LHOWARD
BANKING DEPARTMENT
J.H.MILEY
SCHOOL LAND DEPARTMENT
ASSISTANT ATTORNEYS GENERAL OKLAHOMA CITY

SCM/ XML April 20, 1916

PLEASE REFER TO INITIAL

To the Secretary of State,

City.

Dear 8Bir:

Receipt is acknowledged of your communication
enclosing copies of joint resolutions passed by the
.Legislatures of 1915 and 1916, proposing amendments to
the Constitution of the State, together with proposed
ballot titles for the submission of such proposed amend-
ments and requesting this office in the event such ballot
titles are not approved, to prepare ballot titles to con-
form to each 6? such proposed amendments., We submit
herewith ballot titles to be used by you in the submission
of these amendments as follows:

S& g2  SENATE JOINT RESOLUTION OR BILL #6, THE 1916 LEGISLATURE,
To this proposed amendment the Legislature has pre-
scribed a ballot title in Section 3 of said resolution, which
ballot title must be used in the submission of this proposed

amendment and also in connection with the preparation of

this ballot the form prescribed by the Legislature must be

strictly followed,




Secretary of State-2

/
3&,%3 SENATE JOINT RESOLUTION #12, APPROVED MARCH 13, 1915,

To this resolution the following Bhallot title is
adopted:

The gist of this proposition is to repeal section
12a of article 10 of the Constitution, which section
provides that all taxes collected for the maintenance
of the common schools of the state and which are
levied upon the property of any public sexrvice cor-
poration operating in more than one county in the
state shall be paid into the common school fund and
diatributed as are other caommon school funds of the
state,

560\ SENATE JOINT RESOLUTION #16, APPROVED MARCH 11, 1915.
For this proposed amendment the following ballot title
is prepared:

An amendment abolishing county court and vesting
Jurisdiction of county court, including probate
matters, in district court; district court to have
original Jurisdiction in all civil and criminal
matters whatever, except where Legislature here-
after confers exclusive jurisdiction on some other
court; clerk of district court appointed by and
holding at pleasure of judge and to exercise such
judicial power as Legislature may provide; district
judge ineligible to become candidate for office
during his term except to succeed himself, Amend-
ment to become effective second Monday of January, 1917.

The following ballot title is prepared to be used in
connection with the submission of Senate Joint Resolution
sa ¥ Wo, 18, Approved March 11, 1915:

Proposed amendment to Constitution providing for
consolidation of supreme and criminal court of sappeals.
as now constituted, with an additional Justice, and
as consolidated to be known as the Supreme Court of
Oklahoma. Said court to sit in divisions af at least
three justices; one Criminal Division to which appeals
in ceriminal cases shall be taken; authorizing Legis-
lature to provide for nomination and election and may
reduce or increase the numher of justices of said
court and change the distriets; appeals to be limited;
relates also to rules of practice, decisions and
organization of the court,




Secretary of State=3

5©§ﬂ§ SENATE JOINT RESOLUTION #22, APPROVED MARCH 11, 1915
The ballot title is as follows:

Proposed amendment to Section 19, Article 2, Con-
stitution, providing that juries in courts of
record other than county court, shall consist of
8 men, except in capital cases to consist of 12
men; Jjuries in county court and courts not of
record to consist of 6 men; in all civil cases
and oriminal cases less than felonies, three-
fourths of jury may render verdict; also that
Legislature may provide for rendering final
Judgment in the appellate court without remanding
caugse for retrial by jury as to the facts,

<Q §5 4SENA.TE JOINT RESOLUTION #20, APPROVED MARCH 30, 1915.
The ballot t;tle is as follows:

Proposed emendment to Section 27, Article 10, Con=
stitution relating to limitations upon indebtedness
of incorporated cities and towns, limits such
municipalities as to indebtednese in addition to
the amount allowed under Section 26, Article 10,
Constitution, to only 5 per cent of the assessed
valuation of the property therein, for the purpose
of purchasing, constructing or repairing municipal-
owned public utilities; such additional indebtedness
to be authorized by assent of three-fifths of the
qualified, property taxpaying voters at an election,
and this limitation not to include indebtedness
incurred under Section 27, Article 10, prior te
adoption of this amendment, 4

saﬂﬁ SENATE JOINT RESOLUTION #27, APPROVED MARCH 30, 195,
The ballot title is as follqws:

This proposed amendment to the Constitution reduces
the salary of the Clerk of the Supreme Court to
$2500,00 instead of $3000.00 as now provided; clerk
to be appointed by the Supreme Court; and constitutes
the clerk ex officio clerk of any other appellate
courts in the state; amendment to be effective second
Monday in January, 1919,

go. v | HOUSE JOINT RESOLUTION #1, APPROVED MARCH 0, 1915,

The ballot title is as follows;




R
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Proposed amendment to Section 7,
Article 23, Constitution, authorizing the
Legislature to pravide for sompulsory or
elective compensation by the employer to
the employe€in case of death, permanent or
partial disability and to create the maghinery
for the administration of such workmen's oxr
employees' campensation fund,

HOUSE JOINT RESOLUTION #17, APPROVED MARCH 30, 1915.
The ballot title is as follows:

Proposed amendment to Section 21, Article
10, of the Constitution oreating a state tax
commission of three members to adjust or assess
and equalize the valuation of real and personal
property between counties and assess all railroad
and public service corporation-property and to
exercise such other powers relating to taxation
as may be presoribed by the Legislature, Abolishes
State Board of Equalization as now constituted,

Very truly, ‘
For the Attorney General,

I g f
Yt C. Mok}

0B-St Assistant Attorney Gener




The llteracy or educational test amendment to the consti-
tution proposed by the legislature, gubject to a vote of th~
people in the Angust primery is in direct conflict with the spirit
of Amnrloan institutions,

The plain purposw of the proposed literacy test amendmeny~
to the constltutlon is to make it pogsible for the precinct raplmtrars,
appointed by the state administration, to have a legal excuse for
disfranchising whatever number of -voters it may be necessary to
disfranchise, in order to keep in power the combination of men who
" at present rule this state, Suonp rterq of this amendment claim
that it will serve only to disfranchise the illiterate negross, of
wiom there ars about seven thousand. But the provosed constitutional
amendment states very plainiy that it may be applied to all voters
regardless of race or color, This means that everybody's right %
to vote will be passed upon by the precinct registrar. If at any
time a man does not vote to suit the administration, whether in
a primary or in a genera} election, the county registrar may, under
the registration law, have that man's name stricken f'rom the list
of voters, on the ground that the registrar ie not sufficiently
satisfied that the man is a soldier or the son of s soldier and
that the voter can not read te the satisfaction of the registrar.
Alwsys provided that this proposed literacy teéfrémendmﬂnt ie ratified
in thes August primary,

There are in Oklahoma, according to the cenaus, 28,707 men
of voting =ge, who cannot read or write, By the way, the number
of illiterate necroes ms'7,396. Of the whité illiterates all but
two thousand are natives, and many of them were born in the territory

comprising the state of Oklahoma, The fact that they were not, in

their youth taught to read and write is a reflection on the statme




& vwhich failed to enforce its compulsmory education laws, And yet,
many of thesé men are intelligent, prosperous and patriotic sxxzxx
citizens and well qualified to vote with discrimination,

If the literacy test amﬂndmént is adopted, then, under the
registration law, everybody will have to register again,in September
1916, At that time he must be able to satisfy the precinct registrar
that he is entiflmd to a certificate of registration, )

Under the proposed literacy test amendment, any one who has
served in the land or naval forces of any nation, state or territory,
or of any Indian trive, or who is a lawful descendant of any such
person, nead not be able to read and write in order to be entitled
to vote, Always provided, howevasr, that he can provekﬁo the satisae
faction of the registrar that he is a soldier or a descendant of
a soldier, so to speak, All others may be required, by the registrar,
to read and write "any" section of the constitution, if the literacy
test amendment is ratified in August,

Supporters of this amendment iclaim that the applicant for
a certificate of registration,need, in that case, only read or write
a few words of the constitution; but the proposed constitutional
amendment does not read that way., Under its provisions, a man desiring
to register could be required "to read and write any section of the
constitution", say for instance Section 8 of Article 17 which covers
nineteen pages of the Revised Statutes, This test would have to
be passed to the entire satisfactibn of the registrar. & humorous,
nay, an outragerous feature is that the registrar himself is not
required to be able to read or write,

~ For thousands of years the peoﬁle have struggled for

universal manhood suffrage, unrestricted by financisl or educational

qualifications, This fight has only recently bean won. Few would

have suppoesed that Oklahoma, once heralded as the state in which




the people rule, would be the first to think of leading a reactianary
in '
movement toward an oligarchy/which only those may vote who are

subservient to the ruling inner circle,
XABXNTRAARXXXKAX T0o use the language of a distinguished

Vemocrat¥c~s#c¢e—eenuto’, the proposed literacy test amendment is,
"UnDemocratic, Antyﬁepublican, and Ué@marican." Everybddy at the
August primary should look for the words,"For the Amendment", take

his pencil and strike those words out.




BENATE JOTINT RESOLUTION OR BILL NUMBER 6.

Arwumenu A, o] the a?zﬁf, by P. S. Hagole.

The provisions of this Joint Re@solution or Bill Nuaber 8

are in open violaticn of the Constitution of the Unitad States wed
and in open defiance of deciaions rendersd by the Suprems Court

of the
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Twice in the first gesction of the Bill is the recital that
i% 1s not In violation of the Conmstitution of the United Stateo,
"Methinke the lady protests too much."

It lmpesszs no literacy ta2st on any person who zsrved in any
of the wars of the United Statzso or ths wars of any foreign nction,
and all lewful descendants of such persons. "Ths nigger in the
woodpile" ig the word "nabtion. "

"A1l members of the Arvan and Sszaitic familizs can "boast" of

—

a military ancestry who fought in the armiss of some "nation" during
the last three-thonsand veorsg.

The descendants of Ham cannot maks this "boast", Courts huv

G

7éeld that the African trihezs are not Ynations". The Indian is a
white man in this atate by constitubtional snachusutb.

The suprasme court of the United States deslared the Tiret
grandfather clavse unscnstitutional, "hy? Because, in the language

of the court: "It srextes a standard which, as & necesaary result, re-

A

areates end perpetuates the vsry conditions which the 15th amendment
wag intended to destroy. Guinn and Beal ve Us 5.
440
Senate jojnt recol uttcn No. 8 was drawn to diafrunuhlsjﬂﬁum. And
$0 disfranchise Hew t cr ates o standard which, ags a nscessary result,
"recrezates and psrpetuates the very conditions which the 15th amendwent

was intenlded to dsstroy.
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This bill was concsived at midnight by politieal crooks, _—
with Luecifer <o chief counssllor.

Tt was born of thoese instincts thut are the source of
cralt, decsit, guile, fraud and chicansry. ‘Eveny man who has
.y rezard for the Constitution of the United States or any
respect for the decisions of the Suprems Court of the Unitéd
States chould voite &g

From the very beginning it was the intention of the Den-
ocf&tic Party to extend cver this state the Jisfranchising,
recistration and slecticn laws that prsvall in the democratlic
states of the south.

Tt was their intsntion then znd it is their intentlon now
to first diefranchise the nsgro and then the landless tillers
of the soil, and that section of the working class in the ¢
that cannct be controlled by demccratic labor siate politicians.

After disfranchising the tenant farmer of ths stale it is
their intention 4o surolant him with the docile non-ve ting nzgroe

of “he south. And thus ssta®lish in this sguats: cowllﬁlonm that

prevail in the democratic Gulf states.

election lawgwork: out in ac tual »racgtice.
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Alabama ____413,862 232,294 159,683 103 809
Mississippi .-349,177 150,630 58,150 66,904
Georgia ___..500,752 277,496 122,7 15 132,794
Florida _____ 139,601 77,962 39,262 49,360

Louisiana ___325,943 177,878 67,904 75,146

Here are five democratic states which have dis-
franchised the “nigger” by the “grandfather clause.”

Look at Mississippi. After disfranchising 199,-
000 negro voters there were 150,530 white men of
voting age in Mississippi in 1900. Did all these white e
men get to vote? No, The total vote cast was 59.}50 —

which means that 91,380 white men -did not vote.
Almost twice as many men did not vote as did vote
—and the reason is that two-thirds of them could not
vote.

Look at Louisiana. After disfranchising all the
negroes there were left 177,888 white men of voting
age. Did they get to vote? The official returns
show that only 67,904 of them voted, while 109,974 .. -~
white men did not vote. Why? Because they were
1 disfranchised. ‘

; Look at Alabama. There were 232,294 white
t men of voting age in 1900. Only 159,683 of them
- voted, which wasn’t so bad, as only 72,711 didn’t vote.
e But after eight years of increasing population only
- 103,809 white men voted, or 56,000 less than eight
" years before. Why was this? Because they have a
i cumulative poll tax in Alabama for the benefit of the
working man that isn’t disfranchised by the grand-
. father clause. And this cumulative poll tax law dis-
- franchised over sixty thousand white voters between
1900 and 1908.

ThETorees-that uie Torever.atwsvwss fRE €aroac : .

o+ R B R




The machine that is in control refuses to allow the electors
of this tate to vote on this prorosition by a Yes or No vote.
They have crdered that the words "for the Amendrent" be written
on the ballet and, unless you etrike thease words cut with a lead
pencil, vou are votal for the amendment without any affirmative
act on your part.

Every voter should =¢ to ths polls with an indelible pencil
and mark the words "for the Amendment" cut. It is &angerous to
use a common lead pencil ns a xark of this kind could be euslly
erased. " » : |
aber that the zmolitical machinery of this State is in
the hendis of a cang cof political ciooks who will resort to any
reasures to maintain themselves in powers Safety for thé'people

lies in voting adainst every prenosition they £y
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ANSTER D DV ARG OF o 3o HAGLE

O} SWITATH INTIT TUONLUTNION 0. 6 by

) QEPEUTRIM AT O M aAmI
Je L. LYON, SECRETARY OF 5TATE.

It ig with no degree of pride that I ma answering the purport-
ed argument of T. 5. Taele. If ilr. Yarle had presented to me a plaus-
ible arousent for rublication T wonld never have answered same, but
he gave me the above lngtrument characterized by «bhuste more than
the marshalling of what could properly be called an argument, com-
trary to the splirit and purposce of the law permitting pro and con
argunents,.  Yhile we thkwdkxmm could refnuge to print thic partlisan

assault, we priot it so lhere can bhe no question o our fairness
in the gnlx shiig propoaition. The dominant psrty has al-

ways bren fair to the people and eenerong to the mirority partieq,

althouqhﬂ the Tord

oo asusault 1z s fair csmple of many of the

nnwarranted attecks unon it,  Till such an atﬁacxvﬂpxig apnenl to
the reagon of man? Can it be intended fTor those who sare controll-

[r1

Nrit ig caid

gd by prejudice and Tomented hy alvse? In Speak
not in the cars of o fool for he will despise the widdom of thy
words”. o man who has ever endeavored to carry ont an object -cs

whore mony minds are ceeded has ever shcceeded hy

glipshod ascertiong, Toolish and gelfigh intimaiiong’aﬂﬂ'ﬁowﬂy
choracterioctics, half-hearted work and rotiten zmkx epitaphs by

apreaiing to the intellicent citizens. Such abuge apreals only

to the baser attribntes of mang 3&: not P. 8. Nagle's aroument s

presunption acainst the intellirence of the peovnle and is it not

reason able to asswne that it was intended to influence fools who
e,

in ey worde "degpise wisdom and iunstruction'.

The voters of the state'I cannot believe,will consider the

Q‘l \-—

™

purported arpument of Po 3. Nacle, snd will cast it into the"Hell-

box™ for the etimulation of his Hearo agsociates he go earnestly

pleads Tor.

pirit aud purvose of the law in avthorizing areumoents

M "
PETI NG




in acceord with the wisdom Tound in

8
[

overbg "The way of a fool
ig right in hig owun eyes, but he that halkonoth unto counnsel is

No one covld hardly conglider Po 7. Negle's inatrument an ar-
sument, bot after he haﬁlh@en carried alone in a free boalt hy the
people until 1907 he Qﬂk btacked off behind the fTerry hounge and be-

.014,.1( - FIR T 1o 2 o A 2 4 - o1 o

gt to bawl 1like & wneking cald. As ain eminent statesman has late-
ly said "there ig no arsument in epitarheg, no resgen in rddicule

and satlirve in the digeussion of seriony guest

ig the refuse

o

of an intelllirent bandit."™ 4lso Paul wroteVas o man thinketh in

Ta Y Ty oy ey A S
hig heart so he ig'.

r

Can oan tobollizent citizen of thi - etate take heed o7 the

b 1

squawks of a how! coyote who has had his bone taven from him

,_.J
"{
o

by the honeat voters of this state who did not gend him

Deniocera tumbebaign, 11 190‘1’) to the United States Iionate?'

AXRRX RO B AN AN X E XK AR A X EAN SR Y XA XX AN R R X IR AR 8 ANARE KL
kaxamrpraried A EYX X AR ARE KRB X EX Iy hASER RN AR RO AR AR E X RS S WINE X
kansx

A person who champions a good esnge caves aobt to waste his

.

timeé in Triv

!_.J

N 5 g il B LN . | P ~y S I S N I e
atuse,  Abuwse 16 sy evidence of a wealk cause, a

eanse that cannot be suprorted by veogon and

ed on ervoneous assumptions. A trulsm iz expre

Bt
=]

Froverb, 8 the LBible, "Ihe lip of trufth shall be ectuablished Tor-

[

cver, but a lyins tonsue 1z but for a moment'™,

27 Tiurope that have bronght out the fanged doos

-

of war'thnt hwmve taloeo Trom her the flowers of the FTastera Hemispﬂer%

. i )

ave overlooked o poodle in Oklahoma that has been breedine strife,

hatred and diecontent in the minds of aonr citizenﬂ)whioh’lf enlti-

vatedywill eventusally ppove to he a harvest s iv nos belog reaped

in Inrppe.

A

Se ahonld he mindfal that no serions questions can be setbtled

P

by the tigers leap or by melhodys that do not 26l o the resson

and congelence of nan. Do those who regort to anfolr methodg,
metiiods that mppghl’fta passion and oreudice, one could aptly
apnly the words of JolomonAs o dog rebturnsth to his vomit, so

ca Fool retorneth to his folly."
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M. E. Traep o oA , ) CHaIRMAN oF COMMITTEE ON

LIEUTENANT GOVER!iOR = ' PUBLIC BUILDINGS AND CAPITOL
E. L. MitcHELL a COMMITTEE ASSIGNMENTS
PRESIDENT . PRO. TEMPORE , JUDICIARY NO. ONE
Joz 5. Monnis - BAXES sl BANKING
SECRETARY | S E N A E C H A M B E R ROAD AND HIGHWAYS
Joun P. Apams EDUCATION
SERGEANT AT ARMS PRINTING

— STATE OF OKLAHOMA
CHas. F. BARReTT

Diswict No. 13 April 22, 1916.

Pottawatomie and Lincoln Counties

Hon. J. L. Lyon, Secretary of State,
Oklahoma City, Okla.
Dear Sir:

As a member of the joint ILegislative Committee
appointed to prepare the arguments in support of Joint
Resolution No. 6, a proposed amendment to the Constitution
and which argument has been filed in your office, I desire
to proftest against the filing by the Hon. P. 3. Negle, or
any other citizen not a member of the Legislature who voted
against the text of the sald Resolution,being allowed to
file the argument against the adoption of said Joint Resolu-
tion Wo. 6. ‘

I awm making this protest for the reason that
sr. Nagle, in published utterances, has declared that the
Democrats generally are opposed to the faltuful enforce-
ment of the election laws and try on all occasions to
evade them. 3ince he has set himself up as a critic of
other men's motives and declared it the purpose of DLemo-
cratic officials to evade the law, I insist that the »
letter of the law shall be obeyed and that the negative
arguments filed against the proposed amendment providing
for a literacy test shall be filed as the law directs by
a committee represeiting the members of the Legislature
who voted against Joint Resolution No. 6.

Very sincerely yours,‘~

L ] i \7 @ v g,
CFB.IP @f/ﬂ/ﬁ } ,{ \wt/(_/‘t/?/%\
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_REJOIﬂDEH BY COMMITTEE AS TO THE PROPOSED CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENT KNOWN
'AS SENATE JOINT RESOiUTIOH NO, 6, SUBMITTED BY THE LEGISLATURE, DEFINING
THE QﬂALIFICATIDHu OF VOTERS AND PROHIBITINGVA PROPERTY QUALIFICATION,

, Raquzring every voter to read or write any section of the con-
stitution of the state, execluding from such requixemeny persons who had,
or whose ancestors had served in land or na¥al forces of the Uhited‘ﬁtates,
or of any foreign nation, or in the national guard or militia, as a voting
test, anawfofever prohibiting the legislature rrom'impoqing property quali-
fication or test, harmonises with the progressive spirit of our times, For,
with our educational system and compulsory education and moonlight schools,
education is now within the grasp of every individual.

By ?ulletin 129:from the Federal Bureau of Census,44,237 male
negroes over 21 years of age reside in this staﬁé. In some counties 40%
of the population are negroes, In many school and cdommissioners' districts
and townships a majority of population negroes, VWherever possible, under
limitations of federal constitution, the vicious and ignorant should be
eliminated from control in state, county, district and township-affaifa.
Reallzing that this amendment does not violate the federal constitution ita
opponents - oannot suooeesfully attack it on its merits, but by abuse and i o
insinuation seek its.defgat.

Artidle 8 of the Connecticut-constitution requires}evefy qualified
elector to "sustain & good moral character", Such test wa s applied in some
of the Colonims and originally in many of the states, The object was that
those with intelligence and good morals and character should direat the
affairs of government, _

In the southern states on account of tha negro guestion practi-
cally only dﬁé political party éximts. Consequently the full vote is in
the primary and not the general election,  There is no necessity for a
full vote to turn out in the general election and frequently it is erroneous-
ly argued that many white votérs are disfrandhiéeé in the southern states
when such ia not a fact, |

The contention is made that if this amendment be adopted the
registrars would have %o take evidence ags to whethery propoaed elentor, or
any of his anceators. fougnt forx his country, or that if the registration
should be diepénéed with, then such fact would have to be determined by

the election inspector. By the constitution of this state every voter,

ot
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with certain exceptions, is required to be a citizen of the United
States and reside within the State one year, county six months and
precinct thirty days. Under laws existing in this State frvom the‘
organization of the territory, similar residence conditions were
required and these facts have ever had to be determined in the cities
of Oklahoma Territory and State by the regisVREVIHHONEM JoLM TRRAYE N

AMORALAO R0 ATATE NTID ANMGHALAG

the country precincts where registration was: ?not requided ;'wRivbhe
ailt Broost 1ot balit snu Insrorvany sidY

recinct elec¢tion board. e
Prooinet elestion beard. \ f):\‘«ﬁ:g.._ dowsh. b\
This amendment will facilitate thﬁw%zéib $ ih@‘lec iﬁr’%a ar}g
aid in bringing about better governmentmhmc,\ S
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Toe Hon. JeLJ.Lyon,Sccretary of State :

Hereto attached is an
apended rejoinder or unswer argument favoring the adoption
of the amendment ot the Comnstitution proposed in Senate Joint
Resolution No,8,passed by the Special Segsion of the Fifth Leg-
islature. It is requested that this amended rejoinder be
filed and published in lieu of the original rejoinder hereto-
fore filed in your office, Thid in order that the re?oinder
the statutory _requirement as 1o number of words.

(7‘,;(0.,4/-“ ?: M Seciater —  “Afowoor s ory o S .
For the Joint Legislative Committee. /
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SHICINDER TO NuGATEVE

“BULION-NOT 6~

o

this rejoinder is presented on behalf of the Joint com-

mittee appointed b;\ifg Legislature for t

Benators Chas

P
at purpose o

sisting of,

¥, Barrett, M, B. Blasfingame, H. L. Davide

‘ /
son, 1, H., Davidson, C. W, Board, J. H, Sutherlin and Geo,

Fields; and,
| W, A. Duran
Long, W. M,
R, L, Peebly and T, G,

Rejoind%?

, ﬁvm Hun?ter,
Duffey, A. I

,fJ. Je Clﬂrky./ﬁw, Barry. V. E.

Ball, L. B, yant, Kelly Brown,

\
Wilkes of the,ﬁou e,

Cawvvwwﬂj%zL h i%i;

Aas to the proposed constitutional amendment ff%f'

known as Senate Joint Resolution HNo, 6, submitted by the legislature

defining the qualifications of voters and prohibiting a property

v qualification,

By a careful reading of the pretended arguments submitted

against the adoption of this amendment, one finds same to be s Prace=

tical confession that the amendment is & wise and Just one, The ime

posing of a literacy test by requiring every voter to be able to

read or write any section of the Constitution of the Btate of Oklaw

homa, but excluding from this test every person who had served, or

whose ancestors had served, in the land or naval forces of the Unite

ed States, or in the national guard or militia of any state or ter-

ritory, or in the land or naval forces of any foreign nation, and

forever moking it impossible for the Legislature to impose n pProp=-

erty qualification or test, is in harmony with the progressive spirit

of the age, With our mugnificent educational institutions and system

of common schools and compulsory education and moonlight schools, ed-

ucation is now within the grasp of every person in this state, But

desiring that patriotism shall always be recognized, this constitue




-

tional amendment excludes the patriotic person and his descends
ants who fought foxr his country, |

It 15 respectfully submitted that the partisan false
charges and assumption and imputation of wrong to political ope
ponents are not justified by the facts and such villification and
charges show that the party filing arguments against this amends-
ment readlize that they cannot win before the intelligent and the
virtuous and the patriotic, but that they have got to rely upon
the vicious and the eriminal, 7They say that this amendment is
for the purpose of disfranchising the negro. The negro should be
diefranchised where it can be done in accordance with the federal
constitution,

‘ According to Bulletin 129 issued by the Federal Bureau
of Census in 1915 there were 44.23§?i2groea in this state who were
over the age of 21 years, and in some counties in this state 40
per cent, of the population were negroes, In a great number of
the school districts and townshéps and commissioners districts a
majority of the population were negroes, We submit that where it
can be done in accordance with the federal constitution that the
vicious and the ignorant should be eliminated net only from the
control in state affairs but, also, in county, district and towne
ship affairs, This amendment is drawﬁ to meet the rules as lald
down by the Bupreme Court of the United 8tates in construing the
federal constitution and we have the greatest assurance that it
will stand the tést before all the courts.

The reason the opponents are so desperate in filing abus-
ive arguments is because they realize that this amendment is drawn
in accordance with decisions of the Bupreme Court of the United |
Btates, The opponents of this amendment dare not attack it on its
merits, but seek to array oppesition to it on account of assuming
that it is hot being sought to be adopted through patriotic and
honest purpose but for corrupt partisan purposes,

What was the purpose in Connecticut in 184% when article

8 of its constitution was adopted which required every qualified




elector to "sustain a good moral character."™ This test applied in
a greal many of the colonies and originally in a great many of the
older states, Obviously, the object then was to put the control of
government in the hands not only of the intelligent, but, also, of
people with good morals and good charaocter,

P, 8, Nagle, Socialist leadsr, arguing on behalf of negro
citizens against this amendment, submits census and election figures
in the attempt to show that the effeet of the eleotion laws in a
number of Bouthern states has been to diafranghia@ white voters by
the wholesale, also. "There were 150,530 white men of voting age
in Miesiesippi in 1900," he points out., "Did all these white men
get to vote? No. The total vote cast was 59}150, which means that
91,380 whité men did not vote, Almost twice as many men did not
vote as did vote -« and the reason is that two-thirds of them could
not vote," The small vote Mr, Nagle refers to was polled at the
general presidential eléction held in the fall. Any school boy
reared in a Southern community can expose the fallagy of thé Nagle
argument, for such boy knows that in the heafily Demooratic states
a full vote is never polled in the general election; that the vote
ing strength is only gotten out in the primary election; that the
real gontesta being then over, a large portion of the voters stay
at home in the fall election knowing their votes would not change
the results in any wiese, Mr. Nagle should have been fair and sube=
mitted the votes cast at the primary election in thoﬁe‘Southarn
states,

The contention is made if this amendment is adopted the
precinct registrar would have to take evidence as to whether the
proposed elector, or any of his ancestors, fought for his country,
Or that if the registration law should be dispensed with that then
such faoct would have to be determined by the election inspector,

By the constitution of this 8tate every veter, with certain excepe
tionsg, is rsgﬁirad to be a citizen of the United 8Biates and tb have

resided within the Btate one year, in the county 8ix months and the




precinet thirty days, Under laws that have existed in this state
from the time the territory was opened, similar residence and cone
ditions were required, and these facts have ever had to be deters
mined in the cities by the registration officer where registration
was required and in the country precincts where registration was
not required by the precinet election board,

Ihis amendment will facilitate the purity of elections

and ald in bringing about better government.

e T
For %efr‘z‘f"z.e‘ji/ %

plative Committee,




REJOINDER BY COMMITTEE AS TO THE PROPOSED CONSTITUTIONAL ANENDMENT KNOWH
AS SENATE JOINT RESOLUTION MO, 6, SUBMITTED BY THE LEGISLATURE, DEFINING
THE QUALIFICATIONS OF VOTRERS AND PROUIBITING A PROPERTY QUALIFICATION,

Requiring every voter to read or write any section of the con-
stitution of the state, excluding from such requirement persons who had,
or whose ancestors had served in land or naval forces of the United States,
or of any foreign nation, or in the national guard or militia, as a voting
test, and forever prohibiting the legislature from imposing propérty quali-
fication or test, harmonizes with the progressive spirit of our times, For,
with our educational system and compulsory education and moonlight schools,
education is now within the srasp of every individual,

Fy Bulletin 129 from the Tederal Pureau of Census, 44,237 male
negroes over 21 years of age reside in this state. In some counties 407
of the population are negroes, In many school and commissioners! districts
and townships a majority of population negroes, Wherever possible, under
limitations of federal constitution, the vicious and ignorant should be
eliminated from control in state, county, district and township aftairs,
Realizing that this amendment does not violate the federal constitution its
opponents cannot successfully attack it on its merits, but by abuse and
insinuation seek its defeat,

Article 8 of the Connecticut constitution requires every qualified
elector to "sustain a good moral character". Such test was applied in some
of the Colonies and originally in many of the states. The object was that
those with intelligence and good morals and character should direct the
affairs of government,

In the southern states on account of the negro question practi-
cally only one political party exists, Consequently the full vote is in
the primary and not the general election. There is no necessity for a
full vote to turn out in the general election ahd frequently it is erroneous-
ly argued that many white voters are disfranchised in the southern states
when such is not a fact.

The contention is made that if this amendment be adopted the &
registrars would have to take evidence as to whether proposed elector, or “
any of his ancestors, fought for his country, or that if the reglstration
should be dispensed with, then such fact would have to be determined Ty

the election inspector. By the constitution of this state every voter,




with certain exceptions, is required to be a citizen of the lnited
States and reside within the State one year, county six months and
precinct thirty days, Under laws existing in this State from the
organization of the territory, similar residence conditions were
required and these facts have ever had to be determined in the cities
of Oklahoma Territory and State by the registration officers, and in
the country precincts where registration was not required, by the
precinct election uvoard,

This amendment will fTacilitate the purity of elections and

-

vetter government,

QL@J»ﬁd']; {szvA”LIZtﬁ; T,

Tor Joint Legislative Committee,

aid in bringing about
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Biened, J, L. Lyon,
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Answer to shove leleorsg e
Jackeon MHiocs, April 26 19186

Oxlahioma City Ok
Have no statitory law disfracchisine white neonlie

Siened Jogo W Power
Jecy BState

to Seeretary of State of Alabama.

Teleopram =ent 3
Aprit £06th, 1916,

weceretary of “tate, .
Honteomery L
Have you a noll fax in g
citizens of votine see 538 one 5F the requisites in votine?
Simned Je L. Lyon,
‘ Secre*ﬂ“J of 3tate.

Answer Lo above teleorsm.
Sontoomery Ala  Apl 26
J L Lyons ‘
decy  of state

Oklae City Okla
1V FiTty conts aonlies to males hetween

Poll tax one 300 lar and
;(/Zéﬁo

IS

twenty one and Torts Tive
(3irned) John Purifer,

secty. of State

end does this arnly to a1l male
1

16

%%‘7\



-~
I
-
-3
ot
PIR
e
-y
- ~

Al

- - .
i e
v
N
o )
.
3
[
- bara
® P
y e
P .
- N
.

P mo“mu‘muihowu -

| : meuu.ia* m»@ oo EmﬁE%S A ¢
R 2oy s AImpLRg?
: : :&Qm&«d‘x.o 30 3L d..hw. cﬁ.hﬁvw. ) OHYTAO
e WAANYHOWEN SAUVITIOES -
, n W 7 i «..‘J n ﬁ(
cviE g ‘ . -




	\\sospub\image\Questions\82.tif
	image 1 of 45
	image 2 of 45
	image 3 of 45
	image 4 of 45
	image 5 of 45
	image 6 of 45
	image 7 of 45
	image 8 of 45
	image 9 of 45
	image 10 of 45
	image 11 of 45
	image 12 of 45
	image 13 of 45
	image 14 of 45
	image 15 of 45
	image 16 of 45
	image 17 of 45
	image 18 of 45
	image 19 of 45
	image 20 of 45
	image 21 of 45
	image 22 of 45
	image 23 of 45
	image 24 of 45
	image 25 of 45
	image 26 of 45
	image 27 of 45
	image 28 of 45
	image 29 of 45
	image 30 of 45
	image 31 of 45
	image 32 of 45
	image 33 of 45
	image 34 of 45
	image 35 of 45
	image 36 of 45
	image 37 of 45
	image 38 of 45
	image 39 of 45
	image 40 of 45
	image 41 of 45
	image 42 of 45
	image 43 of 45
	image 44 of 45
	image 45 of 45


