State Question No. 225 Initiative Petition No. 154

“WARNING”

“It is a felony for anyone to sign an initiative or referendum petition with any name other
than his own, or knowingly to sign his name more than once for the measure, or to sign such
petition when he is not a legal voter.”

Twenty names only allowed on a petition of this nature.
8 WS 3
INITIATIVE PETITION

To the Honorable E. W. Marland,
Governor of Oklahoma:

We, the undersigned citizens and legal voters of the State of Oklahoma, respectfully order that the fol-
lowing proposed constitutional amendment shall be submitted to the legal voters of the State of Oklahoma for their
approval or rejection, at the next regular general election held throughout the State, or at a special election ordered
by the Governor or Legislature for that express purpose, and each for himself says:

I have personally signed this petition; I am a legal voter of the State of Oklahoma; my residence and
postolgfice are correctly written after my name. The time for filing this petition expires ninety days from
March 7, 1936.

The question we herewith submit to our fellow voters is: Shall the following proposed constitutional amend-
ment be adopted:

SOCIAL SECURITY AMENDMENT

AUTHORIZING LEGISLATION PROVIDING FOR RELIEF AND CARE OF NEEDY AGED
PERSONS AND OTHER NEEDY PERSONS WHO, ON ACCOUNT OF IMMATURE AGE,
PHYSICAL INFIRMITY, DISABILITY, OR OTHER CAUSE, ARE UNABLE TO PROVIDE FOR
THEMSELVES; AUTHORIZING THE LEVY OF NECESSARY TAXES THEREFOR; CREAT-
ING A DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC WELFARE TO ADMINISTER SUCII RELITF AMD CARE;
CREATING THE OKLAHOMA PUBLIC WELFARE COMMISSION AND A DIRECTOR OF
PUBLIC WELFARE; PROVIDING FOR THE APPOINTMENT AND TENURE OF OFFICE OF
SAID OFFICIALS; PRESCRIBING THE POWERS AND DUTIES OF SUCH DEPARTMENT AND
SUCH OFFICIALS AND AUTHORIZING CONTEMPORANEOUS LEGISLATION VITALIZING
THIS AMENDMENT.

Be It Enacted by the People of the State of Oklahoma:

That the Constitution of the State of Oklahoma is hereby amended by adding thereto an Article to be known
as Article XXV, containing five sections, as follows:

SECTION 1. In order to promote the general welfare of the people of the State of Oklahoma and for their
protection, security, and benefit, the Legislature and the people by initiative petition are hereby authorized to
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provide by appropriate legislation for the relief and care of needy aged persons who are unable to provide for
themselves, and other needy persons who, on account of immature age, phys cal infirmity, disability, or other cause,
are unable to provide or care for themselves. No law enacted under the authority herein contained shall grant
assistance (including the amount contributed by the Federal government) to a needy aged person which ,when
added to his income from other sources, exceeds Thirty ($30.00) Dollars per month.

The levy of taxes necessary to carry into effect legislation enacted pursuant hereto, is hereby authorized.

SECTION 2. For the purpose of effectively administering and carrying into_execution all laws enacted pur-
suant to the authority granted in Section One hereof, there is hereby created a Department of Public Weltare.
Said Department of Public Welfare is hereby charged with the duty and responsibility of faithfully administering
and carrying into execution all laws enacted pursuant to the authority granted in Section One hereof and shall
perform such other duties as may, from time to time, be prescribed by law.

SECTION 3. The Department of Public Welfare shall be under the control of a commission to be knowsn
as the Oklahoma Public Welfare Commission, composed of nine members appointed by the Governor and selected
on the basis of recognized interest in and knowledge of the problems of public welfare. Each member of the
Commission shall be at least thirty years of age, shall be a citizen of the United States, and shall have been a
qualified elector of Oklahoma at least five years next preceding his or her appointment. Members of the Com-
mission or any person employed by and working under direction of said Commission may be of either sex.
Immediately upon the taking effect of this Article, the Governor shall appoint the members of said Commission
for terms of office as follows: One member for a term of one year, one member for a term of two years, one
member for a term of three years, one member for a term of four years, one member for a term of five years,
otie member for a term of six years, one member for a term of seven years, one member for a term of eight
years and one member for a term of nine years. Except as above designated, the term of office of the members
of said Commission shall be nine years or until their successors are appointed and qualifed. The Governor shall
designate one member of the Commission as chairman., Members of the Commission shall receive no compensa’
tion for their services but shall be allowed necessary traveling and other expenses actually incurred while in the
performance of their official duties. The Governor shall have the power to fill vacancies on the Commission
for the remainder of the unexpired term.

No member of said Commission shall be subject to removal by the Governor, but any such member shall be
removable only in the manner and for the causes now provided in Article 2, Chapter 20, Oklahoma Statutes 1931,
fct:)r the removal of officers mot subject to impeachment. The venue of actions for removal shall be in QOklahoma

ounty.

SECTION 4. It shall be the duty of the Commission to select a Director of Public Welfare, who shall not
be a member of the Commission, and who shall serve as the executive and administrative officer of the Depart-
ment of Public Welfare. The Director shall be appointed wholly on the basis of ability, training and experience
qualifying him or her for public welfare administration. The Director shall serve at the pleasure of the Com-
mission. The salary of the Director shall be fixed by the Commission.

The Commission shall formulate the policies, and adopt rules and regulations for the effective administration
of the duties of the Department. All executive and administrative duties and responsibilities of the Department
shall be discharged by the Director, subject to the approval of the Commission. Subject to the control of the
Commission, the Director shall have the power and it shall be his duty to employ personnel of the Department,
prescribe minimum standards of qualifications for such personnel and conduct examinations before employment,
formulate salary schedules for classified service based upon training, experience and general ability of persons
selected for positions in the Department or any institutions or activities under the supervision of the Department.

SECTION 5. Any legislation under the authority herein granted, adopted contemporaneously with the
adoption of this amendment, shall have the same force and effect as if same had been initiated and adopted sub-
sequent to the adoption of this amendment.

(THE END)




MAC Q.WILLIAMSON
ATTORNEY GENERAL

STATE OF OKLAHOMA
OFFICE OF THE ATTORNEY GENERAL

OKLAHOMA CITY

May 1, 1936

Honorable Frank Carter
Secretary of State
Building

Dear Sir:

You are hereby notified that pursuant to the discretion and
duty lodged in and imposed upon the Attorney General by Section
5875, Oklahoma Statutes 1931, he has examined the proposed Ballot
Title of State Question No. 225, Initiative Petition No. 154, which,
together with a copy of sald petition, was delivered to him at 10:25
o'clock, a.m., Friday, May 1lst, 1936, by the Honorable B. S. Graham,
Charles M. Pearce, M.D., Harve L. Melton and Frank P. Douglass,
proponents of said petition, and from sald examination the Attorney
General finds that said Ballot Title is #ot in legal form and in harmon}
with the law.

Therefore, pursuant to the provisions of said Section 5875, the
Attorney General has prepared and is submitting herewith, same to be
filed in your office, a ballot title for said petition which in his
opinion does conform to the law. Said ballot title is as follows:

"BATLLOT TITLE
State Question No. 225 Initiative Petition No.l54
THE GIST OF THE PROPOSITION IS:

A constitutional amendment authorizing legislation
providing for relief and care of needy aged persons who
are unable to provide for themselves and for other needy
persons who, on account of immature age, physical infirm-
ity, disability, or other cause, are unable to provide for
themselves; prohibiting such legislation granting assls-
tance (including any Federal contribution) to a needy aged
person in an amount which when added to his other income
exceeds thirty dollars a month; authorizing levy of neces-
sary taxes therefor; creating a department, commission and
director of public welfare; prescribing their powers and
duties; and authorizing contemporaneous legislation vital-
izing amendment.




Honorable Frank Carter,
Page 2. 5=1-36,

Shall it be adopted? YES :

Yours very truly,

FOR THE ATTORNEY GENERAL

o ine

Assistant Attorney General

FH:MH
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