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ARGUMENT SUBMITTED FOR THE MEASURE BY MILTON BRYAN, ON
BEHALF OF THE LEGISLATURE:

State Question-——Referendum Number Three (3),
Proposed by the legislature, is a proposed amendment to
the constitution by making an additional provision there-
to for the permanent location of the state capital by the
peopie of the'sfate, and 1s made necessary by the un-
warranted act of coﬁgress in placing in the Enabling Act
a provision that the capital of the state should be tem~
porarily at Guthrie until after the year 1913, and should
not be permanently located until after said déte, which
provisidn the framers of the state constitution &ere
obliged to accept under fear of the refusal of the Presi-
dent to approve the constitution and admilt the state into
the Union upon the pretended grounds that it did not com=-
ply with the provisions of the Enabling Act; This is a
restriction never before imposed upbn a state as a con=
dition to its admission into the Union, and while the
People of Oklahoma Were powerless to resist this arbitrary
exercise of pdwer upon the part of'the federal congress,
they felt its injustice, and the first state 1egislaturé
has initiated this amendment in order that this unjust
restriction shall be removed and the people of Oklahoma
enabled to manage and control their own internal affalrs,
and be, in fact, “upon an equal footing with the other
states of the Union." Not only is it a manifest in-
Justice upon the people of this state to be deprived of
the right enjoyed by the people of every other state in



the American Union, that of locating their own state
capital, but a heaﬁy and unnecessary expense ls entailed
upon the tax payers of Oklahoma in béing compelled to
pay exorbitant rates of rent for the housling of their
state officers for such a period of vears, and a great
inconvenience imposed in having those officers scattered
throughout the city of the temporary capltal. ¥hy should
not the citizens of Oklahoma enjoy the same rights and
privileges in thia respect as the citizens of the other
forty-five states of the American Union? The frameTs
of the constitution were wige and patriotic enough to
submit to this arbitrary interference with our rights,
which they were powériess to remove or avoid, and which
would then have endangéred our chances of admission as a
stafe, but we are now in a position to make this con-
stitutional provision with perfect safety.

| 'Ceftainly every citizen of Oklahoma desires
that this upjuét restriction upon the exercise of our
righté of sovereignty shall be removed, and will gladly

vote for the constitutional provision prdposed.

Resgpectfully submitted,

2 of the Legislafurq
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UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, |
' i

ss.,
STATE OF OKLAHOMA, i

OFFPICIAL CANVASS OF THE VOTE GIVEN ON STATE QUESTION NO, 3,

Now, on this, tkhe 3rd day of December, 1908, and at the
office of the Secretary of the State of Oklahoma, in the city of
Guthrie, and State of Oklahoma, I, Bill Cross, Secretary of State,
do, in”%he presence of Hia Excellency, C., N, Haskell, Governoxr of

the Stdte of Oklahoma, canvass the vote cast upon Btate Question No.

5 the 0fflCldl tltle of said State Question Yo, 3 being as follows:

_ o BALLOT TITLE,

_ State Questlon number Three (3) is a proposed amendment to the
eénstltutlon drafted by Milton Bryan, providing that the permanent
 capital ‘may ba located at any time by a majority vote of the electors
of the State voting on the question, and is intended to supersede
the forge and effect of a provision in the Enabling Act prohibiting
the location”of the-capital until after the year 1913,

f“_ Propoged amendment to the State Constltutlon to become
Section’2 of Afticle XXI, providing for the location of the capital
of the Btate,

Shall it be adopted”

YES, (7

¥O

The said gquestion was submitted according to law to the
people of the State of Oklahoma at the election held on November 3,
1908 in the State of Oklahoma and the returns of the votes cast
therein and thereon as returned and certified to me by the County
Clerks of the various counties of the State of Oklahoma show as fol=
lows:

Total number of electors voting at such election, 192,285,

Total number of electors voting yes, 120,352,
Total number of electors voting No, 71,933,
Majority in favor of said propositlon, , 48,419,

IN TESTIMONY HEREO¥, I, Bill Cross, Secretary of State
have affixed my hand and the Seal of this office on the day and date

firat above written,

_,..__.._,“‘.,-.m __&_@4& ;(42_“_2‘42..-_..:

E;;;Q Secretary of State,
By L0 60 S ip

Mssistant Secretary of State,

I, C. N, Haskell, Governor of the State of Oklahoma, ¢o
hereby certify that the above and foregoing returns were, by tke
Secretary of State Canvassed in my presence and on the date-and in
the manner aforesgaid, 7 g 7

g

“(Governor,
December 3, 1908,
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o0 3770

Ay STATE OF OKLAHONMA

EXBCUTIVE DFPARTMENT

————. &

Proclamatio n

. Al 1y

: WAEREAS, at the general election held on the third day
‘of November, A.D, 1908, there was submitted to the qualified
~electors of the State of Oklahoma, State Question Fumber Three
as followss : -

. T ————

" "STATE QUESTION NO. 3

Offlotal Referendum Ballot 5 be e o omday, the third d November, ' ;4
erendum 0 uged on Tuesday; thir ay of Novewmbers,
1908, Iwsued by.order of the Legislatuce. ’ : o y
_Btate Question Number Thres (Grom o LB dment to the Constit
@ Question Number ree (3), I= a proposed amendment to 8 Constitu-
tion, drafted by Milton Bryan, providing thgt ¥he permanent capital may be lo-
enidd at any time by a majority vote of the electors of the State voting on the
uestion, and is intended to. supersede,the force and effect of a provision in the
bling Aet prohibiting-the location o} the capital untl] after the year 19183,
Proposed amendment to the State Constitution to become Section 2 of Article
XX1, providing for the location of the capital of the State,
-7 Bnall it be adopted? : ' :

B e
: -

omE

i

WIEREAS, the vote on’' said State Question Number Three hes
been counted.a nd returned to the Secretery of SVate and by him
cenvessed 1n the manner provided by law; and, ~

WHERWAS, 1t appears from said canvass that the total number
of electors voting "res" on said guestion were One hundred and
twenty thousand, threc hundred and fifty=-two (120,352) and
that the total number of electors voling "No" on said question
were Seventy one thousand nine hundred and thirty-three
(71,933), and thet the total number of electors voting in
sald election for all candidates and upon all questions
were Two Hundred and fifty thousand and twenty=two (250,022).

IOV, THHEREFORE, I, C. N. Haskell, Governor of the State of
Oklahoma, by virtue of the authority. vested in me by taw,
do hereby declare and proelaim that the said State Question
Number ThTee having failed t0 Treeceive g majority of alilthe
votes cast in said elc ction was lost,

IN TESTIMONY WHHREOF, I have hereunto set my hand and
caused the official seal Of the @reat State of Oklaho ma to
be hercunto affixed, this the thirty-first day of December,
A.D. 1908. ’ -

-

N AV

GoveT oo

‘Secretary oF State,







%7@7@ /05372 Ao 120575 Mayorits G 162,
7 /_/’74:53%4/ y S3555 ” T jO,CJZé
o :3[ o SRo 35T, r933 , HEA T
), (Y | 7 //7, /7"/—4// .z 70‘»7 2 "o 7 A//é;é

5 IS, O,X}féo -« Jo /9407?

(£

B et o .



State Question No. 3 Legislative Referendum No. 3

Submitted by House Joint Resolution No. 11, page 779, Session Laws 1907-08.
The gist of the proposition is as follows:

~ The people of the State may at any time select a Capitol location by a majority of the votes cast
on the question at any election wherein the question has been submitted.
Shall the Amendment be adopted?

Vote: Yes 120,352
No 71,933

Necessary to carry 124,398

Amendment Rejected

'
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