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State Question---ileferendum Mo, 4, proposed by the
Legislature, is & proposed public policy whereby it ie proposed
that the state shall select a capital site, Wy a maj ority vote
of the citizens of the siate, at Bome point centrally locnted,
the state to control the city, ownn the lands and profit by the
galoe of the lots therefrom,. n epupport of this policy we
submit the following?

™rst, That no city ig entitled 1o any mpecl al
privileges over any other alty of the siate at the hands of
the atate,

2. That the astate is not morally, nor in equity,
pledged to assipt any city by esteblishing within 1to widet a
capital site,

4. We have precedent for this policy in that the
Congtitutional Convention, which framed the Conatitution of the
United Atates. The Convention directed the selection of the
District of Columbla. the only difference in our plan and
that in seleoting the capital of the United otates is that it
ig proposed that the state chall be the beneficiary and scoure
the profits from the male of the lotsy while in the establishment
of the capital of the United States individuals and speculators
were the beneficlaries of the profite; some of them becoming
irmensely rich at the oxpense of the mited stotesn, o one
can deny that Washington City is one of the prettiest capitals
in the world, and the most convenlently arronged, because it
was desipned with these in view.

The state can melect a slte near the center of the
gtate with refercncc o the tppogrophy of tho country~=drainage,
health, plcturcsque grandeur, and gupply of pure weter. By
doing oo and profiting hy the sale of lmtm‘it could be builﬁ
and besutlfied without expense to the state, snd the term

"ew Jerusalem," cormonly epplied to it, would Do realized in

deed snd in trath,
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The details of ithis plan mast be worked out by the
citizens of the state, tut we make theme suggestions, which
could be adopted or modified, or now ones sclocted as the peaple
of the state would wigh in the sclection and bullding of such
a capital., Tor instance, tho state could own tho elsciric
lights, telephones, strest cars, and all other public service
institutions within the city; that no stemm railway should be
perritted to enter the city and mar its beauty, That & helt
ateam rallway line could be constructed entirely around the
clty with halfl a dozen or gbrn depots conveniently loocated
with permimsion given to any railway to tap this helt line and
take on paasengoere nt these depols, A asysten of electric
street railways could be constructed radiating from the capitol
building in the center to ecach of these dppots, meandering mo
that esch block would be accessible to nireet car gervioce, This
would insure a handsome pricc ia the sale of the lots, A
portion of these lots, may every altornate one, could be sold .
immediately, the others reteined Tor ten or more years ov s0ld
when they would bring an enhanced value, "Thiﬂ.mmthod would,
beyond qucstion, rive to the siate a profit of from forty to
glxty millions of dollara; The city of Lawton (the county seat
of Comanche gounty), without speclal affort of profit, netted
hundreds of thousands of dollars from the sule of thelr lots,

A steel company built a city in onc of the northern mtates out
on the prairie and constructed works apgrecating a cost of
five miillions of dellars, The president of that company
states thoy have now sold enough lots to pay for the entire
plant,

Prom this magnificent sum gained without a cent of
toxation buikldings, boulevards, streets, pavements, publie
service institutiona, and statuaxy work could be consiructed
and the capital of OXlahoma become not only the pride of her

citizens, but a wonder to vieitors, Persons coming to Oklahoma

wonld ro to the capital to leok upon 1it, A novel plan we grant




you, but meny of our laws, both organic and sbtatutory, are novel
not _
and vet have met only the approval of our citizens, but states~

men eyoeryvhere,

To our rmind one of the sirongest arpumenis in favor
of this plen is the’uenafieial effoct 1t will have on the
future policy of the astate, fiould we follow the plan of
gstablishing in different portions of the state the wvarioua
ublic inatitutlons, some twenty-five in all, the members of
the Tegislature from these twenty-five countics, seme countlies
having more than one member, would attend cach session with a
view solely of securing appropriations for thege several ine
stitutions and would he ready, if necessary, to trade off their
policiesn, their politics, or the interest of the public for such
apprépri&ﬁionﬂ; 7y establishing the nalin institutions at the
cepital we should minimize the baneful effect of thls policy;
end, unless we establish z site of ihis character it wuld
cost the state a vast anount of noney to buy lands in any city
to establish these institubtions and hence, aside from the preat
expense of building the State Jouse the expense of the public
ingtitutioneg would be hurdensome upon the tax mmy&r; mouhle
less the normal schools and the Motriet A, & M. Colleges ﬁhuuld
ho established in differont parts of the state to afford in
these soversl districis some class of high schools; for the
roason they sre prinecipally supported from public landas or
federal funde; wWhile other institutions mst secure thelr supe
port and maintenance direct from the state funds,

The only argument so far advanced sgalnst this plan
is that it night be open for graft, butl that argument is
applicable to each and overy public enterpriae; even to the
husiness of the private citizen. Ap hasg been sald the farmer

who would wixiertake to store his groin wmight be told "It is
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folly to store your proin beoomge the rats and mice will eat
it upy rain may penetrate the walls of your granaery and mold
1t," but the wise farmer will husband his grain rather than
give it away to this foreheder of evil, and after supplying
the mieco end rats will then have more than if he sold it for
& song only Yo buy it buok sack at a tine, In any great
enterprise owned either by the government or the citizen there
magt be some consideration that the "mice and rate," both in
natural history and in political lirfe, may stesl and pilfer,
Al we need is an application of rough on rats, and publicity
rat traps on natural and political rats to answer this sophiastry
pregonted ageinst this plan as an argpument.

We adriit there are two pides Lo this question, as
there are to all question--~the onc side the interest of the
public, the whole citisenship of the state; the other the
interest of th: a:spcmula-t,or, tommeite boomer, and promoter of
clty additions of the "iucky town."

Tellow citizens, do you want this plan, or do you
want to say by your wvetes that a few gpeculators eround one
particular city shell reap these immense profits at the ox-
pense of the tax payers of the vholo state? You arc given
an opportunity oen the 3rd day of lMovember to determine thie
que aﬁimn hy your votles,

Respectfully subwmitted,
(Signed)} JOINT COMUITTEE OF YHE VIRST LIGISLATULE.

Chairmon of the cormittee, and on the
~paxrt of the Senste.

/7 /ﬁ('ﬂa/%

On the part of the Hdluse of Representa~
tivoes,




UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, g
STATE OF OKLAHOMA, |
OFFICIAL "CANVASS OF THE VOTE GIVEN ON STATE QUESTION No, 4.

W mnm mmE s M A e mma e W meE mEA LR A A S e W el s mme desl EAE e e e e e ek

Now, on this, the 3rd day of December, 1908, and at the
office of the Secretary of the State of Oklahoma, in the city of
Guthrie, and State of Oklahoma, I, Bill Cross, Secretary o State,
do in the presence of His Excellency, C. N, Haskell, Governor of the
State of Oklahoma, canvass the vote cast upon State Question No, %,
the official title of said State Question No, 4, being as followss

BALLOT TITLE,

State Question number four presents a guestion of publlc
poliecy wherein it is proposed that the gtate shall select and secure
a suitable location for a capital city; the site to be owned and
controlled by and the lote therein sold for.the benefit of the: State.

Shall the State sklect and secure a site for the capital”
city; said city to be owned and controlled by, and the lots therein
sold for the benefit of the State.-~Shall 1t be adopted?

YES [ , »

NO [

o o 1 o
The said question was submitted according to law to \the -

K m",“.’
people of the gtate of Oklahoma at the election held on NoYvember 3,

1908, in the State of pklahoma and the returns of the votes cast
therein and thereon as returned and certified to me by the County

Clerks of the various counties of the Stateof Qklahoma show as fol-

lows:
Total number of electors voting at such election, 193,233,
Total number of electors voting Yes, 117,441,
Total number of electors voting No, 76,792,
Majority in favor of said proposition, 41,649,

IN TESTIMONY WHEREOF, I, Bill Cross, Secretary of State

have affixed my hand and the Seal of this office on the day amd

date first above written, AR (??i)
DAL (S0 o0

(f*>2 Secretary of Staté

By L _O //u SO A
‘\As&lstant Sedre;g%y of State,

I, ¢. N, Paskell, Governor of the State of Oklahoma, do
hereby certify that the above and foregoing returns were, by the
Secretary of State canvassed in my presence and on the date ig? in

the manner aforesaid,

Governor.

December 3, 1908,
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e STATE OF OEKLAHOMA
U e EXECUTIVE DEPART: FNT

———

Proclamation

(R

riitt lified
T : re was subnitted to the qua
* HJovernber,. A.D. 1908, there was brid . e
Zf‘:xn’r o e o:f',t]:m gtate.of Oklahoma, gstae Q,uesthn Numbe
as follows: it

STATE QUESTION NO. 4

AT ‘SAMPLE BALLOT. .
Official %efdt_ﬂndum Ballot to be used on Tuewday the 3rd day of. November, :
» issued by-order of the Legt e ik, i ;
y State” Question number four presents a queation of publie poliey wherein it 19 -
: Dproposed that the State shall select and securs @ suitable loeation for g capital
O g}ta nl:g tvg:e to be ovwmned and SBontrolled:by and the lots therein sold for the bevesit
o L] a, ‘ v : -

Bhall the Stato select and secure’ 8 #ito for the eapital of ; seld ofty to be
ed:nd %oengioﬂetgd l;y, and the lots thérein “‘sold for thg bmeﬂ?ot the Htate.
181l {t. opted?- R -

wy |
g o -

NOTE,—The voter is directed to exprems his will by placing a cross (X) in the
Bquare to the right of the word expressing hiy cholee, The cross above Indleates a
_ coie | Yote for__tl_xg_qp_rop_oaed meagure,

WIERHAS, at the geﬁaral election held on the th ird day

1 i ¥ T Sur has
. VZERTAS, the vote on said Siate Qgestlon H%mgpraﬁduby rzm
beun cbunted and returned to the Seecretary of State ol

: L - d.
canvassed 1n the narner provided by law; and,

THERE. i - m @ad anve that the total mmber
i A it appears from said canvess 1

of elgc“coa.‘:s-\’roting* nves: on said question were One Ig.ulx)lslregdand
s;venteen thousand féur hundred and fqrty"qna (ll?aié y &

that the total number of electors voting "No _onds no ninety-
question were Seventy=~five thousanq seven hundred a

two (75,792).

NOW, THERETORE, I, C. M. Haskell, b;scr1 virtixgi;ft;gi 22?&011 ty
X herebr roc
stad in me by law, do hereln declgre a@ jo) Lalm
ZgatquuestionJHumbér Tour not Raving been supmluue%_agdof the
ioféd upen as a constitutional azendment but indicativ
will of the people expressed thereby.

I WHIERE have t my hand and caused
- TESTTHONY WHIREOF, I have hereunto se _ : :
the Gigat geal of the Sta%e of Oklahoma to be hereunt ai"flxd,

.

OVernor.

gecretary of S'ate,

ATTEST
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State Question No. 4 o Legislative Referendum No. 4

Submitted by Senate Joint Resolution No. 8, page 775, Session Laws 1907-08.
The gist of the proposition is as follows:

The State secure a site for the Capitol, embracing ample grounds and lots in said site to be sold
for the benefit of the State.
Shall the Act be adopted?

Vote: Yes 117,441
No 75,792

Necessary to carry 124,398

Amendment Rejected
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