LAW OFFICES OF

DEVEREUX & HILDRETH

~
JOHN DEVEREUX JOHN J. HILDRETH

4/17/12.

The Honorable Secretary of State,
Qkla

Olrlahoma Csty, ahomae

-

Encloscd e hand you cony of g prosos:id

o +the Constitution of the State of Oklaliome by initigative

We have sent o copy of this to the Attorney
ke 2
Genporsl by this same mail and ask you Tindly to file thig »a)

in your oifice, to-daye

Yors btrulry

J D/EJ %§&&x-~¢7vdﬁﬁctaV72?{L




.

April 18, 1912,

Deversux & Hildreth, Attys.,
Guthﬁie,'Okla.
‘Géntlémen:- '
1 anhﬁowledge rﬂceint of your favor of the
l?th insuart enelcsing oopy of proposed amendmernt to
the Consb tutlon of Oklahoma by initiative Eptltion.
| The same was filed st 8:80 o'clock this
morning ond was glven the following nﬁmber: Stete
Cuestion fo. 40, Initiative Tetition Yo. Zf;

Very respectfully,

Decretary of State.




TOEE io o delony fav vy e B0 slme o

Eanitiative op i s poldbicn 91tk ny nans ooy than bis sum,

gnse  for e o

Siokids o wdam Bie s

fien such pebillor when e In mob & loged voben.”




IBIRIATIVE PERITIONH.

To the Honorabdle Les Cruee, Governor of Oklshomm: Ve, the
undersigned citizens and lesel voders of the State of Olshoma and
the County of , , . Efnlly orderx thai the
following proposed smendment to the Copotitution shall be submitted
to the legsl voters of the State of Oklahoma, for thelr zpproval or
r penorel oleation ¢ be hield on the Eizat —
fucsdey affor the First Honday, {tihe Fiftn day) of Bovember 1912, snd
sach for hirmoel? says: I have persompally %:yr%s this pebkition; I an
a8 legal voter of the Stete of Uklahoms and the Comty of
Iy residence and postoifice are corresetly writien alfier ny nanes
The time for £iling this petition expires ninedy days LTrom

rojeetion at the Tegula

2

“he qu&étiem we berewith submalt {o owx Lellow vobors 423
8hall the follow ng proposed smendment 40 the Coustitubisn be zdopicd?
PITIE:

in Act amending Article Twenty One (21) of the Constitution
of the State of Oklahoms by sdding $o said Artiele a cection numbored |
two {2) locoting the Capitol and seat of Gouvermment of said Siale.

BE IT DREACTEL BY TEE FUODLD O TED SBATE OF QELALOMA:

Sao. Ze The Capitol and soat of Government of tho Stote of Oxlsihomm

is berehy loested at the ity of Guthrie 4n oaid Shnio.




Wo glst of thic propoeition i o loeao

~ the Cepdtol of the Stete of OXlahome ot Suthrie, Oklshons,




StaTE OF ORLAHOMA

LEGAL DEPARTMENT ADDRESS ALL COMMUNICATIONS TO
OKLAHOMA CITY "THE ATTORNEY GENERAL anD
CHARLES WEST, ATTORNEY GENERAL REFER TO INITIALS
EDWAPRD G.SPILMAN,ASSISTANT ATTORNEY GENERAL EQEB-. l
WILLIAM C. REEVES, ASSISTANT ATTORNEY GENERAL

CHARLES L.MOORE, ASSISTANT ATTORNEY GENERAL
SMITH C.MATSON, ASSISTANT ATTORNEY GENERAL

April 18, 1912,

To the

Secretary of State.
Sir:

There has been filed in this office a copy of an
Initiative Petitlon, proyosing én amendment to Article 21 of
the Constitution of Oklahoma, by adding a sesctlion mmbered
Two (2) looating the 6apital and seat of govermment of said
State. Accompanying the petition is a proposéd ballot title
as follows:

"Ballot title.

The gist of this proposition is to locate the capital

of the State of Oklahoma at Guthrie, Oklahoma,*

It is the opinién 6f this office that the proposed ballol
title 1s in legal form and in harmony with the law, and the
same 1ls approved as provided by law.

Very respectiully,
THE ATTORNEY GENERAL,

By &6zuam~¢ﬂ.\

¢C to Devereux & Hildreth,
Guthrie, Okla,




STATE OF OKLAHOMA
DEPARTMENT OF STATE
OKLAHOMA CITY

BENJAMIN F.HARRISON HueH LLHARRELL
SECRETARY ASS'T SECRETARY

July the I5th, I%I2.

Received of Devereux and Hildreth, Attys.,
Guthrie, Oklahoma, thirty-three hundred and forty-
three pamphlets, containing fifty-one thousand,
four hundred and ninety-nine (5I1.499) signatures
to the 6rigina1 retition of State Question No. 40,
Initiative Petition FNo. 25, & copy of which was
filed in this office before the circuletion of szid
petitiop$ April the I8th, I%Il2.

Given under my hand and scal of office this the
fifteenth day of July, IoI2.

Secretary of State.

b
; \j
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ARGUKENDT
Por Oklahoma City on State tnestion Noe40,-Initiative Petition
No. 25,-uhy the Constitution should be Amended so as to
Losate the Capital Permanently at Guthrie, Oklshoma, being

the Answer to the Argument Tiled by Guthrie.

Oklahoma City in presenting her argument to the
people of the state is perfectly content to subhit the facts
as they are.

‘ The Argument of Guthrie discloses two facts:

Pirsty that its citizens are grossly ignorant of
of the facﬁs as they asctually sre, or they are possessed
with a wilful and malicious determination to grossly mis-
represent the facts. Their entire argument is based upon
the theory that Guthrie 1s the protector of the rights of
the people of the state. This theery is slightly mislesding
when the sttention of the people is called to the fact that
cuthrie for twenty yesrs ignored the interests of the
people in oxder to subserve and advance her own selfish
interests in the matter of the location of the capital. The
ecapitael never has been 1located at Guthrie, either by & vote
of the 1ggislature. or by a vote of the people.

When Oklahoms was opened Rbe settlement the Organic
Act providing therefor, provided that the territorial capital
should be at Guthrie, and that the first territorial logisla-
ture should locate the capital, Tn 1890 the territorisl
legislature did locate the capital, at Oklahoma City, but
the bill thus locsting the capital was vetoed by Governor
Steele, & carpet bagger, who came to Oklahoma with his
commission in his pocket ané left the territory with its
expiration. The capital was next located at Kingfisher and
this bill was vetoed, both of these vetoes being nrought about

through the influence of Guthrie politicians.
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In Guthrie's argummht she states that the elec-
tion held June 11y 1910;at which the capital was located at
Oklohoma City, was in violation of the Enabling Aet which
the Constitutional Convention had irrevocably accepted. This
stotement implies, and it is the purpose of Guthrie to leave
the impression that the people of the state were without
power to locate the capital, that Oklahoma was not admitted
into the Union on an equality with the other ststes, but
came in degraded and tied by the 1913 clause which was
inserted in the Enabling Aet under the influsnce of Guthrie,
but our own supreme court and the supreme court of the
United States repudiated this contention of Guthrie and
held that Oklahoms possessed in ell respects the same
constitutional right and power of the other states, and that
since 8ll the other states were unrestrieted in their power
to locate their capitals, so has Oklshoma this power. Guthrie
opposed Statehood by all the means in her power and at the
election when the Constitution was edopted, Guthyrie and Logan
sounty dast twice as many votes against the adoption of the
constitution as they did for it; and, while the Constitutional
Convention was in session, and during the time when the first
Administration had offices at Guthrie, her reople and her
chief newspaper antagonized and villified the public officidls
engggdd in forming the constitution ana administering the
state government. Vhen the first state officers were inau-
gurated at Guthrie, one of her leading citizens refused to
permit his place of business to be decorated with filags in
honor of the occasion, and at the next election he was
elected Mayor of Guthrie, This individual is now fighting

to take the eapital baeck to Guthrie,
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Guthrie clzims in her official argument that the
people of the state were deceived by the belief that the
initiatsd bill voted on in 1910 would not have affected the
locating of the eapital until 1913. The time as to when
the measure .ould take effect was the subject of controversy
and discussion during the campaign and honest men differed
upon the question, but Guthrie took the correct view upon
this question and circulated throughout the state the written
opinion of every lawyer located therem except two, in whieh
1t was said:

" Tt has been suggested that they only intend to
locate the cspital at this time, and that the time
intervening between now and 1913 will be necessarily used
in erescting a building and getting it ready for use ab
that time. It is not the lengusge of the bill before
the people. An examination of the bill will disclose

the faet that the election to be held is for the
purpose of locating the capital =t this time."

This was the opinion of Governor Haskell and he
acted in accordance therewith when he opened up his offices
at Oklahomn City immediately after the election was held, On
this point the supreme court sustalned his sction and the
opinion of the Guthrie lawyers, henee it cannot be stated
that Oklahoms City decelved thé people as to when the capital
should bhe localed. When the supreme court denied the valid-
ity of that election on a technical defeet in the balloet
titie, Governor Haskell convened the legislature in extra-
op#dbnery session snd the legislature enacted the present
law locating the capital at Oklahoma Citye

As soon as Okldhoma ¢city, by virtue of the election
held in June 1910, attempted to ecarry out the wishes of the
people expressed in that election, and of their implied
agreaement as mads by her eitizens in the campeign immedistely
prior to seid olection, the citizens of Guthrie enjoined in
the eourts any steps on the part of Oklshoma City to carry

out her contract, and the supreme court of Oklohoma held that

aaid election was void because of a defective ballot title.




The legislature in December 1910 again located the
capital at Oklahoma City and entered into a contract through
its Governor with the State Capital Building Company of
Oklehoma City, in which contract the said State Capitol
Building Company agreed to secure title to six hundred and
Tifty aeres of lend within the vicinity of the capital site, to
sell same, place the proceeds from said sale in a special fund
known as the "State Capital Building Fund", and entered into
s bond in the sum of $100,000,00 guaranteeing that sald lands
would yield to the state a million dollars; but sald contract
provided that thp monecy need not bs paid to the State of
‘Oklshoma faster thon the same is used in the construetion of
the capital building and that in the event the erection of
the campital building should De enjoined or involved in liti-
gation as to the legality of the site or the location thereof,
then in that event further payments of money under the
contract need not be made until the matter is fully settled
and determined.

The State Capitol Building Company has secured
title to the capital site, and %o the six hundred and fifty
asres of land, as agreed in said contraet, and for the protec-
tion of the state, deeds to said lands are now in the hands
of Governor Lee Cruce, as trustee, and in order to place sald
bond beyond thé question of doubt as to its validity or its
value, Oklahoms City has placed the smount of said bond,
51005000 in cash, in the hands of said Governor Tee Cruce; &s

trustee,
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guthrie in her arsument makes the stetement that t he
site on which the capital is to be lccated is in litigation,
and that no title can be made to it. This is not only &
false misrepresentation, but it is a vielous, maliciovs and
wilful misstatement. The site on which the capital is to be
located, as loested by the legislature, has never heen in
litigation and no person has ever raised any cuestion as to"
the validity of ite title. The only traect of land that has
ever heen in litigation to the extent that lhe title was
involved is known as the Parker-Howe tract, consisting of
55 acres, which was recently determined by & decision of the
U.S.Circuit Court of Appeals, and the State Capital Building
Company has & good and valid title to seid property.

The only reason why the capital building has not
heen constructed in accordance with the provisions of sald
contract, is that Guthrie from Januery to Hovember 1Zth, 1911
had the questi‘on of +he location of the sapital in litigatiom;
and Clklshoms City has never been permitted to proceed with
her contract.

Cﬁ%‘the 1ands donated for capitel purposes by the
State Capitel Building Compeny, lands appraised at more than
s million dollars , lie south of 23d street, or practieally
within the city limits. Guthrie sbtates in her argument
that the lands submitted by the State Capital Building Company
are sosttered all over tho north east part of Oklahoms County.
This misstatement is made knowlngly and for the express purpose
of deceiving the psople. The lands dohated were &ll examined
by the various members of the legislature which accepted
the propesition, and they have been apprsised by the repre-
sentatives of the people of the whole state, and. Governor Cruce
himself has stated that if the lands are sold afrer the
erection of the capital has actuelly been begun, they will

produee more than a million dollars.

Guthrie also contends that her capital 540aYe,
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containing Tourteen acres, and locsgted in the extreme eastern
portion of Guthrie, is worth half a million dollars, This
square is Turther from the center of Guthrie than the site
seletted by the legislature iz Ffrom Oklahoms City. Guthrie's
appraisement of her land is $35,000 sn acre, and of the
lané doneted by Oklahome City 5100 per aere. Can any reasonable
man believe this? The statement carries its own refutation.

guthrie further claims that the seetion of school
land located half o mile beyond her ecapital square is worth
half a million dollers, or spproximately 3800 an acee, and that
the land donsted by Oklahome City is worth 3100 an ascre. Will
this éomparison of values stand the test?

We refer to Governor Crues's published ststements
and the appreisement made under the direction of the legisla-
ture for n complete refutation of Guthrie's attempt to
depreciate the value of the land donated by Oklshome City. But

why should Guthrie refer in her argument to the section of

land belonging to the sehool children of the state? Does
she intend to appropriate this land for capital purposes and
rob the children of it? Let her answer this cuestion as
she may.

Another argument advanced by Guthrie is that the
state of Oklshoma owes her the capital because she has never
asked for any other institution, and rests her olaim on the
belief that the people of the state are morslly bhound to
locate the capital at Guthrie,because of the 1913 Clouse
in the Znsbling Act. She has always claimed the capital as
a favor conferred on her by Congress and denhed other cities
of the state the right to dispute her prerogative.

Oklehoma City makes no claim of speeisl privilege
in thie fight. TLocated in the center of the state, more

accessible than sny other city, she presents her claims solely

on their merits. Three times she has been selected as the
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caplital by reason of the faet thet it is to the best interests
of the people of the state to have their seat of government
here., She does not claim that any one is under obligetion
to vote for her in the approaching election, except upon the
belief that it would be to the best interests of a vast
majority of the people of the state for the eapital to be
lccated here. In this election the public good should be the
sole guide of the wotetw,. Oklahoma City has never dewmived
the people of the state in the past and will not do so in
this campaign. She asserts thet she has redeemed the pledges
made by her in the former cempaign and has donsted land and
monsy sufficienf te build a million dollar capital, without
a cents cost to the tax payers of the state, and she sppeals
to the judgment and conscience of the people of the state %o
be permitted to finally consummate this donation by the delivery
of & million dollar Building, free to the people of the state.

To vote the capital at Guthrie is to deny this privi-
lege to Oklahoma City and impose upon the tax payers the hmie
burden of building their capital. Oklehome City is an
integral portion of this imperial commonwealth, and her inber—
ests ars irrevoeably entwined with the interests of every
other eity, town, hamlet ané village in the state, Their
prosperity is a perpetual guaranty of her growth and development.

Her enterprises, and partioularly her gr.eat stock markety is

a direect appeal to every farmer in the state to improve his
own condition, and thereby contribute to hers,

The location of the capitsl is not 2 local matter
but one of state wide importance. No man is so humble or
obscure but thet he has en interest in the proposition and

the right to express his choice.

Respectfully submitted,
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LAW OFFICES OF

DEVEREUX & HILDRETH

JOHN DEVEREUX JOHN J. HILDRETH

Guthnis; Ollatoma, 7/26/12.
Hon. Benjamin F. Harrison,
Secretary of State,
Oklehoma City, Oklahoma.
Dear Sir:
In the natter of State (uestion # 40 and Initiative
. Petition # 25 bein: a rcferendun to the people to change the @apital
of Oklahoma fiom Oklanoma City to Guthrie, I notice that the time
. has passed within which a protest can be filed, as the petition was
filed with you on HMonday, July 15the. We would be very much obliged
Hlieer
if you wo=1d give us notice when you will order this question pessed
upon the vallot as we have 10 days from that date within whiclse.
prepare argument. |
Thanking you for your many courtesics in the
premises

Ve arc,

A

Very truly yours,

7 p/Ed Ao i Lo




STATE OF OKLAHOMA
DEPARTMENT OF STATE
OKLAHOMA CITY

" BENJAMIN F. HARRISON HueH L.HARRELL
SECRETARY ASST SECRETARY

To @i Excclliency,
the Coverner o7 Oklshomn,
H4p tmm
TRID I 90 CERVIVY, Shat on My 1bth, 1918,
thore was Tiled in the offics of the Foaretery of
S%ate ¢f the Stete of Oklshowe, ean Inftistive Fetitien,
styled Stoto Tuestion Mol 40, Initistive Fetition Ho. ib,
with & Ballet Bitle as foliome:
, he giot of this proveoeition 48 1o loonte
the eapital of the Pioir of Oklalous &t Unthris,
Okl vhomm " |
The fetitien hns 51,043 signstwres, o grecter
pumber than e rooessary to initiste & b1l sevording to
1aw, |
YITHEDD my hand end OfTieial Teal this H0%h
88x of July, A.De, 191E.

RECRETART OF BRATH.



STATE OF OKLAHOMA

LEE CRUCE, GOVERNOR
OKLAHOMA CITY

July 31lst, 1912.

Secretary of State,
State House,
Oklahoma City, Ykla.
Dear Sir:-

I &m-in receipt of your communication
‘certifying to me that on July 15th, 1912, there
was filedxih your office an_initiative petition,
styled stéte Question XNo. 40, Initiative Petition

No. 25.

The same will receive official action

Youfs ti;;;%ﬁ§;7

LC-LW Governor.

at my hands.




LAW OFFICES OF

DEVEREUX & HILDRETH

JOHN DEVEREUX JOHN J. HILDRETH
*

Gittrie; Obdphoma 7/31/12,

Hon. Benjamin P. Harrison,
Secretary of State,
Oklahoma City, Oklahoms.,

“Dear Sir:

Your favor is received, being a copy of your
certificate to his BExcellency, the Govermor, that om July 15th, 1912,
there was filed in the Office of the Secretary of State, an Initiative
Petitioh, State Cuestion # 40, and Initiative Petition # 25, with
the ballot title as follows eteca, being the State Capitolbﬁemoval
questions

Vﬁat we wish to kmow is, when the Governor will
order this put on the ballot as we will have ten'aaysvfrom that date

to file our arguments We are,

Very truly yours,

J H/HJ MMW




Avpust 1, 1912,

Devereux % Hildr&th, Attys.,
| . Cuthrie, Okla,

Gentlemen§~- 4 .
. Replying te yours of the 31lst ultimo.
e have no nmears of knowing when the‘ﬁovérnor will
také aetioﬁ in regard to Stéte "uestion Ho. 40;
Initiative Petition Ko. 25, and would suppest that
you take the matter up direct with hinm.

Very respectfully,

Assistant Secretery of State.




STATE OF OKLAHOMA
DEPARTMENT OF STATE
OKLAHOMA CITY

BENJAMIN F.HARRISON HueH L.LHARRELL
SECRETARY R ASST SECRETARY

Te Lo Alomander, Chairpen,

Copitol Removel Commiviee,
. BE6 Averican Hational Jank Euilding,
Oklvhomas ity, DRlahonn.

Dosr Bipyee

rupsuant o the provicions of Cec. 3684,
Snyder's Coppilod Taws of Oklshomw, 1%00, I hand
you herewith twenty-thros iypevrition eoples of the
arpwnent submisted fv behslf of the potitdonersn of
Stete (nostion Hos 49, Initiative Fetition Hos Db

Yory reoopostfully,

Searetnry of talos

Cerbon conles sonth $o:

Bon Riley, seerel ry,~tate Hleotion Boord,
Te 3. Hoore, Neorstzry, ORlzhoma Clty Cheabder of TommOrofe
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1915,

Honorable Ben Hiley,
. Secretnry, Stﬁceqﬁlecﬁien‘Bcard,'.
i ' OKlehoma iy, Oklahoma,
Dear Sirim= _
\ I hend you herewith.eogy of-argumeﬁt'far

netitioners of State Question Ko, 40, Initistive

Very respectfully,

Secretary of State.




ARGUMENT FOR PETITIONERS IN STATE (UESTION # 40,

INITIATIVE PETITION # 25, WIIY THE CONSTITUTION SHOULD BE ANMENDED
30 AS TO LOCATE THE CAPITAL PERMANENTLY AT GUTHRIE OKLAHOMA.

At o special electlon held June 11, 1910, upon
petition of Oklahoma City, and in violation of the enabling act which
the constitutional convention had irrevoccably accepted, the guestion
of the location of the capilital of the state was voted upon, Oklahona
City by her officianl representatives declared before the election
that the enabldng act would be complied withAand the capital be not
moved until 1913 and that in the mean time thev would build free,

for the statem a million dollar capitol building and would also pay

all nmoving expenses. The pretended result of this special electlion
was aunounced on the night of June 11, several hourse afier the polls
¢l scd and before the éount was completed or certified in a majorit:
of the precinets of the ctate, and in open violation of pledges made
to the people the capitol was moved to Oklahoma Gity that night.
Thg vote of this special election was never officiglly canvassed and
geveral months later thé supreme court of our state declared the
election illegal. The Gove nor at once called & special session of the
legislature at Oklahoma City and by a Wote of that body the capitol
woag located in that oity; the citizens renewing their promises in a
written econtract of a million dollar capitol building, payment of
moving expenses and free rentalay

The Capital is now s Oklahome City eimply by
leglslative act and not by any vote of the pmople, subject to belng
moved by the legislature or the‘peoéle at any Yime. @uthrie now agks
the people of the‘Stéte to_sattl& the mattar‘ymrmanentlyw nder
written agreement with the legislature, Okﬂahmma 0ity'wa8 to begin
on July 1, 1910, to pay $25,000 each month to the state and econtinue

these paymanﬁa until a millien dall&ra had bnen paid. ﬂot & single




kept and the state is now obligated to pay over $40,000. a year in
rentses

Their promise to pay the moving expenses was like
all of the rest of their promises and the taxpayers paid these bills
as well as the fees of the attorneys employed to try and hold the
capltal in Oklahoma City on an illegal election. After the Attorney
General ruled that the contract with the sbtate Jad been violated by
Oklashowma City, and was no longer binding, the citizens of Guthrie,
on the molicitation of peownle from all parts of the stale and to
right a wrong done them and the state,  repared this initiative
petition locating the capiltal permanently at Guthrie and 1P was sdgned
by 51,499 voters, over 14,000 more than the number required by law.
Iq comparison with Oklahoma City's action calling for a special
lgelection at a woat of $100,000 to the taxpayers, at a time when every
ifarmer was busy and only able to get to the polls at a sacrifice and
lso a.special gession of the legislature at an addition@l expenge
»f @25@000, ig Guthrie's petition submitting the matter at a general
election when every voter will be at #he polls and entailing not a
gingle dollar of additional expense.

Oklahoma ®ity now offers in plaece of the million
dollar caplto}, and the moving expenses, One Hundred Thousand Dollars
and 8ix Hundred Pifty acres of land scattered all over the north
eagt part of Oklahoms County, the most valuable part of whigh is in
litigation and that where they wish to locate the capitol, being in
litigation so that no title can be made to it. The residue of thim
Six Hundred ¥ifby meres. is in small tracts as above set out and the
official state‘abstracters found about two hundred defects in the -
titles to these various tractes |

comnitbes Which put this land in the hands of




$13,000 and es & speculation could not be considered at over $85,000
and Governor Uruee in & reoont pudblished letter states that the land
would hecome voluable 1f retained for many years after the oanpitol
wes builts Vhere then is the million or more dollars for a capitol
building to come from exeept out of the pookets of the taxpayer?

The City of Guthrie offers to the pescple of ths Itate,
Capltal Square containing Fourteen sores, upodn whiech . it has built a
Convention Hall whioh was used by the State free for the purimae
of a Capitol bullding and which gogt One Hundyed PFifty Thousand Dollars
and around which it has paved and, perked the streets and improved the
gounds, making a besublful park as well sebt ouf .in shade treces and
Bermde srass..

These grounde losabed in the hea:t of the City which
wers yoserved by the Govermment for Capitol purposmes with «ll the
Improvenents ineluding the temporary Capitol are worth ét this time
fully & half million dollars, _

The pbtate owns a mahool'waofion ono half wile south
of Capital Square which the state can plat and sell for tommelte
purposes. With the sapitol looated at Guthrie, thia seclion of land
would bring fivelg%ausana dollars, a8 the land lies with n half & mile
of the Courd Haune and Poderal Building, with street care crossing it
and paved ptyeete touching it

The people of Cuthris have never asked for mny of the
public institubions of the ﬁﬂma; Believing in the honepty and integrity
of the people of the state and in the moral obligabion of the psople
o sarry out the procision of the enabling aet providing that the
Gapital should vemain at Guthrde wxsm 1918, Guthrie rewed her olaim
%o $he Btate ﬂap&tal« :




public offices and while the erection of these buildings is going on,
the taxpayers are paying over Forty Thousand Dollars a year rent to
the property holders of OklahoéaAOity, this payment to continue for
many years.

Cuthrie is practically in the center &f the state;
is one of the finest residence citles of Lhe state; clean, law-abiding
and healthful; is reached by eight railways; hage gtreet cars and every
other modern convenicnee and the finest drinking and medicinal mineral
waters in America. The temporary Capitol erected by citizens of
Guthrie and presented free to the State will serve the State for many
years and wi h the capitol located permanently in Guthrie, there need
bp no appropriation for s building or rents until the taxpayers shall
have had a chanqe to fiée themselves from their present burden of
taxes and debts. : | e,

The Qapitsl %as moved Jfrom Guthrie’ bJ fraud and
misrepresentation. The pepple of the o tJ of Guthrie“ask the moral

§

law-abiding citizens of the state vho belléve 1n Justice and a square

w

deal to, on Nov., 5, 19f2 gettle the Gapital gueﬁtlon permanently

by locating it at the clty of Guthrie therebv recﬁifylnv the great
wrong done to the people of the gtate ar%éto the . Oity of ﬂuthrie when

the Capital was stolen by 0k1ahoman01ty.ﬁ"” , ;







W. L. ALEXANDER GEORGE M. FLICK
GENERAL MANAGER SECRETARY

CITIZENS' CAPITAL CAMPAIGN COMMITTEE

FRANK J. WYKOFF, CHAIRMAN

327-329 AMERICAN NATIONAL BANK BUILDING
PHONE WALNUT 1866

OKLAHOMA CITY, U. S. A.

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE
w. L. ALF.XAN%ER

airman
COLIN S. CAMPBELL

Treasurer Aug. 26, 1912,

C. B, STUART
Chairman Advisory Committee

ED. 8. VAUGHT

Chaitman Press Committee
E.K. GAYLORD
FRANK P. JOHNSON
LEON LEVY
JOSEPH HUCKINS
DOC. MONRONEY
C. F, COLCORD
W. A, LEDBETTER
FRANK J. WYKOFF

Hon. Benjamin F. Harrison,
Secretary of State,
vklahoma City, Okla.
Dear Sir:-
We ackanledge receipt of 23 printédiéopies, argument

for petition in state question # 40 initiated petition # 25.

The same was received to-day by messenger from your office.

Yours tj?%fi::j
; S




Eonorable 3Ben Riley,
Secretary, State HXlection Beamd,

Oklahome vity, Oklahoma.
Dear Sir:=--

This is to certify that there was filed in
this office on the 15th of July, 1912, gnitiative
Petition Bo., 25, State Question Ho. 40..with a ballot
title approved by the Attorney General, as follows:

"Bhe gist of this proposition is to locate

8%§a§§g;E§1 of the State.of Oklshoma at Guthrie,

WITNESS my hand and Officisl Sesl this fourth

day of JSeptember, A.D., 1912,

SECRETARY 0P STATE.




| GEORGE M. FLICK
. NDER
Wb Aelgssxnﬁu MANAGER SECRETARY

CITiZENS' CAPITAL CAMPAIGN COMMITTEE

FRANK J. WYKOFF, CHAIRMAN

327-329 AMERICAN NATIONAL BANK BUILDING
PHONE WALNUT 1866

OKLAHOMA CITY, U.S. A.

EXECUTIVE. COMMITTEE
W. L. ALEXANDER

airman

COLIN S. CAMPBELL

Treasurer Sept . 7 , 19 12.

C. B. STUART

Chairman Advisory Committee

ED. S. VAUGHT

airman Press Committee
E. K. GAYLORD
FRANK P. JOHNSON
LEON LEVY
JOSEPH HUCKINS
DOC. MONRONEY
c.F, COLCORD
W. A. LEDBETTER
FRANK J. WYKOFF

Hon. Benjamin B. Harrison,
Secretary of State,
Oklahoma City.

Dear Sir:-

On to-day we filed thirty copies of Answer to
State Question No. 40 Initiated Petition # 25 Why the Con-
stifution should be Amended so as to Locate the Capital
permanently at wuthrie. Upon investigation, we find that
the carbon copies were mismatched in placing the same together
and there are a few copies that are correct and the other has

either a line too little or a few lines too much. With your

permission Monday morning we will correct the arrangement so

that it will read properly. It was not noticed until after I

returned to the office and compared sheets.

Yours truly,. ‘
% e
oy




L]

September 7th., 1912.

Received of W. L. Alexander thirty copies of ARSUMEHT POR
OXTAHOMA CIDY O sTATEH GUESTION 0. 40 INITIATIVE PRTITION 0%
25,~ WHY THI COHRTINURION SEOULD BE AMEIDED 80 AS TO LOCATE THE
CAPITAL FPORUAINNITLY AT GUIHRIE, OKLDAHOMA,- BEING THI AUSWER 70

‘-;;t‘ &RGU '3:1_ "‘}Iula}-} 31 G’U”f‘ ‘.I

}.:z

Witnese oy hand thie the day and year first sbove writiez,

SACRLLARY  OF GOTATH.

By
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H. T. SWEARINGEN E. J. ALLEN FRED L. WENNER
CHAIRMAN TREASURER SEGRETARY

G. H. BRADFORD

e | @he Caprital Comunitter ) o

Guthrie, Oklahema Sept. 18, 1912.

Hon. Ren HFarrison, Sec'y of State,
Q¥lahoma ~ity, Okla.

Dear Sir:-

D

I enclose you herewith twenty five copiles of th
Answer of the Guthrie ommittee to Oklanoma "ity*s Argument
upon S8tate Question No. Y40, Initiative Petition No, 25, the

samnz teing filed with vou according to law.

Very respecifully,

N
[ Yow

,-‘
)]
<D

TLY-R¥ N

GUTHRIE MAKES GOOD



ANSWER OF THE GUTHRIY OCOMMITTEE ON BEHALEF OF STATE QUESTION.

NO. 40, INTTIATIVE PETITION NO. 25, WHY THE ONS TITEUTION

8 HOULD BE ANENDED 80 AS 70 LOCATE THE GABITAY, PYRMANTNTIY AT
GUTHRIE, OXLAHOMA.

The Oklahoma Mty Mommittes puts great stress upon the
fact that the Firat Legislature of the Territory of Oklahoma rassed
several bills moving the Mmpital from Guthrie, but neglects to state

that this Legislature spent the entire session wrangling over the
Capital matter — that the passage of these bille was secured by
means so notoriously corrupt that fongress refused to allow any
Territorgal Tegislature to further conaider theﬁuatter. It was to
brevent a repetition of these soenes in the Firstizggislature, to
the detriment of all other public business, that flongress pro-
vided in the ¥nabling Act that the fapital should not he permanent—
ly loecated until 1913, and then by a vote of the people,

The statement that Logan founty gave a majority againast
the Constitution is false, as shown by official records. Guthrie
and Logan funty both gave a majority, and Guthrie peonle ag g
whole always gave every covrtesy and conslderation to the Monstitu-

tlonal fonvention, the Legilslature and the State Administration,
Logan Gounty turned over her nourt House to the State, and Guthrie
her 2ity Mall, and citizens of Guthrie built a temporary fanitol .
and turned it over to the State, rent feee, for the Legislature,
Supreme fourt and other officesn,

It is a fact that Guthrie attorneys held that the election

in 1910 was to lrwediately locate the Capital, but 1t is also a
Tact that Oklahoma Sity vigorously denied this, and all their
orators, including preachers,pledged theiy faith that they had no
intention of moving the tapital until 191%,

Yot 1t was moved; and 1in the night, before the vote had
been fully counted: and irmediately it was there, the Oklahoma ity
grafters went back on thelr benefactor, Governor Haskell, repudiating

his well developed plan to locate the Capital,

The contract they then made with the Leginlature ras




never been complied with in any particular, and Oklahoma City has
never turned over a dollar nor an acre of land to the State,

They now come forward with a substitute for all of their
contracts and agreements, placing ¥$100,000 in cash, and 650 acres
of inferior farm Aand worth less than %100,000, in the nands of
Lee cruce, he to hold the same in his individual cepacity as a
private tRustee, and not as GGL\FnOT the land and eash being
svbject to their order or withdgawaa at any time., This they will

o u"& T

offer to the Stata, proviq&d %hawma‘islature releases them from all

i o

o
thien be- ealled upyp to, put up a millmbn dollars for the capitol

it

building, amdwseve;&l hundred thoubaﬁﬂ dollars additional to pay
ntﬁ@ated wifhmﬁhis fanm land located from two to ten
miles from #ﬂé fou rt Hoﬁse in)OklahonB fity, 1a the Tour blocks of
land, worth with the capitol building and other improvements thereon
Tully half a million dollars, deeded absolutely free to the State
by the £1lty of Guthrie, and located within six blocks of thelr
Court House whieh is also offered , rent free, to the Btate,

With the Capital located at Guthrie, there will be no need
of an appropriation of any kind, either fof bulddings or rent, for
many yvears to come.

Guthrie is am near the center of the State as Oklahoma
ity — 1s as accessible in every way — has more railways, and is a
better city in every way in which to locate the Capital of the State

The only way to settle the Capital matter is to locate
the fapital by an Amendment to the Oonétitution. and the voters
of the SBtate can ao this by voting ¥YESY upon this question in
November., ‘

Kespectfully Submitted,

THE CAPITAL COMMITTEE, Guthrie, Okla,

Secretar




W.L. ALEXANDER GEORGE M. FLICK

GENERAL MANAGER SECRETARY

CITIZENS’ CAPITAL CAMPAIGN COMMITTEE

FRANK J. WYKOFF, CHAIRMAN

327-329 AMERICAN NATIONAL BANK BUILDING
PHONE WALNUT 1866

OKLAHOMA CITY, U. S. A.
EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE

W. L. ALEXANDER,
Chairman

COLIN 8. CAMPBELL,
Treasurer

C. B. STUART,

Chairman Advisory Committee Se bl t. 2 0 , 1 912,

ED. 8. VAUGHT,
Chairman Press Committee
FRANK P. JOHNSON
E. K. GAYLORD
LEON LEVY
JOE HUCKINS, JR.
A, E. MONRONEY
C. F. COLCORD
o wvoore ER Hon. Benjamin F. Harrison,

W, B. MOORE

LI .
ORIN ASHTON Oklahoma City, Okla.
SOL BARTH . .
CLARENCE BENNETT
DR. A. L., BLESH
E. F. BISBEE
T. E. BRANIFF \ .-
SIDNEY L. BROCK Dear Sir:
E.. E. BROWN
8. F. BURWELL ki -
E H COOKE e acknowledge receipt of twenty-three
M. 8. COOTER
ED. J. DELANEY 3 = 1
o e eoonn copies of Guthrie's answer.
DR. A. C. ENOCHS
J. H. EVEREST . Your fri
GEO. M. FLICK
JACK FOSTER
R. H. GARDNER
S. M. GLOYD
WHIT M. GRANT
FRED 8. GUM
JOHN M. HALE
W. T. HALES
V. V. HARDRCASTLE
W. F. HARN
0. W. HOGAN
JACK JONES
J. R. KEATON N
L. D. KIGHT
MIL.AS LASATER
. B. LEVY .
W. R. MARTINEAU
T. J. McCOMB
FRED T. MILLER
W. R. MOLINARD
J. E. O'NEIL
J. M. OWEN
J. M, PHILLIPS
GEO. PIERSOL
WM. RAYMOND
C. H. RUSSEL.L
DR. U. L. RUSSELL. "
F. W. SCHERUBEL
J. 0. SEVERN
J, H. O. SMITH
HENRY G. SNYDER
G. B. STONE
C. B. STUART
WM. TAYLOR
DR. JOHN THREADGILL
. ¢. THURMOND
F. H. TIDNAM
STEPHEN TREADWELL
W. P. TRUDGEON
GUY TURNER
J. F, WARREN
J. K. WELLS
DR. A. K. WEST
E. E. WESTERVELT
HON. BEN F. WILSON
0. P. WORKMAN




ARGUMENT
for Oklahoma City on State Guestion N0.4G;-Initiativa Petition
No. 25,-Uhy the Constitution should be Amended so &s to
Locate the Oapltal Permanently at Guthrie, Oklahoms’y being
the Answey to the Argument filed by Guthrie.

Oklshoma City in presenting her argument to the
people of the state is perfectly content to subhit the faects
as they are, ‘

The Argument of Guthrie dlseloses two faots:

Firety that its oitizens are grossly ignorant of
of the faets es thaey astually are, or they are possessed
with s wilful and malicious determination to grossly mis-
represent the faets. Their entire argument is based upon
the theory that Guthrie is the protector of the rights of
the people of the atate, This theory is slightly misleading
when the attention of the people is called to the faet that
Guthrie for twenﬁy years ignored the interests of the
people in order to subserve and advanoe her own selfish
interests in ths matfer of the location of the oaplial. ihe
oaplial never has been located at Guﬁhrie. slther by a vote
of the legislature, or by a votse of the people,

When Cklahoms was openad fow settlement the Organio
Aot providing therefor, provided that the territorial eapital
should be at Guthrie, and that the first territorial legisla-
ture should loente the capital. In 1890 the territorial
legislature did locate the eapital, at Oklahomn ¢ity, but
the bill thus loesting the capital was vetoed by Governor
Steele, s oarpet bagger, who same to Oklahama with his
commission in his pocket and left the territory with its
expiration. The capital was naxt looated at Kingfisher gnd
this blll was veboed, both of theso vetoes being«hmnught abaut
through the influence of Guthria politieians. |




2

In Guthrie's argummht she states that the eleo-
tion held June 11§ 1910;at whieh the capital was loocated at
Oklohoma City, was in violation of the Enabling Aect which
the Constitutional Convention hal lrrevooably scoepted, This
statement implies, and it is the purposs of Guthrie to leave
the impression that the people of the stnte were without
power to locate the sapital; that Oklahome was not admitted
into the Union on 2n oquality with the other atgtes, but
cane 1n degraded and tied by the 1913 elause which was
inserted in the Enabling Aot under the influence of guthrie;
bot our own supreme court and the supreme court of the
United States wepudiated this sontention of Guthrie end
held that Oklahoma posgosaed In all respecte the mame
conntitutional right and power of the other statesn, and that
since all the otﬁar states were unrestriioted in their power
to looate thely capltals; so has Oklshoma this power. Guthrie
opposed Statehood by all the means in her power nnd at the
election when the Constitution wae a&optad. Guthrie and Togan
sounty cast twice as many votes againet the adoption of the
constitution as they dia Por 1ﬁtvan¢; while the Constitutionsl
Convention was in sesslon, and during the time when the Pirat
Administration had offices at Guthrie, her people and her
shief newspaper antagonised and villified thae public officidla
ongz@dd in forming the constitution and administering the
state government, When the first state offiocers were inaun-
gurated at Guthrie, one of her leading citizens refused to
permit his place of buainesa to bs decorated with flags in
honor of the maaaainn, end at the next eleoﬁien he was
olamtad Mayor of Guthrie, ‘This ind1Vi¢ua1 18 naw fighting
to take the mmitai back to awm»w;&

}
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Guthrie olsims in hor Mmmm prgumont tiad the
people of the ntate wore deseived by tho bulief that the
initiated BL1L voted on in 1910 would not have sffaotod the
lesating of 4he oepitel watll 1918« The tims an Yo whan
the measure »ould take sffuel wan ti:@ mubJeet of amn%mdmy
and dlseusplon durlng the osmpnign nnd honeot men differed
upon the question, bui Guikrie took the corveet viow upen
thin ouestlon and olvewinted throughout the atnte the written

- opinlon of svery lawyer loonted therem exmoept fwo, In whish

iy was saidy ‘

* It has beon M%ﬂﬂtﬂﬁ thet they o intend to
Joante the sapital 8% this time, and that the time
intervening betwesn now and 1913 will bo necassarily used
in ereoting & bullding and gmm it resdy for use at
that time, It 1w nol the langusge of the Bill before
the people, An examination of the BILL will dlooloss

the fmet that the eleetion to be held in for the

parpose of leosting the oapitel at this time,"

This wae the opinlon of dovernor Hagkell and he
aoted in aceardense thorewlth when he opened up his offices ‘
at Oklahoma Gity 4medlately afher the eloetion was held, (n
thin point the vupreme oturt sustained his astion snd the
opinion of the Guihrie lawyers, homwe 1t sanuot be stated
thet Oklahoun City dsoeived the people se to when the sapital
ghould ba losateds When the suproms court deniled the welid-
Lty of that sleotion on o teohnieal defant in the Wallet
title, CGovernor lmakell osonvanedl the legisiature In axtyn-
opitdinary session sud the leglelature ennoted the prosent
law losatlng the eapital at Oklahoma Cliy.

As soun as Oklahoma City, by virtue of the oleotion
held in June 1910, wsthenphed to onyvy out the wishes of the
poople mfpxwmﬂ. in that election, and of their twmplied
agreement ng mnds Ly her olitigens in the corpaign fwmedintoly
prior to eald eleobien;, the oftimenn of Gutbele enjoined in
tho oourts any stepe on the part of Ukluhoms ity to carry ‘
out hey eontvnst, mad the muprews ‘aourt of kinhoin ‘szm that
5648 wleoblon was vold hesause of n dofevtive ballot vities
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The leginlature in December 1910 again losuted tlo
onpital at Oklshome City and entered into s contract through
ita Governor with tha Sitate Capital Bullding Company of
Oklnhomn City, in which eontraoct the emaid State CGapliol
Building Compeny agreed to ssoure bitle to aix hundred and
Pi¥ty acres of land within the vieinity of the capital site; to
sell semey pluce the prosseds from said sale in a speoial fund
known a5 the "State Capital Building Pund”y and entered into
2 bond in the sum of $100,000,.00 guarsnteeing that said lends
would yleld to the gitate a2 million dollare; bub seld sontract
provided that the meney nesd net be paid to the State of
Oklenonmn faster then ﬁhe’sama is nsed in ths eonshryvetion o£
the oapitsl building rnd that in the event the erestion of
the oapital bullding should be enjoined or involved in 1iti-
gation s to the legallity of the mite or the losatlon thereof,
then 1n that event Purther payments of monuy‘unﬁmr the
sontraast need not he mode wntil the maﬁﬁér ig fully sotiled
and dotermined,

The State Capitol Bullding Company hes secured
title to the gapital site, and to the slx hundwad and £18by
aores of lerdy a9 agreed in eaild sentraet, ond for the protec-
tion of the mtate, deeds to maiﬁ‘lanﬁa sre now in the hands
of Gevernor Les Ornoe; =e trﬁa%aag and In order to plaos sald
bond heyond the question of dsubt as to its velidity or 1ts
value, Oklahoms (ity has placed the smount of said bomdy
§1003000 in oashi in the hands of snid Governor Tee Cruoef as

[

traabes,
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Guthrie in her argument makes the stetement that t he
slte on which the oapital is to bo located is in litigation;
snd that no title oan be mads to it. This is not only a
falee migrepresentation, but it is a vicious, malieions and
wilful misstatement. The site on whioh the oapital 1s to be
loonted;, as losatsd by the legislature, has never been in
litigation and no person has ever railsed any cuestion as to
the valldity of ite titles The only trset of land that has
sver been in litigation to the extent that the ditle was
involved iz known as the Parker-Hows trast, consiating of
56 mores, whiol wes recently deteymined by & dscision of the
U.8.01reult Court of Appesls, and the 3tate Qapital Bullding
Company has a good and valid titls to 8ald property.
The only reason why the capital building has not
besn eonstructed in acoordance with the provisions of said
sontract, 18 that Guthrie from Jsnuary to Hevember 13th, 1911
bad the gquestion of the looation of the oepital in 1itigationy
and Oklahoma O1lty has never been permiﬁtad to proceed with
her contraet. '
Jo#l the 1mnds donated for capitel purposes by the
S8tate Capital Bullding Company, lands appraised at more than
a million dellars , lie south of 234 sireet, or practioally
within the oity limits. Guthrie states in her argument
that the lands submitted by the Btate Uaspital Building Company
nre soattered all over the north east part of Oklahoms County.
This misstntement is made knowlngly and for the express purposs
of daaaiving the people, The lands dohated were all examined
by the various members of the 1ag;slg@ure whioh aacepted
the propesition, and they have been nﬁyraia&ﬂ by the repre-
sentatives of the people éf‘thufwhﬁlg«aﬁaﬁag'aﬁﬁ Govarnor Oruce
himself has stated that 1f the i&naayﬁra 8@1&;uf@ar the
sreotion of the gapital hasg awtwmll'w n begun, they will
produse more than a millien dellars. |
| Guthris alse contends thab her depltal square§
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containing fourteen aevsm, and losated in the extreme sastern
portion of Guthrie, is worth half s million dellsrs, This
sgnare 1g furthar'from the canter of @ﬁﬁhri& than the site
seledted by the leglalature is from Cklahoms City. Guthrie's
appraisement of her land is $B5,000 an sors, and of the
lend donated by Oklahoma City $100 per aere. Oan any reasonsble
men bolieve this?  The smhatement earries ite own refubebion.

Guthrie further oleims that the seotion of sshool
land loeated half n mile beyond her ospital square im warth
half a million dollers, or approximately 4800 an nowe, and that
the land donmted by Oklahome City is worth $100 sn sore. ©Till
thizg comparison of values stand the testt

We refer to Govermor Oruce's published stmtements
and the appralsement made under the direetion of the legisla-
ture for a eampluﬁa refutation of Guthrie's attempt to
depreciate the values of the lamd doneted by Oklohoms Clty. Bub
why should Guthrie refer in heyr argument to the sesetlion of

land belenging to the swhool ohildren of the mtate? Doss
she intend to appropriate thid land for capital purposes and
rob the chila?nn ol 1£¢ Let her anewer this gquestion as
ahe may.

Another argument sdvanced by Guthrie is thet the
atato of Oklmhoma owss her the sapifal becanse shs has nevey
asked for any other institution, and rests her oleim on the
bellef that the paople of the state are morally bound to
locate the omplial at Guthrie,besause of the 1913 Glause
in the Pnebling 4ot. She hes always claimed the ecapital as
& faver conferred on her by Congreys a;m Gorded other oities
of the state the right o ,“‘a‘i‘@ﬁwhw yrevogubive,
@R&dhﬂwa.cxﬁyﬂa&kwg gﬁ qimim of mpesial privilege
o hor alaine Holely
1bated as the
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capital by reason of the faet that it is to the bept interssts
of the people of the state to have their seat of government
here, fhe does not elaim that any one is under obligation
to vote for her in the approaching elestion, exgept upon the
belief that 1t would bs to the best interests of a vapt
majority of the people of the state for the aapital to be
looated here. In this elestion the public good mhould bs the
Bole guide of the Woted, COklahomn City has never degwived
the people of the state in the past and will net do seo in
this campaign,  She asserts that she has redeemed the pledges
made by her in the former oampaign and has doneted land and
money sufficient to build a millien dollar capltaly without
& oonts 005t to bhe tax payers of the atate, and she appeals
to the auﬁgmané ad conselenss of the peopls of the state o
be permitted Ho finally consummate this donation by the delivery
of a million dollar Yuilding, free to the people of the state,

To vote the oapital at Guthris is to deny this privi-
.laga to COklahoma 0Lty and impose upon the tax payera the ke
burden of building their eapitel. Oklshoma Olty 18 an
integral portion of this imperial sommonwealth, snd her inter-
eats are irrevooably entwined with th@ intereats of avery
other oity, town; hemlet ang village in the state, Whmir
prosperity is a perpetusl guaranty of her growth ana development.,

Her enterprises, and rartioularly har 8T o2t stook markety ip

a direet  appeal to avery furmer in the state to improve his
own condltion, and thereby sontribute to hers,

The leoation of $he sapital is not n loeal mattor
but ono of stete wide importance. Xo man 18 80 humble oy
obasure but thet he has an Interest in the proposition mnd

the right to express his ohoise,

RBaspeat
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