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1900___..____ .815| ' '

; : . - ¥ . ® [

| 1902 _____ 1963 The So(:lallst P arty Of Oklahoma

1904 ________ 4443

1906______ . 4042 Office of

1908 wenone - 2T H. M. SINCLAIR

1910" ,‘L‘“ 24707 Secretary-Treasurer

1912: ... 41424

1914_______._ 52963 Rooms 414-15-16-17 Scott Thompson Building

27.8 per cent. gain over 1912 . .

114 per cent. gnlr} over 1910 OKLAHOMA CITY. OKLA

Ilarch 9,1916

¥

Hon. J. L. L‘y(;n,
| weceretory of state,
Oklahoma City,0Okla.
Deor Lir:i- «

Ijherewith transmit to you an exact copy of

State Quostion 110,80, Initialive Letition 110.5%, with
" et
Ballot Ditle Lo the same. I agk that you file swume in

vour office and take such further steps in the premises

o8 may be required by law.

Very respectfuk
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State Question o.80.
IRITIARIVE PRETITION NO.BS
BALLOT TITLE:

The glet of this proposition is;

That the legialaﬁuxé
shall never pess any eot with the emergency portaeining to the
roglatration of olestors; +{hat the pevple through the initistive
shall have the exclusive right % provide for registration of
alepturs throughout state and incorporsted cities or towns,
creating office of registrar and designeting city olerk ss such
registrar; providing for appointment of registrar whewe office of
eity clerk does not exist; providing penalties for a violstion of

~"this amendment, and spedifically reposling "sSenate Bill Ho.38"
passed by Extraordinery Session of Fifth Legislature and all

other laws 1lnconsistent h@rawith.




Hon.vs. Pe Preeling,

Oklahoma, Oklahoma., -

Dear 8ir:

Pollowing is a copy of the provosed ballot
title of S,&té Question No. 80, Initistive Peti-
tion %o, 63, gubmitted for your anvroval:

"The gist of thic vprovosition 1s: That the
Lepislature chall never pass wny ot with the
emerzency pertaining to the registration of |
elentors; that the people Lhrough the initia-
tive shall have tho exeluuive right to mrovide
for registreticn of eclectors throughout state
and incorrorated oitiﬂ%%cr towns, remistrar;
providing for apuolintient of regiotrer where
office of city clerk does not exist; rroviding
rens ties for a violation of this amend wnt,

and specifically repealing "Senate Bill Ho. a3av

pagsed by Extreordinary Scesion of Mifth ILepig-
leture end all other laws inconsistent herowith.”

Yours very truly,

SECRETARY O STATH.

JLL~P




. S.P.FREELING
ATTORNEY GENERAL

JNO, B: HARRISON
R.E.WOODK "« .
R. M¢ MILLAN
SMITH ¢¢MATSON
C.W.KING

J. L HOWARD

STATE OF OKLAHOMA
OFFICE OF THE-
ATTORNEY GENERAL

BANKING DEPARTMENT

o HEMILEY

SCHOOL LAND DEPARTMENT ' OKLAHOMA CITY

ASSISTANT ATTORNEYS GEMERAL

- Y “
PLEASE REFER TO INITIAL ___S..tM_

March 11, 1916.

In re State Question HNo. 80,
Initiative Petition No. 53,

Honorable J. L. Lyon,
Secretary of State,
Oklahoma City, .Oklahoma.
Sir: ‘

You are hereby notified?ih writing that the pro-
posed ballot title for State uestion No. 80, Tnitistive
Petition No. 53, 1n my 0pinion is not entirely in hafrmony
with the law, and I am enclosing herein ballot title for
gald State wyuestion No. 80, Tnitilative Fetition No. 53,
which in my opinion is in legal form, in harmony with
the law, and which you will substitute and use as &
ballot title for said State wuesiion No. 80, Iniﬁiative
Petitilon No. 53, in the place of the one submiited.

Yery truly,

? !
Attorgé; Ggigjzijezkw“M7

B e
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STATE QUESTICN Ne. 80.

INITIATIVE PETITION No. 53.

BALLOT TITLE,

Yy
x‘

;Therpist of the p*opQSLQJOH is;
. IR _“ ( n m{
l & Ki
To nrevont 1e g;slature from passing any law
(‘% ﬁ ! A
c nCerhlnb rerlstr@tlon mf ﬁlébtoro JTOVlﬂlng thé
Q; & g wlLeL y I
L :‘J s fl g )ﬂ N » s .

1n1t1dt1vc a8 the bnljw%mtnwd‘&o enact SUGC

i

v1d1n5 revlotr¢t10% syﬁé%m71ﬂ’clti S and;ﬁowns d?sig—
4 ! B i o ' ﬂ i e !
i @1 i lﬁ H } G ! .
Wuth} city or town cleﬁl é$ r P ?tnar m%mlng hl: duties
«" ,,’ ‘ 'J 1

and qomgeHSatlon @rov1i§gg altles for VlOlMTlOHS by

i

e

TCTASb ar, rov1d1hg twat wn"tw3rmwme rs of én electlon
P Y T
- [ - W

board velieving a citizen nblds neblstrutlon Le;tlflcat
to which he is not entitled and offers a false or fraud-
ulent certificate of registration, shall without complaint

or warrant arrest such citizen snd deliver him to en

officer; repesling Jenate Bill No. 38.
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March 14th, 1916,

IS

oe e Torris,

.

Hon.
Oklghoma, Oklahoma,
Dear Hir:
Following s & cony of Bullot Wiile 0 “tnte
Cunation Mos o0, Tu'tiotiwv Petition To., B3 ap

aprroved by the “tiorpey Cener 1.

"Mhe sict 0f Lhe vronos siticn isr Do yrevent
leglisiaiure fion ﬂm;@;w m,,' l W conoorning ra-
gistratic. ol clact oo Co o Ale intiistive
By : i to euaet sueh law: providing
regi. ol eitiar and Lo, Copienade
g ST B ‘:;'t‘r:; ~, acaing his

T4 2

T St Wl iag for

Liows by ro,r,mf:c’m" at any two
rertiare 07T gny eloatian evine o eitiven
olds rewistration "(:1‘L‘:1‘( e Lo which he 1 not
entitled upd oi’fmr' 2 felse or froulfulent gert i-
ficate of remiutrat’ ion, ahall without conmr *;;nt
or warrant arrest much citizen :nd coo
to an officer: repculine lenpte Biii S0e BligM

dirtd ey
rvinlal

-

¢

Yours very truly,

= YT N A Ty
SECR ‘;.Lu.,,.sr ‘)" STATK o
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i
Oklshoms (ity, May 6, 1916

Recoived of H. ﬁ Sinalair on petitions to State ﬁuestion No 80,

Initiative Patiﬁlon No 55.the gum of Eighty-one Thousand 3ix

Hundred and &hirteen(Sl 613) names,and same were made Qf record in

i

this office on this date.

 Done it the c&yital in Oklahome City, State of Q&lahoma this
Sixth day of May, Aq v » 1916 at 1:30 oclock P.M

!
i
|
!
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ARGUEENT ALGAIHST THE ADOPTION CF
STATE QUBESTICIH NO. 80, INITIATIVE
PETITION NO, b53.

The gist of thie proposition ig to adopt a con-
stitutional provision so as to prevent the Legislature
from passing any law concerning regigtration of electors,
and providing that the initiative, by means of petition
from the people, shall be the only method or means by which
a registration law may be enzeted; providing registration
system in cities and towns; designating city or town clerk
ag registrar, naming his duties and compensation; providing
penaltice for violations by reglstrar; providing that any
two members of any election board, believing a citizen holds
regiagtration certificate to which he is not entitled and
believing that he offere a felse or fraudulent certificate
of registration, shall, without complaint or warrant, ar-
rest such citizen and deliver him to an officer: repesl ing
Senate Bill No. 38, which is the lew now providing for reg-
istration of voters.

This propoged socialist amendment to the Constitu-
tion of this state violates the federal constitution and
renders our state government unrepublican in form.

In Kedderly v. Portland, 44 Ore, 118, 74 Pac. 710,

it is seaid: -

"Under this amendment, (referring to the Initia-
tive and Referendum) it is true, the people may exercise
& legislative power, and may, in effect, veto or defeat
bills passed and approved by the legislature and the
Governor; but the legislative and executive departments
are not destroyed, nor their powers or suthority materi-
ally curtailed. Laws proposed and enacted by the people
under the initiative clause of the amendment are subject
to the same constitutionsl limitations as other statutes,
and mﬁy be amended or repealed by the legislature at
will.

For the reasons therein set forth the Oregon court
held that the initiative and referendum did not violate the
Federal Constitution or render the state goverument unrepub-
lican in form.

Section 7 of Article 5 of the Constitution of the

state of Oklahoma provides as follows:




"The reservation of the powers of the initiative
and referendum in this article shall not deprive the
Legislature of the right to repeal any law, propose or
pass any meagure, which may be consistent with the Con-
stitution of the State and the Constitution of the
United States.”

The members of the Constitutional Convention of

Oklahoma had this decision of the Supreme Court of Oregon
before them whilet framing the initiative and referendum
provisiony for the Constitution of thisg states, and, in or-
der to make our state government republican in form, submit-
ted said Section 7, which provides that the legislature shall
have the power to repeal or amend any law adopted by means

of the people through the initiative and which was approved
by the people at the ballot box.

The socialists, in this proposed smendment, seek to
nullify that provision. Hed not this provision been placed‘
in our State Constitution, the Attorney Genersl of the Unit-
ed States would not have advised President Roosevelt thet the
Constitution of Oklahome did not render our state government
unrepublican in form.

Ve cannot believe that the members of the repub-
lican party can be induced by socialist propaganda to support
the proposed constitutionsl provision which is violative of
the federal Constitution, because, perchance, some of them
may be opposed to a registration law that extends to every
precinect. |

A written Constitution with fixed limitatiors as
to the exercise of governmental powers and through and un-
der which the protection of life, liberty and property and an
equal opportunity in the pursuit of happiness and in indus-
trial activities is to be afforded every individual, is eg-
sential to the perpetuity of popular government.

Further’the propoged socilalist constitutional amend-
ment violates the fundamental principles of liberty and hu-

men rights, wherein it provides that any two members of an

election board, believing that a citizen holds a registration
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certificate to which he is not entitled or believing that a
citizen offers a false or fraudulent certificate of regis-
tration, shall, without complaint or warrant, arrest such
citizen and deliver him to an officer and forthwith report
the matter to the County Attorney to the end that the matter
mey be dealt with according to law. Such authorization en-
ables with impunity any two members of an election board %o
intimidate voters. Under that constitutional grant, it would
be within the power of any two members of the election boards
to have the jails on election dsy filled with persons who of-
fered to vote, although on the next day such voters would be
discharged on the ground that they had not violated the law.
Such election officials could hide behind said socialist
constitutionsl provision under the plea that they believed
that the registration certificate was false or fraudulent,
or that such citizen was not entitled to hold same, and there-
fore they were authorized to arrest such citizen or citizens
and deliver them over to the custody of the law. Why not
aﬁﬁhorize them in all cases where they had doubts to segre-
gate such registration certificate for proper determination
as to whether the same was flagse or fraudulent or the party
wag entitled to hold same so that there might be a proper
and orderly adjudication of the matter in accordance with the
-safeguards of the law that have existed through the whole
history of our government since 17769

This emphasizes the diﬁiif@fi:iﬂfﬁi?%wizgéz%?g%ii»f
matters in a constitution. Suchﬁprovisions as prove to be
wrong, dangerous, or unwise, cannot be changed by the legis-
lature, howsoever necessary it mey be for such change to
be made.

The socialist party is revolutionary. It don't

believe in a government of law, and its propaganda is de-

structive of a fixed and certain law and a government under
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o written Constitution with fixed 1limitations to protect
minorities against the fury of the me jority. Matters of
legislative detail should not in this way be carved into

o written Constitution, but left so that the legislature could
amend or repeal same if experlence ghould render same &d-
visable.

The noigse made by the socialist leaders would in-
dicate thet a reglstration law providing for the registre-
tion of voters in every precinct of the state ig something
of an innovation. Such is not borne out by the rvecord. In
forty states o general registration of voters is required
in every precinct. Twenty-seven of these states being re-
publican and thirteen democratic, are as follows:

Alabama, Arizona, Californie, Colorado, Comnecticut,
Deleware, Florida, Georgia, Ideho, Indiana, Louisiana, Maory-
land, laine, lapsachusetts, Michigan, ilinnesote, Missisesippi,
Montana, Nevada, New Hampshire, New Jersey, New Mexico, New
York, lorth Carolina, Horth Dakote, Cklahowms, Oregon, FPeuu-
sylvania, Rhode Island, South Caroline, South Dakota, Tenn-
esgsee, Utah, Vermont, Virginie, West Virginia, Wisconsin,

Wyoming, Illinois and Washington.

INITIATIVE AND REFPEKENDUM NECESSITATES
GRUBRAL AnGLolRALION.

The following states have adopted the initiative
end referendum:

South Dakota, Cregon, Washington, Cdlifornis, Ne-
vada, Arizona, lontana, Utah, Colorado, North Dakota, Okla-
homa, Ohio, Missouri, Nebraska, Arkansas, Missiseippi and
Yo ine. In all of these states in which the initiative and
roferendum has been adopted general regigtration in every
precinet is required, except in Ohio, Missourl, Nebraske
ond Artansas. In the states of Arizouna, Cdlifornia, Wagh~

ington, Montana, Colorado, Utah, North Dakote, Mississippl

R4

and llelne, where the initiative and referendum has been




(:v‘*

adopted, a uniform or general registration in every pre-

cinct is required.

SUCH LEGISLATION SHOULD NOT BE CAR-
VED INTO THE CONSTITUTION,

,&"{ Both on account of the provnlo;ls <‘ontraven1ng

ﬁthﬂd Federal Coanstitution &nd also on acco‘unt oi the nany

""_ Wp@“mfic vicious, and unwise provislona of leg«)lslatlon
AT

af; 1onta1ned in this proposed soc,lallst constl‘butlonal 'pI‘OVl-

"f uion, we ask you to vote against the adOpvt}osldof the same.
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