(STATE QUESTION NO. 77; INITIATIVE PETITION NO. 50, )
WARNING

"It 18 a felony for any man to sign an initiative or referendum petition
with any name other then his own, or knowingly to sign his name more than
once for the measure, or sign such petition when he is not a legal voter."

(STATE QUESTION NO.  ; INITIATIVE PETITION NO.  .)

To the Honorable Lee Cruce, Governor of Oklahoma: .
~ We, the undersigned citizens and legal voters of the State of Okla-
homa and county of -, respectfiifly order that the following
proposed Constitutional Amendment shall be submitted to the legal voters
of the State of Oklahoma for their approval or rejeotion at the mext plection
held throughout the State, and each for himself says:
I have personally signed this petition: I am a legal voter vdithe

State of Oklahoma and County of ; my resldence and post-
office are correctly written after my name. ‘The tims for filing this
petition expires ninety days from » 1914,

The question we herewith submit to our fellow voters is:
Shall the following proposed amendments to the Constitution of
Oklahoma be adopted:
AN AMENDMENT ENTITLED:
THE GIST OF PROPOSITION IS TO AMEND STATE CONSTITUTION SO AS TO REDUCE
THE LEGISLATURE TO ONE BODY OF EIGHTY MEMBERS, STYLED "THE HOUSE
OF REPRESENTATIVES," AND ONE SUBORDINATE LEGISLATIVE BODY OF
FIFTEEN MEMBERS TO BE SELECTED THEREFROM,  STYLED "COMMISSIONERS, "
WHICH, WITH THE LIEUTENANT GOVERNOR SHALL SUGCCEED TO ALL POWERS
NOW UONFERRED ON THE SENATE AND HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES: TO #IX
QUALIFICATIONS, COMPENSATION, PRIVILEGES AND POWERS THEREOF, AND
AMENDING SECTIONS ONE, SEVENTEEN, TWENTY-ONE, TWENTY-TWO, TWENTY-
THREE, THIRTY-THREE AND FIFTY-THREE OF ARTICLE FIVE AND SECTIONS
SEVEN AND ELEVEN OF ARTICLE SIX OF CONSTITUTION TO CONFORM THERETO.

BE IT ENACTED BY THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF OKLAHOMA :

WSeotion 1l of Article V shall be amended to read as follows:

Section 1. The legislatiyge authority of the State now vested in the
Senate and House of either shall be vested in allegislature consisting
of eighty members, styled "The House of Representatives.” But the people
reserve to themselves the power to propose laws and emendments to the
constitution apgd to enact or reject the same at the polls independent
of the Legislature and also reserve power at their own option to approve
or rejeot at the polls any act of the legislature.

Fach of said eighty members of the House of Representatives shall be
chosen, one each from eighty legislative distriets into which the state
shall be equitably divided according to population, and shall serve for
a period of two years.

Sald House shall assemble at the seat of government biennially and re-
main in session not more than sixty days; ‘sald House shall select fifteen
of 1ts members, to be designated "Commissioners," to be and constitute
during the recess of the House of Representatives a subordinatht legislative
body whioch shall have the same legislative power as sald House except as
herein ofherwise provided.

Said Commissioners shall meet at the seat of Government on the first
Tuesdays of April and September of each year. The lieutenant governor
shall be the presiding officer of each body with the right to vote the
same as any member,




The lieutenant governor shall be the custodian of all records,
Journals, bills, committee and other reports, and all papers and mem-~
oranda of the House of Representatives and the Commissioners, and shall
cause the same to be safely kept at all times under his control until
the adjournment of the said bodies and the completion of thelr records
when he shall file all said papers in a permanent form in his office.

\

Sald Commissioners shall sit as long as necessary, not, how-
ever, during the session of the House of Representatives, and all asts
of said House of Representatives, and all acts of said House shall he~
come effective in the same manner and time as is now provided for bills
enacted by the House and Senate, and the acts and said body of Commiss~-
loners shall become effective ninety days after passage and approval:
by the Governor without power to pass emergency legislation. And pro-
vided always that all enactments of said Commissioners shall be sub jeot
to review at the ensuing regular or specially ocalled session of the :
House of Representatives, and a failure in reviewing such acts by said
House to ratify the same during such sessions shall the reupon operate:
as a repeal of any of sald acts of said Commissioners not 80 ratified.

Sald Commissioners shall have the duty end the same power of
originating and instituting impeachment proceedings as is now vested
in the House of Representatives, and the Tema ining members of gaid RS
House, without participation of said Commissioners as trial judges, |
shall have the same power of impeachment as 1s now vested in the Senate,
of the State, except that the governor, the lieutenant governor, the | '\
attorney general, the auditor, the Justices of the Supreme’ Uount and f
the members of the Corporation Commission only shall be subject to im-+ '

peachment . All other officers of the State shall be subjeot t9 removel

from office as 13 now or may hereafter be provided by law. Foi the b
purpose of trying impeachment proceedings said Commissioners are em- !
powered to ocall a special session of the full House of Representatives/
at any time. The chief justice of the Supreme Court shall be the pre=
siging officer thereof at sald impeachment proceedings, unless a .member
of said court shall be therein tried in which case the lieutananﬁygov~
ernor shall preside., The sald impeachment proceedings shall be deter-
mined by a two~thirds majority vote of the sixty-five members of/the

House of Representatives who are not members of the Commission. =

Said Commissioners are authorized to initiate bill, for a vo te
of the people as well as to enact laws. Hereafter any bill initlateq
for the pumpose of enacting a legislative act as distinguished rromgﬁ
constitutional amendment shall be submitted to said House of Represen -
tatlves or Commissioners, whichever shall first be in session, and they
shall be el lowed thirty days thereafter to determine whether or not they
shall enact the same, and 1f so enacted shall be in lieu of further i
initiation; end if rejected, further pmceedings shall be had in an |
initiation thereof as is now or shall hereafter be provided by law aa
though the same had never been presented to said legislative body.

This amendment shall become effestive on the third Tuesday in
Jamuary, 1915. The first House of Representatives shall be chosen friom
among the membership of the Legislature assembling in regular session,!
on the first Tuesday after the first Monday in . January, 1915, as f¢llows;
The House shall choose fifty of its members and the Senate thirtyhg#i
. 1ts members, as nearly as is possible, according to the political/@n&
geographical representation of parties and counties therein under such
rogulations as each House shall provide, and the elghty members so @ !
chosen shall convene in regular session on the next succeeding day pfﬁer
this act becomes effective, and shall serve for the same period for
whioch members of the House were originally elected, and at the sameﬁ
compensatlon, except that those manbers chosen as Commissioners shall °
receive One Thousand Dollars a year each with mileage at fifteen cents
a mile for distances actually travelled, coming and returning, for the '
Tirst day of each regular semi-annual session only, as full compensayioﬂ§
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Section 17 of Artlcle V shall be amended to read as follows:

. Seetion 17. Members of the House of Representatives sheall
have the qualifications of qualified voters of thelr distriot and shall
reside in their respective distriocts during their term of office.

Section 21 of Artiocle V shall be amended to read as follows:

Seotion 21. Members of the Leglislature shall receive six
dollars per diem for thelr services during the session of the Legislature,
and ten cents per mile for every mile of necessary travel in golng to
and retuming from the place of meeting of the Leglslature on the most
usual route, and shall receive no other compensation.

Seotion 22 of Article V shall be amended to read as follows:

Seoction 22. Members of the House of Representatives or Com-
missioners shall exocept for treason, felony or breach of the peace,
be privileged from arrest during the session of the Legislature, or
the Commissioners if he be a member thereof, and in golng to and re-
turning from the same, and, for any speech or debate in his house or
comuission shall not be questioned in any other place.

Section 23 of Artiocle V to be amended to read as follows:

Sgction 23. No member of the Legislature shall, during the
term for whioh he was elected, be appolnted or elected to any office
or comuission in the State which shall have been oreated, or the
cmoluments of whioh shdll have been increased, during his term of
office, nor shall any memher receive any appointment from the gowver-
nor, the governor and the Leglislature, or from the Legislature,
except as Commissioners, during the term for which he shd 1 have been
eleoted, or within two years thereafter, be interested, directly, or
indirectly, in any contract with the State or any county or other sub-
division thereof, authorized by law passed during the term for which
he shall have been elsocted.

Segction 33 of Article V shall be amended to read as follows:

Sgctlon 33. No appropriation bill shall be passed during
the five last days of the session of either the House of Representa-
tives or the Commissioners.

Section 53 of Article V shall be amended by adding the follow-
ing:

"Except pending suits may be compromlsed upon the raeammenda-
tion of the attorney general and with the approval of the governor."

Seotion 7, of Artiocle VI of the Constitution sheall be amended
to read as follows:

Section 7. The governor shall have powsr to convoke the Legis-
lature, or the Commissioners, only on extraordinary ccoasions. At
extraordinary sessions no subject shall be aocted upon except as the
governor may recommend for consideration.

Section 11 of Article VI shall be amended to read as follows:

Section 11. Every bill or legislative resolution whioch shall
have passed the House of Representatives or the Commissioners shall,
before it becomes a law, be presented to the governory if he approve,
he shall hm sign it; if not he shall return'it with his abjaationa to
the House of Representatives, then in sessibn or next in s 4
shall enter the objections in the Journal and pT :




If, after such reconsideration, two-thirds of the members eleoted to
said House of Representatiges agree to the bill or resolution, it -
shall become a law notwithstanding the objeotions of the governor.
In all sach cases the vote shall be determined by the yeas and nays,
and the names of the members voting shall be entered on the journal
of sald House. If any bill or resolution shall not be returned by
the governor within five days ( Sundays excepted) after it shall
have been presented to him, the same shall be a law in like manner
as 1f he had signed it, unless the House of Representatives shall,
by their adjourmment, prevent its return, in which case it shall

not beoome a law after the final adjourment of tl® House or Commiss-
loners, unless approved by the governor within fifteen days after
such adjourment .
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STATE OF OKLAHOMA,

COUNTY OF s3.
r being first duly sworn, say:

(Here shall be legibly writiten or typewritten the names of the

signers on the reverse side of this sheet.)

1l " 11
: 12
13
14
15
16
17
‘ 18
e 19
10 S 20 _
et
signed this sheet of the foregoing petition, and each of them signed his
name thereto in my presence; I believe that each has stated his name,
postoffice address and residence correctly and that each signer is a
legal voter of the State of Oklahoma and the County of
Nmm;
P.O. ‘

DO WD

Subsoribed and sworn to before me this, the day of
A. D. 19 .

Notary Publie .
In and for the County of

is

My commission expires

State of Oklsehoma, whose postoffice address
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ASTATE QUFSTION NO. :-_.-_; INITIATIVE PETITION NO. ....--J)

) To the Honorable Lee Cruce, Governor of Oklahoma:
‘We, the uadersigned citizens ana legai voters of the State of Oklahoma and county

OF cceccmmmemammm e mmmmmmmemm e mmcsemeenememememmees=e-=w, FeSDectiully
order that the following proposed Constitutional Amendment shall be submitted to
the legal voters of the State of Oklahoma for their approval or rejection at the next

election held throughout the State, and each for himself says:
1 have personally signed this petition» I am a leggl. voter of the State of Okla-

T 5.
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homa, and Coun‘ty’ P S ISR USSP T PRI S SR S
my resuience and postofﬁce are correctly written after my “pame. The time for ﬂling

this petition expires ninety days froma oo ——----- ey ‘1?).4
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‘Bh"lt' E‘ﬁa‘cﬂt»ed By the ‘P'gopl‘e‘ q"f;y th'e; Stateof Tbkléhqn;a: S S ik e

House or either shall be vested in a legislature consisting of eighty members, styled .
" “The ‘House of Representatives.” ' But the pebple reserve to themselves the power

-instituting impeachment proceedings as is now vested in the House of Representatives,

0. 1 IGISLATURE' OF 8 ‘ :
LED “THE, HOUSE O REPRESENTATIVES) ) ANDY ONIWSUBORDINAILE
BGISLATIVEBODY OF ‘FIFTEEN MEMBERSITO BR SELECTED T HEREFROM, =
TYLED “COMMISSIONERS;” ‘WHICH, WITH THEVLIEUTENANT GOVERNORS = . -
HALL SUCCEED TO'ALL POWERS'NOW*CONKERREDLONVIHESENATH-AND:

I0USE OF REPRESENTATIVES: TO'FIX 'QUALIFICATIONS COMPINSATION,

FRIVILEGIIS, 'AND POWERS' THEREOF, AND ‘AMENDING*SECTIONS. ONE, !
- SEVENTERN, . TWENTY-ONE, - TWENTY-TWO,;.. TWENTY-THREB, | THIRTY, &

THREB AND FIFTY.THREE OF ARTICLE FIVE AND SECTIONS SEVEN AND . ' ‘
ELEVEN OF ARTICLE SIX OF CONSTITUTION TO CONFORM THERETO. - . |

. Sectio

riiola,V,shall be. amended to read as follows

» uu‘wma}v.‘;i‘)“ o . i

*+ Bection 1. "The legislative authority of the: State ,,Iibl\vv‘)w;estedy n'the’ Senate and .

to ‘propcse la}ws and amendments to the consﬁitu_tion and to enact or reject the same, .
at the pol}g; independent of the Legislature and aiso reserve power at their own -option; -
to approve’or reject at the polls any act of the legislature. L e

Each ofisaid eighty members of the House of Renre_sehtatives shall be “cho,sén;- one
each from eighty legislative districts into which the state shall be equitably divided
according to population, and shall serve for a period of two years. .

" Said House shall assemble at the seat of government. biennially-and remain in
session not more than sixty days; said House shall select fifteen-of its members, to
be designated “Commissioners,” to be and constitute during the recess of the House
of Representatives a subordinate legislative body which shali"have the same legisla-
tive power as said House except as herein otherwise provided. !

. 8aid. Commissioners shall meet at the seat of Government on the first ‘Tuyesdays

‘ot “April and September of each year. The lieutenant governor shall be the presiding

officer of each hody with-the right to vote the same as any member, _

T

The lieutenant gvernor shall be the custodian of all. records, journals, bills, com-
miitee and other reports, and all papers and memoranda of the House of Represena-.
tives and. the Commissioners, and .shall cause the same to be safely kept at all times
under his control until the adjournment of the said bodies and the.completion of their
records when he shall file ‘all said papers in a permanent form in his office.

"Said: Commissionérs-shall sit as long as necessary, not, however, during the session
of the House of Représentativés, and all acts of said, House shall become effective
in the same manner ‘and-time as is now provided for bills enacted by the House
and Senate, and the acts of said body of Commissioners shall become effective ninety ‘
days after passage and approval by, the Governor without power-to pass emergency - |
legislation. = And provided, always. that all edactments of said Commissioners shail be
subject to review at the ensuing. regular. or. specially called;sesgion .of-the House of
Representatives, and .a failure in reviewing such acts by -said House to ratify the
same during such sesgions shall thereupon operate as a repeal of any.of said acts of
said Commissioners not so ratified. S t

* Said Commissioners shall have the duty and the same power of originating and .

and the remaining members .of said House, without participation of said Commis- "
cioners as trial judges, shall have the same power of impeaclient as is now vested

n . the Senate of the State, except that the governor, t»= lieutenant governor, the

attorney general, the aunditor, the justices of the Supreme Court and the members of

the Corporatjon Commission only shall be subject tof impeachment, All other officers

Of th’e(Statej shall be subject to removal from office as is- now -or may hereafter be.

srovided ‘'by“law. For the purpose of irylng impeachiliert proceedings said Commis-




/- #lonets’are” empowered to.call a-spsctal sesslon-of ‘the full Houss of Represeutativas
i, adany time. Tho chiéf justice of the:Supreme Court shall he the presiding oflicer,

. Lhefeof at gald impeachment procecedings, unless a member of ‘#ald ‘court shall be

“terein tried, in .which cose the.lieutenant governor shall preside.: The said impeach-
.- eht pProceedings shall be: determined.by a.two-thinds maje=ity vote of the sixty-five

i mempers'gf the House of Representztives who are not memparg.of the Commission.

" "8aid Commissioners are authorized to . initiate bill for a vote of the people.as

‘well ‘as to enact laws. Hereafter any bill initlated for the purpose. of enacting o leg-

- islative ac ' as distinguished fror 7 constitutional amendment ~hall be gubmitted to

% said House of Representatives or Commissioners, whichever shail first be in sesslon,

.+ and they shall be.allowed. thirty days thereafter to determine whethef or. not they
" shall enact the’same, and if so enacted shall be in lieu of further initiation: and if

. rejected;~lurther-proceedings shall'be had in an-initiation thereof. as is now..or; shall

" %ereafter be provided by law as though the same had never been presented to said '

iegidlative Lody.

¢~ . This amendment shall become effective on the third Tuesday i January, 1915.
“The first House of Reépresentatives shall be chosen from among the membersghip.; of
the’ Legislature assembling In regular session, on the first Tuesday -after’the first
Monday in January, 1915. as follows: The House shall choose fifty ‘of its members
and the Senate thirty of ‘its members, as nearly as is posisble, .according to the
political and geographical representation of parties and counties therein under such
*'regulations as each .House shall provide, and the eighty members so chosen shall
convene in regular session on the next succeeding day after this act becomes éffective,
and shall serve for the samé period for which members of the House were originally
.€lacted, and at the same compensation, except that those members chogen as Com-
"thissioners shall receive One Thousand Dollars a year each with mileage at fifteen
"cents' a mile_for distances actually travelled, coming and returning, for the first day
‘of each regular semi-annual session only, as full compensation,

‘Section 17 of Article 'V"éhal‘l be amended "t'o'-read. as"fo_llows:

Section 17. Members of the House of Representatives shall have the qualifications
of. qualified voters of their district and shall reside in_ their respective districts quring
their term of office.

Section 21 of Article V shall be amended to 'réad ag follov?rs:;

Section 21. Members of the Legislature shall receive “gix dollars - per diem for.
their services during the session of the Legislature, and ten cents per mile for every
mile of necessary travel ih going to and returning ‘from the place of meeting of the

L_egislaturg on the most usual route, and. shall receive no other' compensation.

Section 22 of Article V shall be amended to readés"tpllows_:

Section 22." Members of the House of Representatives or -Commissioners shall
except for treason, felony or breach of the peace, be privileged from arrest during the
Bession of the Legislature, or the Commissioners if he be a member thereof, and in’
going to and returuinz from the same, and, for any speech or debate in his house or
commission shall not he questioned in any other place.

Section 23 of Article V to be amended to read as follows:

‘Sectfon. 25. No member of the Legislature shall, during {he tefm £or which he
was elected, be appointed or elected to any office or commission in the Stats which shail
have been created, or the emoluments of '-vhich shall have beci 1nereased, during his
rerm of office, nor shall any membe: receive any appointment from the governor, the
governor and the Legislature, or from the Legislature, except as Commissioners,
auring -the term for which he shall have been elected, or within two vazrg thereafter,
oe.inteérested, directly, or indirectly, in any contract with the State or zany. ecounty ‘or
other- subdivision thereofy, autherized Dy law passed during the. term for whith he
whall have been elected. i ; ‘
Becticn 33 of Article V shall be amended to read as follows:

"77Sectijon 33, 140 appropriation bill -shall be passed during -the five lagt A R et
session of either the House of Representatives or thé Commissioners.
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Section 7." The ‘?\gqilernor"shall‘{'ﬂhavé ‘power: to: convoke the.Legislature, or U
Comunissioners, only on extraordinary. occasions. . At extraordinary essions  no; subject
hall. be'acted. upon except as the governor:may ‘recommend | for" consid tion.

Section 11 of Article VI shall be amended to read as follows:

i Section '11. - Eivery bill or legislative resolution' which shall have passed the House ‘ R
v ofyRepresentatives or: the  'Commissioners” shall, before’ it pecomes. a’ law, beipre-- : o
- gented ‘to ‘the: governor::if he approve; he shall: sign it; -if‘not he ‘shall return it with R
his objections to the House of Representatives, then in gession or:next in session, .. 7
L .~who-shall enter. the’objections in the journal and proceed. to reconsider it.  If, after
t - ' such. reconsideration,.two-thirds of ‘the members elected -to 'sald-House of ‘Repre-. .. SRR
b sentatives agree to the bill or resolution, it shall ‘becoms a law. notwithsta.ngin‘g‘the TR R
- , : " objections 'of the: governor, ~In-all such cases the vote ishall be:determined by .the«. . - ;
yeas and mays, and the ndmes of the members voting shall be entered on the journal .. ‘.
- of said House. .If any bill or resolution shall not be returned by the governor within"
ve.days. (Sundays excepted) -after it shall have been presented to him, the same ghall

"be a law in like manper as if, he had signed it unless the Houvse of "Representatives o . ﬂ
ghall, by thelr adjournment, prevent its return, in which case-it shall not become a law ‘
‘after the final adjournment of‘the House or .Commissjoners, unless approved by the.
“governor within: fifteen days after -such adjournment. L Lo
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BEFORE BENJAMIN ¥. HARRISON. SECRETALY OF STATE.

In the matter of the protest of Parker W. Cress, a oitizen of
and legal voter of Noble County, State of Oklahoma, against In-
lative petition No. 50, State Question lio 7%, being an iniated
petition to submit a proposed constitutionel smendment entitled,
" The gist of proposition is to amend State Constitution so as
to reduce the Legislature to one body of eighty members, styled
'Commissioners,' which, with the Lieutenant Governor shall suc-
ceed to all povers now conferred on the Senate and House of
Representatives; to fix qualifications, compensstion, privi-
leges, and powers thereof, and smending Sections One, Seventeen,
ITwenty One, Twenty Two, Thenty Three, Thirty Three, and Iifty
Three of Article Five snd Seotions Seven and Eleven of Article
Six of Constitutiona to conform thereto.®

Now on this 10th day of July,.AD.D. 1914, comes Parker V.
Cres8, and files im the office of the Becretary of State of the
State of Oklshoma, his protest sgeinst the sufficienoy of Inia-
tive Petition No 50, State Question 77, being & proposed inia-
tive measure entitled; " The gist of the proposition is to am-
end State Constitution so as to reduce the Legislature to one
body of eighty members, styled 'Commissionerst which, with the
Lieutenant Governor, shall succeed to all powers now conferred
‘upon the Senate and House of Hepreséntatives; to fix the qual~
ifications,'eompehsation, privileges, and powers thereof, and
- @mending Sections QOne, Seventeen, Twenty One, Twenty Two, Twen-
ty Three, Thirty Three and Fifty Dhree of Artiele Five and
Sections Seven and Eleven of Article Six of Constitution to
conform thereto,"

It is therefore ordered, that the 15th day of July, 1914.
be and thessme is hereby designated as the date of hearing of
testimony and arguments upon the above mentioned proteats,

Witness my hand this 10th day of Jy

Secretary of State.




CHAS. WEST, STATE OF OKLAHOMA
ATTORNEY GENERAL OFFICE OF THE

SMITH C. MATSON
CHARLES L.MOORE ATTORNEY GENERAL

SAMUEL I. Mg ELHOES
CLAUDE J. DAVENPORT
JOSEPH L. HULL
ASSISTANT ATTORNEYS GENERAL

OKLAHOMA CITY

PLEASE REFER TO |N|T|ALs_gw__}I i June 15, 1914

State Question No. -7 Initiative Petition
No. 50 . Ballot Title

To the
Secretary of State
Oklahoma, Oklshoma

Dear Sir:

The proposed ballot title submitted by the
proposers of the above numbered question is hereby
approved in words and figures as follows, to-wit:

"The gist of the proposition is to amend state
constitution so as to reduce the legislature to one
body of eighty members, styled, 'The House of Represen-
tatives', and one subordinate legislative body of
fifteen members to be selected therefrom, styled

- '"Commissioners', which, with the lieutenant Governor
shall succeed to all powers now conferred on the
Senate and House of Representatives; to fix qualifica-
tions, compensation, privileges and powers thereof,
and amending sections one, seventeen, twenty-one,
twenty two, twenty three,thirty three, and fifty three
of article five and sections seven and eleven of
article six of constitution to conform thereto."

Very respectfully,

(pgxﬂxrv$fikf{Ym\¢1rL/(

Assistant Attorney General

CC to J.S.hstes




STATE OF OKLAHOMA
DEPARTMENT OF STATE
OKLAHOMA CITY

BENJUAMIN F HARRISON HueH L.HARRELL
SECRETARY ASST SECRETARY

July 2nd., 1914,

RECEIVED of J« S+ Estes and C. S. Yortman Twonty=
One Hnndred and Sixty-four (2164) pomphlets of State
Question Number Sevontv-saven (77), Initiative Poti-
tion Wumber Pifty (50); Soventeen Hundred and Twelve
(1712) of erid pomshlet:s ao.zﬂrinin@ Twenty (20) namos
esch and Pour undred and Pifty-two (452) pomphlets

sgontainins less th-n twonty names, malkins a tobtal of

“Forty Thousrnd Pour Indrad an” Porty-five (40,445).

WITHESS my hand, this the second day of July,

ATDey 1914,

SECTNTATY om STAT T,




70 HON. BUNJAMIN F. HARRISON, SECRETARY OF
STATE OF THE STATE OF OKLAHOMA; AND Jde s. BSTES, OF
OKLAHOMA CITY, AND C.S5. WORTMAN , OF CLAREMORE,THE
PARTTES WHO FILuD INITIATIVS EECIPION NUMBIR 50, BETNG
STATE QUESTION NQ.'?V, PROPOBING AVENDMENTS TC THE
CONSTITUTION OF OKLAHCMA.

YAN AMENDMENT ENTITLED:

THR GIST OF PROPOSITION IS TO AMEND STATE CONSTITUTION
80 A5 TO REDUCE THI LEGISLATURE TO ONE BODY OF LIGHTY
MEMBERS , STYLED ' THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVESY, AND OND
SUBORDINATE LIGISIATIVE BODY OF FIFTEEN MEMBERS T0 Bh
SELACTED THEREFROM, STYLLD 'COMMISSIONERS,' WHICH, WITH
THD LIBEUTENANT GOVERNCOR, SHALL SUCCEED TO ALL POWERD
HOW CONPERRED ON TH% SENATE AND HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES;
70 FIX QUALIPICATIONS, COMPENSATION, PRIVILHGES AND
POWERS THEREOR, AN@ AMENDING oLCTIONS ONE, SEVENTEEN,
TWENTY-ONE, TWENTY-TWO, TWENTY-THRER, THIRTY-THREE
ANR FIFTY-THREE of ARTICLE FIVE AWD SECTIONS SEVEN AND
TLEVEN OF ARTICLE 5TX OF CONSTITUTION TO CONF@®M
THERETO,




You and each of you are hereby notified, and
you and each of you will take notice, that I, Parker V.
Cress, of Perry, Noble County, Oklahoma, a citizen and
elector of the State of Uklahoma, do hereby protest sgainst
Initiative “etition No. 50, entitled as above, and as
grounds of éaid protest aver:

First: That said netitions are not legally signed
by a sufficient number of legal petitioners: j |

Second: That a large number of persons whose
nmmes appear as signers of said petition, are not
qualified electors and legal voters of the wtate of
Oklahoma, and were not qualified electors at the time
their names were signed to said petition.

Third: That said petition is not sufficient
in form and does not conferm to the reguirements of
the Constitution and laws of the State of Yklahoma.

Fourth: That said proposed amendments to the
Constitution are in conflict with that portion of Sec.

5 of the Enabling Act, which declares: "The Constitution
shall mmkx be republican in fornm".

Fifth: Yhat said proposed amendments‘are
in conflict with Sec. 1, Arts 1. of the constitution
of the sState of Oklahoma, which provides:"The State of
Oklahoma is an inseparable part of the Federsl VUnion, and
the constitution of the United States 1s the supreme Law
of the land."

Sixth: That said Initiative petition proposing
amendments to the constitution of the Sgate of Oklshoma,
and the manner of proposing such amendments, is not
submitted or proposed in conformity to any of the methods
presoribed or reacogunized by the constitution of the state,
and the manner of proposing such amendments is contrary

to and in conflict with the constitution and laws of

Oklehoma, and if adopted will be unconstitutional.




(&)

Sawénth: That said proposed esmendment, is an
attempt to destroy the proportion and mar the harmoney of
our “tate govermment by striking down one of its co-
ordinate departments, to-wit, the 1egisl&tive:

Eighth: That as shown by the signatures
attached to said petitions, a large number of names
were evidently written thereon by the same persons,
and as further shown by the said petitions, the parties
clrculating the same have made affidavit in a large number
of instances, and filled in names in their affidavit
of a large number of names not appearing upon the face
of said petitions, and that large numbergof persons whose
nemes appear upon said petitions recite that they are
citizens and legal voters, of counties other than that
of their residence and post office address as shown
by the petitions themselves, and that if said above
named@ wrongfully on said petitions as above setforth
are striken therefrom, sald petitions will not contain
the requisite number of legal signers to entitle the
same to be submitfed in compliance with the laws

Ninth: That one Charles X ¥est, é; ﬂftorney
General &f the State of VUklahoma, and as such Attorney
General by the laws of the Stote of Uklahoma, it is
"his duty to pass upon certain features of said proposed
emendments, that the said Charles ) West, is also at this
time and haig been for some time past and at all tincs
herein mentioned, a candidate for nomination for the
office of Governor, and‘aotively engaged in making his
campaign therefor, ~nd that the said Charles )§ West, 1s
personally interested in the initistion of said measure,
and has been advocating the same personally both in the
press and in addresses to public assembles, and that by
reason of his said interest therein, the said Attorney

General and his d eplties are disqualified from furnishing

ballot title ér otherwise passing upon said bill.
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Tenth: That the ballot title provided by the
Attorney General's office is unfair, and. does not fairly
state the propos;tion, or properly advise the voters of
the character and contents of the measure.

LEleventh: That by the provisions of saild
amendment, the constitutional limitation placed upon the
legislative department of govermment by Sec. 53, Art. §
of the Constitution, which reads as follows:

"The legislat shall have no power to release or
extinguish, or to authorize the releasing or extinguish-
ing, in whole or in part, the indebtedness, lisbilities,
or obligations of any corporation, or individual, to this
State, or any county or other municipal Corporation
thereof." Is sought to be aménded by a proviso granting
the exclusive power to compromise pending suits to the
Attorney General with the approval of the Governor.

Wherefore, your objector and protestant prays
thaet a day be fixed for the hearing of the objections
herein enumerated and that said Referendum Yetition No.
10, be declared insufficient, illegal, unéuthorized and in
conflict with the constitution of the State of Oklahoma

and in conflict with the constitution and laws of the

United States. <::?%24/4/C:/712221;r2iiiiiij4,//

State of Oklahoma,
Coun’t:y. 55«

Parker W. Cress of lawful age being by me first
duly sworn on his oath says:

That he 1s a qualified elector of the State of
Oklahoma, that he has read the sbove and foregoing protest
and knows the contents thereof; that he is the Parker W.
Cress, who signed the above and foregoing protest and that
the facts therein alleged are true as he verily believes.

Witness my hand and notarial seal this ___ day of
July, 1914.
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70 the Honorsble Benjamin F, Harrison, Secretary of State,
of Oklahoma, J. 8. Estes, of Oklahoma City, Oklahoma, @nd C, 8,
Vortman, of 01aremhre, Okl shoma, the parties wheo initisted sfafe _
Question No. 77, Initiastive Petition ¥o. 50, an Anendment Entitled:

»rHE GIST OF PROPOSITION IS TO A‘M.’DTD STATE CONSTITUTION"'»SO AB
TO REDUCE THE LEGISLATURE TO ONE RBODY 0P EIGHTY MEMBERS, +SIYLED “THE
HOUSE OF RUPRESENTATIVES", AND ONE SUBORDINVATE LEGISLATIVE BODY OF
FIPTEEN MEMBERS T0 BE SELECIED TTE REFROM, STIYLED »COMMISSIONERS"Y,
WHICH, WITH THE LIEUTENANT GOVERNOR, ' " SUCCEED TO ALL POWERS
OW CONFERRED ON THE SENATE AND HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES; TO FIX
QUALIFICATIONS, COMPENSATION, PRIVILEGES AND POWERS THEREOF, AND
AMENDING SHECTIONS ONE, SEVEmﬁEEN, TWENTY-ONE, TWENTY-TWO, TWHNIY-
THREE, THIRTY-THREE AND FIFTY-THREE OF ARTICLE FIVE AND SECTIONS SEVEN
AND EiEVEl! OF ARTICLE SIX OF CONSTITUTION T0 CONFORM THERETO,"

You, and each of you, are hereby netified, and will take
notice herefrom, that, I, H, M, Binclair, a resident and voter in the
City of Oklehoma and State of Oxlahoma, do hereby protest the init-
jative petition refersed to herein and the title &g herein set forth,
for the following reasons, to-wii: A o

PIRET: Because sald petition does not contain the requisite
number of legsl voters to entitle it to filing. . .

SECOND: Because the petition shows upoﬁ its face that a large
number of namee signed therete were signed Dby one person, and that h
said number so signed by the one person, if deducted from the total
number of names, would reduce the number to less than the reqniféd.
number of names, o

. THIRD: That the petition ciroculated for signatures, and to
which the signatures were obtained, was not a correct copy of the
petition filed with the Secretary of State prier to the ciroculation
of sald petition for signatures. -

FOURTH: Because the pnrphrted copy of the petition filed
with the Secretary of State prier to circulating the petition for
signatures was not a true and correct o py of the petitien ciraulated
and signed by the electors of the Btate, f

FI¥TH: Because gald petition does not state whether said

questien is to be submitted at » specisl or general election.




SIXTH: 3Because the said petition“bifcﬁiited for signatures,
and upon which the signatures were obtained, did not state when the
time for filing said petition would expire,

SEVENTH: Because sald petition circﬁlated for eignatures,
and upon which the signatures were obtained, did not state the date
of the filing of & copy thereof with the Secretary of State,

EIGHTH: Because said petitian was not initisted by filing
a true and correct copy thereof with the Secoretary of State a suf-
ficient length of time pricr to the 4ih day of August, 1914,

WHEREIORE, Your objector and protestant praye that a-day be
fixed for the hearing of this proteet and the objections herein
enumerateed and set forth, and that said Referendum Petition No .89,
State Question No. 77, be declared insufficient, illegal and une

authorized.

AFFIDAVIT,

State of Oklahoma )
(=8,
County of Oklahoma )

I, H, M, Sinclair, of lawful age, being first duly
sworn, depose and eay: My name ig H, M. Sinclair; I am a resident
of Oklahoma City, and & voter in said City and State; I have read
the foregoing protest and knew the contents thereef, and that the
matters and things therein set forth are true, as I verily believe.

; f , -
' , w Me/é-——-"ﬂ_ —
o iy

0&&\1 2 - 700 (r/m 3

Racryv s . /,; ,
Tl v 101‘Subscribed and sworn to before me thie _// ¢' day OJ S orterey Cnddy




I THE SUPREME COURT OF THE STATE OF OKLAHOMA.

In the Matter of the protest of Parker W. Cress,
to Initistive Petition No. 50, beilng State question No.77,
opposing amendment Ho the congtitution of the State of
Oklahoma.
Appeal from the action of Benjamin ¥. Harrison,
Secretary of State, in overruling motion for continuance
of Protestont, anﬁd%nying protest herein on the 16th day

of July, 1914.

NOTICE OF APPEAL.

T0 BENJAMIN F. HARRISON, SECRETARY OF STATE OF
THE STATE OF OXLAHOMA.

You will nlease take notice that the protestant
Parker Y. Cress has appealed from your decision rendered
on the 15th day of July, A. D. 1914, denying his motion
for continusnce, and deciding ageinst his protest to sgaid
above proposed smendment to the constitubtution of the
State of Oklshoma, to the Supreme Court of the State of
Oxlahoma, end you are respectfully requested to transmif
all papers and documents on file in your office relating
to sald pebition on Initiabtive fetition No. 50, Stale
question No. 77 o sﬁch courd.

Respectfully yourse

(Dot L e,

Protestant.

. . fy
ety Wl
HamTs

“w L, Ty Benjemine F. Harrismn, Secretary of State

of. the Stgte of Oklshoma, Hereby accep’ and ad¥nowl edge
reoeipt of a true and corrget copy of the above and »
foregoing natice to have bgen served upon me this l&%ﬁvv{f
day of July, A. D. 1914. /% e
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STATE OF OKLAHOMA
DEPARTMENT OF STATE
OKLAHOMA CITY

BENJAMIN F.HARRISON HueH L.HARRELL
SECRETARY ASST SECRETARY

Stete question Wo. 7H., Initiative Petion Ho. 48

"The gist of the proposifion is fto adopt a new geetion to the
Conuthitution of bthe State to be numbered Section 20 {b) of Article
X, leeying and collecting & nmine produetion tax, not exeeeding two
per cenb upon the gross valne of sucek production, upon natural gas
petroleoum, #nd other crude oils; dividing the nel collcetions,
one=hal® to the State, the remaining'hal? in equal parts to the
roed znd bridge fund, and the common sclool fund ol that county
where production oceurred, and sppropristing from the funds so
collected, tho oxpenses incidental o subkilting the anendment.”

State Cuestion Ilo. 77, Initiulive Petiltlon Fo. 5O,

"The gist of the vpropositior is to omend ctate constilultion
go as to reduce the legilslature Yo one body of olghty members,
sbyled, "he Housoe of Reprecentatives', and one subordinate le-
gislative body of £ifteen members to be selected therefrom, slyle
gd 'Commisgioners, which, with the lieubenant Governor shall
aguccoed to all powers now gonferred ou the Senate and House of
Tiepresentatives; to fix qualifications, compenasstion, privileges
and powers thereo?, and smending sections one, sevenbesn, twenty-
one, twenty two, bwenty three, thirty three, and {ifty three of
article five ond secblong seven ans eleven of artiecle six of
congtitution to conform therefo.”

Very respectfully,

SECTRETARY OF STATE.







(Filed Aug 1 1914 :
W.H.L.Campbe1l, Clerk) j /”

IN THE SUPREME COURT OF THE STATE OF OKLAHONA.

PARKER W. CRESS,

APPELLANT NO. 6684.
VS.
J. S. ESTEE AND C. 5. WORTMAN,

APPELLEES.

SYLLABTUR®S.

1. Vhere only e slight difference exists between the word-

ing of the ballot title in the copy of a petition initiating a
proposed amendment t0 the state coustitution, required to be
filed in the office of the secrebary of state, and the originsal
petition signed by the electors, which in no way substantially
affemts the proposed measure: HELD, that the procedure nrescrib-
ed by the statube is substantislly followed, »and such error be-
ing merely techincal will be disrecarded and the nwtition sus-
tained.

2. The power Ho propose and adopt a nroposition of any
nature and to amend their constitution is vested in the people
of the state, and in the exercise of such power they constitute
the legislative branch of the government and are not subject
to interference or control by the judiciary.

3. Objections urgad against the validity of proposed amend-
ments to “he constitution to the effect that they are inimical
to a republlo\n form of government , repugnant to the constitu-
tion of the State and of the United States, et cetsra, are not
the subject of review by the Supreme Court in this appellate
proceeding.

(Syllabus by the Court.)

IN THE MATTER OF THR INIATIATIVE PETITION NO. State Question
NO

Parker W. Cress,
Attorpey: for Appelland.

ed Hirsch and Norman R. Haskell,
Abtorneys for Appellees.

(This is a copy of Pecision in St.Ques.74, Int.Pet. 47. The
Court did not render any separatae decision in this case, but
said proposition was same and decision in above named case
ghould apnly to this one.)




STATE OF OKI.LAHOMA
DEPARTMENT OF STATE
OKLAHOMA CITY

BENJUAMIN F.HARRISON HueH LLHARRELL
SECRETARY ASST SECRETARY

Ootobor S1lob, 1914,
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zu.cuﬂmay, Chairman, ‘
De@artment~of_yoliticul;ﬁgience.
. Berkeley, CalirTornia;- .

Dear Siriw

in reply to your letter of the
16th inst., regording thdctotal vote on a
proposed congtitutionsl crendment providing
for ¢ single chembered lcogisloture submitted
to the people in 1914, be sdvised this -
question was first submitted on Junc 6th,
1914, and zbandoned and withdrawn on June
111k, 1914, enc retiled on Junc 11th, 1014,
Thig lest proposition was submitted to the
people and the vote was ag follovs: '

Y@S....-.....lﬁ%,ﬂ&ﬁ
e, ™ oAy
illesesnsssaes ?l’ 7

S In a letiter vkich is on file resording
this question 43 scomp thaot the pétition uns
prelested cgoinst, ene the protest was held
insuificicnt by the Secrvetary of  iute, anc the
decision vas subsequently aflirmed by the Lupreme
vourt. The proposition received & vy jority but
imasmmell as it wes voted on ot ¢ cenercl election
it hed to receive o wojority of ¢ll tle votes
cestl, cunc the silent vote killed the measure,

cnc A4t foiled to beeo o o lavwe.

Tours truly,

2o,
,">
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