-3TATE QUESTION NO. 78~—INITIATWE PETITI’ON
'HO 51 aRC S s v 1%

Argument for the Adoptlon of the Proposed
Constitutional Amendment Krown . as

“THE FAIR ELECTION LA.‘W:‘”

Number of voting precinets in Oklahowa in 1914, . ... 2.550
Number of precinets eavvied hy the Republicans. .. ... 1,054

— Number of precinets carried by the Democrats. ... ... 37
Number of precinets carried hy the Socialists. ... .. .. - 202
Number of precinets showing a tie vote............. M
Numiber of preciuets failing to 1éport the vote cast. 24
, Number of ]uemncts showing Sovialists second pnt\ " 420

Did the Republican party have representation on ‘the
yarious eleetion hoards? NO.

Did the Soeialist party have any representation? “NO.

Did the l)emoomls of the State have any- 1(-|)1(*~:(Juld~
tion? NO.

Were -the ’[,)00]_-)10 of the State vepreseuted? NO.

Who did have representation? TIE  WILLIAMS
MACHINE. :

How is this possible?  Beeause the present cleetion law
gives the Governor the power to nmme all of the (-loctkou )
officers.

Is sueh' a Jaw democratic? NO.

Is it fair to the p(-oplq-”’ NO. ‘

Do youwhelieve in fair representation to all ;uutwa ,mcl‘
to all of the people of thix State? Do vou helieve in I ATl
BLECTIONS!? _

i I YOU DO, THEN REPEAL THE PRESENT ONFE .

MAN MACHINE TAW AND VOTE FOR THE (ONSTI-

TUTIONAL AMENDMENT 'KNOWN AS ©THE FATK )

FLECTTON LAW,”? and which will be submitted as STATE .

QUESTION NO. 78, INTTIATIVIE PETITION NO. 51.
Relative Strength of Parties.

Of the 2,550 precinets in the State the Demoeratie party
carried but 937. 1n 1,613 precinets the Demoeratie party
Was o minority party, and vet absolutely dominated and
controlled the entire election machinery in all these precinets,

T 922 precinets, whieh is morve than a third of all the
precinets in the State, the Socialist party was either first
or second party, and vet was not entitled to representation
on any elecion hoard in the State.

Under the Present Law—

The Governor appoints the State Tlection Board.

The State Election Boavd appoints every County K lec-
tion Board.

The County Election Board appoints every Precinet .
Flection Board. . -

The Governor has ‘rhc power to remove any election
official at will.

An invisible wire runs trom the _(fovernor’s office iuto
every-v oting precivet of the ht«lto and thus controls BVERY
vote in the btdte




-Under the Present Law—

The Republican party is entitled to representation oun
TVERY election board. TPhe intent and spirit of the law
is to have the Republican member selocted by the Republican
party. In practice this is not done, hut a Republiran mem-
her is selected that is satisfactory to the Governor’s machine.
By this means the Republican parvty is denied representation
on the election hoards.  The Denwcratie-party, or that pavt
of it that'is in harmony with the Williams wachine, is the
ouly organization that sceurves representation.  Yes, not
representation only, hut DOMINEERING CONTROL over
the entire election machinery.

Under the Present Law—

The making of the returns of all, elections ix in the
haunds of the Williams machine. . Thix is true of the primary,
as well as of the general eleetions. Through this power -
practice has developed to hold hack the returns of such pre-
cinets and counties as will vitally affect the results of sueh
election. This is done for the purpose of knowing before-
hand the number of votes that will he necessary to per-
petuate the rule of the machine.

To ‘abolish the preseit “ONBE-MAN” and “ONT-
MACHINE” election law, the people of the State have
initiated a constitutional amendment known as

The Fair Election Law.

Under the Fair Election Law—

The parties that will he recognized as entitled to repre-
sentation. on ALL election hoards will he the three leading
parties of the State. This weans the Democratic, Republi-

an and Socialist parties.

Tivery election hoard in the State will consist of three
members, one from cach of these parties.

Joach of the political parties through its respective State’
chairman nawes the elector that is to vepresent that party
on the State JFlection-Board. The Secretary of State shall
then ratify the choice of such™parties by appointing the
man named. He has no power to appoint otherwise.

The members of the Connty Kleetion Board are selected
by each political party through their respective county-chair-
man, and the electors so selected shall hmediately “he ap--
pointed by the Seecrctary of State.

The members ol the Predtuet Eleetion Board are select-
ed in like mamner by cach political party through their
rexpective county chairmen, and the electors so selected shall
be immediately appointed -hy the -county clerk of sneh
coundty. -

Under the Fair Election Law—

The counting of the hallot is safeguarded.

The DeIl‘].Ol"l‘ltl(‘ member-of the Precinet Blection Board
appoints oue counter.

The Republican mewber appoints one counter.

The Socialist -member ‘appoints one eounter,

The fourth counter shall be agrecd upon by the hoard
or a majority thereof. Thus each party is eutitled to at
least one of the four (4) counters.

Under the Fair Election Law-— :
Any aember, counter. employee or appeintee of ANV




Avérage Vote

27.8 per cent. gain over
1912

114 per cent. gain over
1910

P. O. Box 276 Phone Wal. 1079

The Socialist Party of Oklahoma

~ OFFICE OF
H. M. SINCLAIR

Secretary-Treasurer

Rooms 414-15-16-17, Scott Thompson Building

Oklahoma City, Okla.
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Average Vote

27.8 per cent. gain over

1912
114 per cent. gain over
1910
Hon, J, L. Lyoen,

+ P. O. Box 276

BT Phone Wal. 1079

The Socialist Party of Oklahoma

OFFICE OF
H. M. SINCLAIR

Secretary-Treasurer

Rooms 414-15-16-17, Scott Thompson Building

Oklahoma City, Okla.

July 15th, 1915,
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S.P.FREELING
ATTORNEY GENERAL

JNO.B.HARRISON

SMITH C.MATSON
ASSISTANT ATTORNEYS GENERAL

PLEASE REFER TO INITALS

STATE OF OKLAHOMA

OFFICE OF THE
ATTORNEY GENERAL

OKLAHOMA CITY July 19, 1915
SCM~Jjw

In re:

Ballot Title,
Initiative Petition No. 51,
gstate Question No, 78,

To The

Seeretary of Siote,

on the 16th instant, this office recaeived a letter

from wr, H, M, 8inelair. Seecretarv-Treasurer of the Socialist

Party of Oklahoma. enclosing a copy of State Question No. 78,

Initiative Petition No. 51, with a proposed ballot title

therefor as follows:

"Initiative Petition No. 51, St-te Question No,78,
Ballot Title,

The gist of the proposition is: That each of the .
three leading volitical parties as shown by the vote last
cas$ for governor, shall h-ve one member each on the
state, county, and precinet election bosrds; providing
that members of sald boards shall be appointed by
chairman of sald political parties; mambers of state
board to be appointed by Stnte chairman ; members of county
snd precinet boards to be appointed by count- chalrmen,;
providing that state election boards shall canvass stote
returng; when boards shall assume dutizs of offlce;
conwensa tion of hembers of board; and penalties for viol-
ation of election laws," '

Which ballot title 1s rejected by the attorney general and the

following ballot title is substituted therefor:




S . P.FREELING STATE OF OKLAHOMA

ATTORNEY GENERAL OFFICE OF THE

JNO.B.HARRISON ATTORNEY GENERAL
J.H.MILEY

R.E.WOO0D
R.MC MILLAN
SMITH C.MATSON
ASSISTANT ATTORNEYS GENKRAL

OKLAHOMA CITY

PLEASE REFER TO INITALS

Secretary of Statle, 2

rgtate Question No, 78, Initiative Petition No, 51,
Ballot Title.

Amends Article 3, Constitution, by adding sections abolish -
ing =211 existing election boards and providing for state
election board of three electors selected one eiach by
stoate ghairman of each of three political parties casting
groantest nuber of votes for Gevernor at lost preceding
general election; similsr county and precinet boards
selected by county chairmen; majority of members of each
bosrd constituting quorua, and may make temporary aP-
nointments to vacaneies; provides for canvassing of re-
turns; compensation of members of boards; penalties for
violation of election laws; and gives state Loards power
to meke rules and reculations, Operative ilmuedintely on
adoption, v

Very truly,
Tor The Attorney General,

Gonectt= © Malorn

0B-8t gsgistant Attorney General.

g0 Py

Qe - A } b P
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STATE OF OKLAHOMA
DEPARTMENT OF STATE
OKLAHOMA CITY

J. L.LYON CHAS.MSCAFFERTY
SECRETARY . ASST. SECRETARY

July 30th, 1915.

RECEIVED of J. L. Lyon, Secretary of State,
certification of Ballot Title as filed by the

Attorney General on State Question HNo. 78, In-
Mg §“

SECRETARY OF STATE ELECTION BOARD.

itiative Petition No., Hl.




September 13th, 191b.
To hig Ixcellency the Governor of Oklahona,
Hone Roe L. Tilliame,
City:

Deer Sirs

In re Initiative Petition Io. B1l, State Cues-
tion No. 78, this will ndtify you that same has
been accepted in this office chowing 064,037 petition-
ers, and that ballot title preparecd by the Attorney
General on July 19th, 191 has been accepted by H.
e Sinclsir end 7. Ge. Hagle, petitioners, in writ-
ing and Tiled in this office September 1ith, 1915,

Yours very truly,

SECRETARY OF SUATE.

JIJIJ"'P
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. O. R PHON .
AVERAGE VOTE P. O. BOX 777 76 ONE W. 1079
1900 ____ 815 ‘
[ ] [

 — s\ The Socialist Party of Oklahoma
1906 - 4042 Office of
1908 21779 H. M. SINCLAIR
1910 - 247017 ’ Secretary-Treasurer
1912 _____ 41424
1914 52963 ' Rooms 414-15-16-17 Scett Thompson Building
27.8 per cent. gain over 1912
114 per cent. gain over 910 OKLAHOMA CITY. OKLA

, .

Hose J. L. Lyon, , april 2lst., 1916.
Jperetyry of “tate,

Oklshoms CRLYy, Oklo.

Near Sir:

o hevewlih submit twenty five coples of an Argusent
pfw#arad oy @ s 4 Committee representing the vatitionera, whioh
you wiil File, publish and adiotrilutoe, ne provided by lsw, as
The Argument ot the part of the rPetitioners in State Cusstion Ho. 78
Initistive Petition fio. 51.

| ' Very respoctfully,
Je Luther Langoton
John PFagel
Charles 7, Gibson
Le De Gillewpis
Freda ~, Holt
He He Sinclasir
"o 3e Hogle

The Committeog,




April 21st, 1916.

To Honorabdble J. Luther Langston, John Hagel,
Chaa. T. Gibson, L. D. Gillispie, Pred
We Holt, He M., Sincleir and P. 8. Nagle,
being Committee submitting argument on
3tate Juestion Noe 78, Initiative Petition
Ho. Hl.

Gentlemen:

I hereby receiptfor this argumsnt twenty-five in
number, and would advise that up to date I have not
received from the Hon. R. L. Willlams, Governor any
proclamation calling for the election on the above
gtated question and for that recason it will be im-
possible for me to have printed in the pamphlet for
distribution to the eiectors of the state as provid-
ed for in Senate Rill No. 40.

This arsument will be filed in this office and
retained until such time as proclamation may be issued
for the election on the azbove stuted question.

Yours very truly,

SHECRETARY OF STATUH,.




ARGUMENT AGAINST THE ADOPTION
OF STATE QUESTION NO. 78, INITIATIVE
PETITION NO. 51, g

~

The argument filed by certain socialist leaders in

support of state question Wo, 78, initiative petition No. 51, in

all respects from beginning to end is migleading, Reference
to same as " a Tair election law" isg a misnomer, It should be

more properly referred to as an amendument, when adopted, 1o
subjeet the people of the state to partisan machine manipulation
and rule,

Regardl

[6)
w

3 pf whether the party elevated to power by
tue people receives a majority or plurality of votes cast at
such election, the amendment proposed provides for a state
election board of three megbers, selected one each by state
chairmen of the three political parties in the state casting
greatest number of- votes for Gevernor in suech election,

Sipilar countv and precinct election boards are 1o
be appointed by county chairmen of such political parties,
lMajority of members of each board is to constitute a quorum and
meke temporary appointments to fill vacancies in such boards,
The Secretary of State is to be ex-officlo Secretary of such
election board and County Clerk ex-officio Secretary of County
Election Board. Tach member of any election board, whether
State or County, is subject to removal by respective party
chairmen at any time without any reason given therefor,

The State Blection Board created by this provision is
dﬁthorized +o make all rules and regulations to govern boards
ther éhy created, not inconsistent with said provision, for the
purpose of carrying out ahd moking effective the terms of said
provision and the election laws of the state.

The State Election Board is required by said provision

to adont a uniform and convenient system of poll books, tally

sheets, certificates, affidavits, oaths, envelopes, bags and




other election blanks and supplies required by election lawg,
and consistent with said provision, and wihen so adopted, same
is to be used by the several precinct election hoards,

This constitutional amendment provides for the
several state, county and precinct election boards without any
megher of such board, or any persor appointing any member of
such board, being veted for by the people at any elecltlion or
appointed by any officer elected by the people, and places the

ihe
clections of the state, counties and precincts inﬂhands of
stute and county chairmen of the two minority parties --mark
you, not in thehands of the neople constituting th e two
minority parties, but in the hands of the state and county
chairmen of the two minority parties --and without any pro=-
vision having been made as to how such chairmen must be
selected,

Let such constitutional provision be adopted and

you lay the foundation for building party macnines and creating

)

party bosses and absolutely placing every particle o: election

b

machinery under absolute control of state and county chairmen
of the two minority parties.

When the people elect gtate officers, such officers
go into office under sanction of an oath to carry out commands
of the people as expressed by law, If this proposed socialist
amendment is adopted, then the state officers, when elected,
would be required to admidster and enforce every statute of the
stnte, except that relating to elections, that power veing
reserved to the state and county chairmen of the two minority
parties who had not been éntrusted to exerclse governmental
power by the people. By means oFf subterfuge and under guise

of a so-called"falxw clection law" they scek to carve out a
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machine plan by which the minority may rule and not the majority,

and the state government be rendered unrepublican in form,

Mr, Madison defines a republicah form of government
as:

WA governmgnt which derives all its powers, directly or
fatored by percons holding thelr offices daring pleasure, for
a limited period, or during good behavior. It is essential to
such a government that it be derived from the great body of
gigigtg% ?2?“not from any inconsiderable proportion or a favored

Obviously, the kind of government contemplated by this
socialist amendment would render the state government unrepublican
in form, Members of the state and county election boards would
not derive their power directly or indirectly from the great
body of the people, but from the chairmen of two political
parties, and the chairmen of the two minority parties could not
be said under this view "to deyive their powers from the great
body of the people", This amendment contemplates a minority
g oVernment and not a government by a majority as to electim
matters, A republican form of government contemplates the
protection of the minority in the administration of government,
but not that the minority, by artifice and subterfuge, through
party representation, should rule and control.

Under the existing election laws the state election
board is composed of three members, two of whom are appointed
by the Governor with the consent and concurrence of the State
Senate, the third member being the Secretary of the State Benate,
The members of the Btate Senate are elected by the people. The
Covernor is elected by the people. The Governor appointe, with
the consent and concurrence of the Senate, two members of the

Statc Election Poard, but they cannot be members of the same

political party. The other member of the State Election Board,

is Secretary of the Senate, is elected by the State Senate,

who




s

Which comes nearer representing thé whole people and constituting
a republicen form of government, this or the soclalist plan
presented in this proposed amendment? Everybody is familiar

as to how party chairmen are selected. Only a very small

per cent of the party as a rule, participate in the selection

of state or county chairmen,

The State Klection Board as now constituted is as
follows: E. Dunlap, Ardmore, Democrat; Harry Becler, Checotah,
Republican, and member of the Republican State Central Committee;
Joe §. Morris, of Hooker, Secretary of the SBtate Senate,
| (Session Laws 1910-11, Chap. 106, p. 224; Session
Laws, 1913, Chap. 157, p. 315.)

The county election board as constituted at this
time under existing law is composed of three members. One
member of the county éection board, who acts as its Secretary,
igs appointed by the State El#ction Board, The two political
parties receiving the largest number of votes at the last
general election each name one member of the county election
board.

Under ruling of Attorney General of this state, the
selection of members of the county board byvpolitical parties
must be made by county central committee of such party. When
the County Central Comnittee in session gelects such person,
he fthen and there becomes a member of such county election board.
(Session Laws 1910-11, Chap. 106, Sec. 3, P. 225.) Such
county election board is required to select eleetion boards in
each precinct to consist of three qualified electors thereofl,
proviegion also being made for selection of four counters to be
equitably distribfited petween the polifical parties.

In Rogers ve Reynmolds, 43 Okla. 528, the Supreme

Court of this state held that the statutory provision for

equitable distribution of counters between the organized
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political parties, not exceeding four, was binding, and that
where the election board had failed to meke such distribution
in the selection of counters, the district court had juris-
diction to require the same to be done,

Under the lawe as they now exist, there is a complefe
plan and system for the holding of fair and honest elections in
every precinct andmunicipality and county, at the same time
providing for the participation of party organizations in the
holding of these elections, 80 far as necessary to preserve
the integrity and purity of such election, and at the same time
preserving a republican form of government, For instance, a
republican is selected by a majority of members of Republican
County Central Committee, for every county election board.

The democratic party has two representatives on such board.

The democratic party, which is the party in power, ig“responsible
for the holding of these elections, and should have control of
the board in order to execute its trust. The republican party,
through its represatative, is there as g witness to every acty
In other words, this minority representatim from the next
gtrongest party is as a safe-guard to prevent wrong or fraud.

As to precinct board, if there are not over four political
parties, each party, under the law, will have a counter, because
four counters are provided for and under holding of the Supreme
Court it ismandatory for the precinct board to distribute these
counters among the political parties. In addition, in every
precinct, there is minority representation on every board.'

By this proposed constitutional amendment under the
guise of a go-called "fair election law" it would be possible
for the State Blection Board to prescribe the fory and color of
the ballots They may prescribe a white ballot for the Prohi-

bitionists; s yellow ballot for the Republicans; & red ballot
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for the 8ocialists} a blue ballot for the Democrats; and a
green ballot for the Progrescives,

Under the election laws as they now exist, whoever
wilfully mutilates a ballot or falsifies a return or tri}les
with a ballot box, or commits any irr@gularity in the holding
of an election, is guilty of a felony and subject to imprisonment
in the penitentiary. (Session Laws, 1913, Chap. 157.)

There is no demand founded upon fact or reason for
the adoption of this proposed amendment., It appempts to
turn the elections over to state and county bosses of the
socialist party and any other minority political party which may
combine with them, Whenever the vicious state and county

bosses of the republican party come into power by means of the
votes of the igporant negro, then you would have an exemplification
of what is possible to be accomplished with such a combination with
the Socialist state and county bosses, under this so-called "falr
eléction law",

The party in power has given to this state an exempli-
fication of an honest business government, faithfully administered,
) Attention is called specifically to mis;statements of
facts in argument filed by certain socialist leaders.

In 1914, in general election, 1302 precincts returned
plu}ality for democratic state ticket; 625 precinets for ‘

republicans; and 534 precincts for socialists, At all of these
2461 precincte, which included every precinct in the state,
either republican or socialist party or both had representatives
.on precinct election board and among counters and watchers,
Why the necessity to carve into the Constitution this

ﬁroposed constitutional amendment with its detail of legislation,

which time may prove unwise and which, in such event, the
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legislature cannot change or amend?
Our elections are safeguarded against fraud by every
reasonable precaution. Traffic in votes cannot exist by

ballpts prepqred out51de the polls. Wlth secret ballots no

caxr -be intlmldated with regis trutlon and ballots numbered

repggters cannat be uue& Q£ disqualified persons voted bytgg
7
ely tlon crooks. Wiﬁp~81x»cert;flc&teq of tabulated voting .

t
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‘@very precinct qo trlbutad that alteration is impos
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ﬁ collusion on the pa o t
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Watchers, counters, iﬁép$/$ars, c&erks and judges of
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different pOllthdl partik% Electlon frauds under i ing
i iJ
law is imp0551ble Wlthout the person perpetrating the same being

|

Wubdégééféd. - The crﬁ’of'fraﬁdwiSVusualiy the result of disappoint-
meht from defeated candidates or from the distorted minds of
persons who have reached the conclusion that there is nothing good
in society or government,

A few snarchists are conggnually geeking to blight
our institutions, slander our public officials, and traduce
the name of the state.
| This argument is especially submitted for the con-
sideration of the men who believe in organized government, and
who, when the conditions make it necessary , will respond to the
call of country to defend the flag and preserve ou¥ institutions,

ovilisation, :and stand for the God of our fathers, This

amendment should be rejected.

gi < : \7(é3 Respectfully submitted,
Y A
- S .
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