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ENROLLED HOUSE JOINT BY: McCUNE, HILL,.PRIVETT, CLEMONS,

RESOLUTION NO. 508 DERRYBERRY, FINCH, LEVERGOOD,
MOUNTFORD, SPARKMAN, SPEARMAN,

CATE, TOWNSEND, SANDLIN and
BAMBERGER of the House

and

GEE, GBANTHAM, GARRISON, YOUNG,
McGRAW, McSPADDEN, BIRDSONG,
SHORT, SMALLEY and FERRELL of the

Senate,

A JOINT RESOLUTION DIRECTING THE SECRETARY OF STATE

TO REFER TO THE PEOPLE FOR THEIR APPROVAL OR REJECTION,
A PROPOSED AMENDMENT TO THE OKLAHOMA CONSTITUTION;
REPEALING ARTICLE VII OF THE CONSTITUTION OF THE

STATE OF OKLAHOMA AND ESTABLISHING IN LIEU THEREOF A
NEW ARTICLE KNOWN AS ARTICLE VII; PROVIDING FOR A
JUDICIAL DEPARTMENT AND DESIGNATING THE COURTS THEREIN;
PROVIDING FOR THE SUPREME COURT, ITS MEMBERS, ELECTIONS,
A CHIEF JUSTICE, JURISDICTION, RULES, FUNCTIONS,
ADMINISTRATIVE AUTHORITY, A SUPREME COURT CLERK, AND
ADMINISTRATIVE STAFF; AUTHORIZING CREATION OF INTER-
MEDIATE APPELLATE COURTS; PROVIDING FOR DISTRICT
COURTS, THEIR JURISDICTION, MEMBERS, TERMS, CLASSES

OF JUDGES, AND METHOD OF SELECTION AND ELECTIONS;
PROVIDING FOR JUDICIAL ADMINISTRATIVE DISTRICTS,
ADMINISTRATIVE AUTHORITY AND PRESIDING JUDGES; PRO-
VIDING FOR ABOLITION OF CERTAIN COURTS, TRANSFER OF
CERTAIN JUDGES THEREOF AND TRANSFER OF JURISDICTION
AND RECORDS; PROVIDING FOR CONTINUANCE OF MUNICIPAL
COURTS WITH LIMITATIONS; PROVIDING FOR METHODS OF
COMPENSATING JUDGES AND SUPREME COURT JUSTICES AND
AUTHORIZING LEGISLATION TO CREATE A RETIREMENT

SYSTEM; PROVIDING FOR CONTINUING PROVISIONS; PROVID-
ING FOR A SAVINGS CLAUSE; PROVIDING EFFECTIVE DATES;
gggg%?ING FOR BALLOT TITLE; AND ORDERING A SPECIAL

BE _IT RESOLVED BY THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES AND THE SENATE OF THE

Correctly Enrolled:

FIRST SESSION OF THE THIRTY-FIRST LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF

OKLAHOMA :
SECTION 1., The Secretary of State of the State of Oklahoma

shall refer to the people for their approval or rejection, as and in
the manner provided by law, the following proposed Amendment to the

Constitution of Oklahoma, repealing Article VII of the Constitution

of Oklahoma and establishing in lieu thereof a new Article to be

known as Article VII of the Oklahoma Constitution which will read as

follows:

ARTICLE VII.

JUDICIAL DEPARTMENT
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. Section 1. The judicial power of this State shall be vested 1in
the Senate, sitting as a Court of Impeachment; a Supreme Court, the
Court of Criminal Appeals, the Court on the Judlciary, the State
Tndustrial Court, the Court of Bank Review, the Court of Tax Review,
and such intermediate appellate courts as may be provided by statute,
District Courts, and such Boards, Agencies and Commissions created

by the Constitution or established by statute as exercise adjudica-
tive authority or render decisions in jpdividual proceedings. Pro-
vided that the Court of Criminal Appeals, the State Industrial Court,
the Court of Bank Review and the Court of Tax Review and such Boards,
Agencies and Commissions as have been established by statute shall
continue in effect, subject to the power of the Legislature to

change or abolish said Courts, Boards, Agencies, OT Commissions.
Municipal Courts in cities or incorporated towns shall continue in
effect and shall be subject to creation, abolition or alteration by
the Legislature by general laws, but shall be limited in jurisdictiow
to criminal and traffic proceedlngs arising out of infractions of the
provisions of ordinances of cities and towns oT of duly adopted
regulations authorized by such ordinances.

Section 2. The Supreme Court shall consist of nine Justices
until the number shall be changed by statute and each Justice shall
be from & separate district of the State. Each district shall remain
as presently constituted until otherwise provided by Statute. The
terms of office of the Justices of the Supreme Court shall be six
years and shall commence on the second Monday of January following
their election. Those appointed or elected to fill vacancies shall
assume office jmmediately upon qualifying for the office. Eéch
justice, at the time of his election or appointment, shall have
attained the age of thirty years, shall have been & qualified
elector in the district for at least one year jmmediately prior to
the date of filing oTr appointment, and shall have been & licensed

practicing attorney or judge of a court of record, OTr both, in

Oklehoma for flve years preceding hig election or appointment and ——
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shall continue to be a duly 1icensed attorney while in office to be
eligible to hold the office. The Justices shall choose from among
their members a Chlef Justice and a Vice Chief Justicee.

Section 3. From each of the Supreme Court districts and Court
of Criminal Appeals districts, the voters thereof shall elect a
Justice of the Supreme Court and a Judge of the Court of Criminal
Appeals at a non-partisan election, in a manner provided by statute.
In the event intermediate'appéllate courts are created, the judges
thereof shall be elected at a non-partisan election, in a manner
provided by statute. In the event of a vacancy the Governor shall,
by appointment from said district, fill such vacancy until the next
eleétion for State Officers, and at such election the vacancy for
the unexpired term shall be filled by & non-partisan election in a
manner provided by statute.

Section 4., The appellate jurisdiction of the Supreme Court shall
be coexténsive with the State and shall extend to all cases at law
end in equity; except that the Court of Criminal Appeals shall have
exclusive appellate jurisdiction in criminal cases until otherwise
provided by statute and in the event there is any conflict as to
jurisdiction, the Supreme Court shall determine which court has
jurisdiction and such determination shall be final., The original
jurisdiction of the Supreme Court shall extend to a general super-
intending control over all inferior courts and all Agencles, Commis-
sions and Boards created by law. The Supreme Court, Court of
Criminal Appeals, in criminal matters and all other appellate courts
shall have power to issue, hear and determine writs of habeas
corpus, nandamus, Qquo warranto, certiorari, prohibition and such
other remedial writs as may be provided by law and may exercise
such other and further jurisdiction as may be conferred by statute.
Each of the Justlces or Judges shall have power to issue writs of
nabeas corpus to any part of the State upon petition by or on be-

half of any person held in actual custody and make such writs

returnable before himself, or before the Supreme court, other
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Appellate Courts, or before any District Court, or judge thereof in i
the State. The appellate and the original jurisdiction of the ‘
Supreme Court and all other appellate courts‘shall be invoked in the
manner provided by law.

Section 5. The sessions of the Supreme Court shall be held at
the seat of government, and the sessions and duration thereof shall
be fixed by rule of said Court. A majority of the members of the
Supreme Court shall constitute a quorum and the concurrence of the
me jority of said Court shall be necessary to declde any question,.
The jurisdiction, powers, duties and procedures of intermediate
appellate courts shall be as provided by rules of the Supreme Court
until otherwise provided by statute. In the event of the creation
of intermediate appellate courts, all appeals shall be made to the
Supreme Court, which may, by rule, determine the method of assign-
ment to, and recall from, the intermediate appellate courts until
otherwise provided by statute. When the intermediate appellate
courts acquire jurisdiction in any cause and make final disposition
of the same, such disposition shall be final and there shall be no
further right of appeal except for lissuance of a writ of certiorari
ordered by & majority of the Supreme Court which may affirm, modify
or make such other changes in sald decision as it deems proper.

The Supreme Court and intermediate appellate court decisions shall
be in such form as the Supreme Court shall specify by rule and the
Court of Criminal Appeals decisions shall be in such form as it |
shall specify by rule, until otherwise provided by statute. The
Supreme Court shall appoint a Clerk of the Supreme Court, who shall
gerve at the pleasure of the Supreme Court and who shall perform
the duties prescribed by law and rules of the Supreme Court. The %
Clerk of the Supreme Court in office on the effective date of this
Article shall continue in office for the duration of his elective
term,

Section 6. Except with reference to the Senate sitting as a

Court of Impeachment and the Court on the Judiciary, generalwmm-~m}
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administrative authority over all courts in this State, including

the temporary assigmment of any judge to a court other than that

for which he was selected, is hereby vested in the Supreme Court and
shall be exercised by the Chief Justice in accordance with its
rules, The Supreme Court shall appoint an administrative director
and staff, who shall serve at its pleasure to assist the Chief
Justice in his administrative duties and to assist the Court on the
Judieiary.

Section 7. (a) The State shall be divided by the Legislature
into judicial districts, each consisting of an entire county or of
contiguous counties. There shall be one District Court for each
judicial district.'which shall have such number of District Judges,

Associate District Judges and Special Judges as may be prescribed

by statute. The District Court shall have unlimited original juris-
diction of all justiciable matters, except as otherwise provided in

this Article, and such powers of review of administrative action as

v Ce_Chairman, COMMITTEE ON ENGROSSED AND ENROLLED BILLS

may be provided by statute, Existing electing distriets for all who
are or who become District Judges and Associate District Judges
under the terms of this Article shall remain as they are constituted
for the offices formerly held by such persons on the effective date
of this Article, until changed by statute. The Legislature may-aﬁ
any time delegate authority to the Supreme Court to
designate by court rule the division of the State into districts
and the number of judges.

(b) All Courts in the State of Oklahoma, except those specifi-
cally provided for in this Article, are hereby abolished at midnight
on the day preceding the effective date of this Article and their

jurisdiction, functions, powers and duties are transferred to the

respective District Courts, and, until otherwise provided by
statute, all non-judicial functions vested in such courts are
transferred to the District Courts and Judges thereof. No person

shall file a declaration of candidacy for any such court abolished
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(c) Each court into which jurisdiction of other courts is
transferred shall succeed to and assume jurisdiction of all causes,
matters and proceedings then pending, with full power and authority
to dispose of them and to carry into execution or otherwise to give
effect to all orders, judgments and decrees theretofore entered by
the predecessor courts.

(d) The files, books, papers, records, documents, monies,

securities and other property in the possession, custody, or control
of the court hereby abolished, or in the possession, custody or
control of any officer thereof, are transferred to the District
Court; and thereafter all proceedings in all courts shall be matters
of record.

(e) In the event a transfer or transition has nbt been pro-

vided for by law, the Supreme Court shall by rule provide for the

orderly transfer or transition.

Section 8. (a) The Judges of the District Court shall be

M <%_Chairman, COMMITTEE ON ENGROSSED AND ENROLLED BILLS

Digtrict Judges, Associate District Judges, and Special Judges.
Fach District Judge, each Associate District Judge, and each Special
' Judge shall be selected according to the provisions of this Article.
v (b) Superior Court Judges shall become District Court Judges
on the effective date of this Article.

(¢c) Common Pleas, County, Children's and Juvenile Court
{ , Judges shall become Associate District Judges in the following
menner: Those Judges whose terms expire after the effective date

\ of this Article shall become Associate District Judges on the

effective date of this Article. Those Judges whose terms expire

on or before the effective date of this Article, shall be subject to

selection, in a manner provided by law, as Associate District

Judges for a term expiring the day preceding the second Monday 1in
January, 1971, and the selectees shall become Associate District
Judges on the effective date of this Article.

(a) There shall be at leagst one Associate District Judge for __

Correctly Enrolled:
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each County in the State. The number of District Judges, including
Superior Court Judges who become District Judges, and Associate
Distriet Judges shall continue at the number held over under this
Article until changed by statute. The District Judges and Assoclate
District Judges shall exercise all jurisdiction in the District
Court except as otherwise provided by law. The Distriet Courts, or
any Judges thereof, shall have the power to issue any writs,
remedial or otherwise necessary or proper to carry into effect their
orders, judegments, or decrees.

(e) The appointment of any Judge to any Court abolished by
this Article made after its adoption shall be for a period ending
on the day preceding the effective day of this Article. '

(f) The terms of District Judges and Associate District Judges
shall be for four years commencing on the second Monday of January
in 1971 and vacancies shall be filled in the manner provided by law,

(g) Each District Judge shall have had prior to election or
appointment, a minimum of four years'! experience as a licensed
practicing attorney, or as a judge of a court of record, or both,
within the State of Oklahoma; shall be a qualified elector of the
respective distriet; and shall have such additional qualifications
as may be prescribed by statute. FEach Associate District Judge
shall be an attorﬁey 1icensed to practice in the State of Oklahoma
and an elector in the County at the time of filing; and they shall
have such additional qualifications as prescribed by statute. Both
District Judges and Associate District Judges shall continue to be
1icensed attorneys while in office.

(h) The District Judges in each judicial administrative
district shall appoint special judges to serve at their pleasure,
The District Judges may appoint a nonlawyer as a special judge 1if
no qualified 1icensed attorney 1is available. The jurisdiction of
Special Judges shall be limited as may be prescribed by statute.

The formula used for the number of special judges to be allowed to__|
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each judicial administrative district shall be set by the Legis-
lature. All judges of special sessions courts shall become Special
Judges for the remainder of their terms.

(1) District Judges, Associate District Judges and Special
Judges may hold court anywhere in this State authorized by rule of
the Supreme Court.

Section 9. District Judges and Associate District Judges shall
be elected by the voters of the several respective districts or
counties at a non-partisan electlon in the manner provided by
statutes

Section 10. (a) The State shall be divided into Judicial
Administrative Districts, by statute, each consisting Qf one or more
District Court Judicial Districts.

(b) The District Judges and Associate District Judges in each
Judicial Administrative District shall select one of the District
Judges to serve at thelr pleasure as Presiding Judge of such
Judicial Administrative District. Subject to the authority of the
Supreme Court, the Presiding Judge shall have general aqministrative
authority over the Judicial Administrative District, including
authority to provide for divisions, general or specialized, and for
appropriate times and places of holding court subject to law.

Section 11, (a) Judges and Supreme Court Justices shall
receive for their services salaries provided by statute. The
salaries of‘Judges and Justices shall not be diminished, but may be
sjnereased during their respective terms of office, Judicial
officers maj be paid such actual and necessary expenses as may be
provided by statute. All basic salaries and expenses, OT any
portion thereof, of judges of District Courts shall be paid by the
State unless otherwise provided by Statute, with such additional
salaries as may be provided by statute to be paid by the respective

districts or counties.

(b) No Justices or Judges, except those of Municipal Courts ,—|

Page 8
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shall engage in the practice of law nor hold any other office or
position of profit under the United States or this State or any
municipal corporation or political subdivisioﬁ of this State, nor
shall hold office in any political party. Provided that the Judges
of the Court on the Judiciary, the Court of Tax Review and the Court
of Bank Review and the Judges of any other such Special Courts may
serve in such capacities in addition to their othér judicial office.
Compensation for sefvice in the National Guard or the armed forces
of the United States for such periods of time as may be determined
by rules of the Supreme Court shall not be deemed “"profit".

(¢) Notwithstanding the provisions of this Article relating to
terms of office, the Legislature may provide by statute for a
maximum age qualification for election or appointment to office and
for the retirement of Justices and Judges automatically at a pre-
scribed age or after a certain number of years of service, or both,
The compensation, age of retirement and procedure for retirement
shall be prescribed by statute., Any retired Justice or Judge may,
in the discretion of the Supreme Court, be assigned to Judicial
service. The compensation for such service shall be that to which
the Justice or Judge is entitled in accordance with benefits as
provided by statute.

Section 12, Except to the extent inconsistent with the pro-
vigions of this Article, all provisions of law and rules of court in
force on the effective date of this Article shall continue in effect
until superseded in a manner authorized by law,

Section 13. In the event the abolition of any court or office
hereunder is held by any court of competent jurisdiction to not take
effect upon the effective date of this Article, then such court or
office shall be abolished and terminated at the expiration of the
term of the officer holding such office with the same provisions

applying thereto, as if abolished on the effective date of this

ATticLle : S : e
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Section 14, This Judicial Article shall become effective on

January 13, 1969; except those provisions expressly authorizing or

directing a different date; and except those provisions relating to

the Supreme Court, the Court of Criminal Appeals, intermediate

appellate courts and the Justices and Judges of such Courts, which
shall become effective immediately upon the adoption of this
Judicial Article. On or after the first Tuesday after the first
Monday in January, 1968, the Legislature shall enact the necessary
and appropriate laws to implement and place in operation the
provisions of this Article.

Section 15. In all jury trials the jury shall return a general |
verdict, and no law in force nor any law hereafter enacted, shall
require the court to direct the jury to make findings of particular
questions of fact, but the court may, in its discretion, direct such
special findings.

Section 16, Article VII of the Constitution of the State of

0k1ahoma 18 NETEDY TEPEBLEA ¢ oo it e

gggg%gg 2, The Ballot Title for the said proposed Amendment
shall be in the following form:
BALLOT TITLE

Legislative Referendum No. State Question No.

THE GIST OF THE PROPOSITION IS AS FOLLOWS:

Shall a Constitutional Amendment
amending‘the Constitution of the State of Oklahoma by repealing’
Article VII thereof, establishing a new Article V1I, providing |
for a Judicial Department consisting of the Supreme Court,
Distriect Courts, other courts, and agencies, including inter-
mediate appellate courts; providing for Judieial and Admin-
istrative Districts; abolishing all courts not provided for
herein including Justice of the Peace Courts; providing for
classes of Judges, qualifications, method of compensation,

expenses, duties and jurisdiction; authorizing 1egisiation for

retirement system; providing for non-partisan election of
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Judges; providing for appointment of Clerk of Supreme Court;

| be approved by the people?

[T ws
[T o

SHALL THE PROPOSED AMENDMENT BE APPROVED?

SECTION 3. The Speaker of the House of Representatives shall
immediately, after the adoption of this Resolution by the Legis-
lature, prepare and file one copy thereof, including the above
Ballot Title with the Secretary of State, and one copy wifh the

Attorney General.

SECTION 4, A special election is hereby ordered to be held

throughout the State of Oklahoma on July 11, 1967, and at said

election, the'proposed Amendment to the Constitution of Oklahoma set
forth in this Resolution, shall be submitted to the electors of |
Oklahoma on a white ballot for their approval or rejection as and in

the manner provided by lawe .
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Adopted by the House of Representatives the 9th day of May,

1967. . e e e e e
3
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e s S ARG T d of the House of

Representatives.

. Adopted by the Senate the 1lth day of May, 1967.

_QZLM 2 >;\Z7 %
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/ OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY OF STATE

Received by the Secretary of State this . // ........ -




THE ATTORNEY GENERAL
OF OKLAHOMA

Oklabhoma City, Okla. 73105 F u [L ﬁg, @

May 12, 1967 MAY 12 (qpl

JOHN ROGERS

SECRETARY OF STATE

G. T. BLANKENSHIP
ATTORNEY GENERAL

Honorable John Rogers
Secretary of State
State Capitol Building
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma

Dear Mr. Rogers:

You are hereby notified that pursuant to the discretion and
duty lodged in and imposed upon the Attorney General by 34 0.S.
1961, § 9, he has examined the proposed ballot title to Enrolled
House Joint Resolution No. 508 of the lst session of the 31st
Oklahoma Legislature which, together with a copy of said resolu-
tion was delivered to him on May 12, 1967, and from said exami-
nation finds that said ballot title, as set out below and in
said resolution, is in legal form and harmony with the law.

BALLOT TITLE

Legislative Referendum No. Zé f State Question No. ﬁjﬁ/j

THE GIST OF THE PROPOSITION IS AS FOLLOWS:

Shall a Constitutional Amendment

amending the Constitution of the State of Oklahoma by
repealing Article VII thereof, establishing a new Article
VII, providing for a Judicial Department consisting of the
Supreme Court, District Courts, other courts, and agéncies,
including intermediate appellate courts; providing for
Judicial and Administrative Districts; abolishing all courts
not provided for herein including Justice of the Peace Courts;
providing for classes of Judges, qualifications, method of
compensation, expenses, duties and jurisdiction; authorizing
legislation for retirement system; providing for non-partisan
election of Judges; providing for appointment of Clerk of
Supreme Court,




Mr. Rogers - (2)
May 12, 1967

be approved by the people?

S
SHALL THE PROPOSED AMENDMENT BE APPROVED?/ —/ XB
L / NO

Inasmuch as 34 0.5. 1961, § 9, supra, expressly provides that

"no appeal shall be allowed as to ballot
titles of constitutional or legislative enact-~
ments proposed by the Legislature which ballot
titles have been approved or revised by the
Attorney General.",

it is your duty, under the provisions of said section, to immediately
"transmit to the Secretary of the State
Election Board an attested copy of the pend-

ing proposition, including such approved title."

Yourg very truly,

G. T. Blankenship,
Attorney General

GTB:1k£f
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