Petition - copy of circulated petition requesting S
relocation of state capital. ‘ ,

A BILL ENTITLED
An Act

PROVIDING ¥FOR THE PERMANENT LOCATION OF THE CAPITAL OF 'I)HE
STATE OF OKLAHOMA, CREATING A BOARD OF CAPITOL COMMISSION-
ERS AND DEFINING IT§ POWERS AND DUTIES, AND MAKING AN APPRO- '

PRIATION. . .
Be it enacted by the people of thé State .of Oklahoma:

Section 1. That the permanent location of the Capital of the State’ of Okla-
homa shall be selected, located and ‘determined as herein provided. 5

Under the legislative power reserved to the people of the State in the Constitu-
tion, to propose laws and to epact or reject the same at the polls, independent of the
Legislature, an election shall be held for the purpose of determining the®permanent’
location of the Capital of this State on the first Tyuesday succeeding the first Monday
of November, 1910, being the 8th day of said month, or at the next election' held
throughout the State or at any special election which the Governor of the State may
¢all for such purpose, at which the gquestion of the permanent location of the Capital -
of thig State may be submitted to and determined by the qualified electors of the State. » -

SECTION 2. The city, town or place which shall recelve a majority. or a plur-
ality of the votes cast at any such election as herein provided, or at the final election
hereinafter provided for, shall be and remain the permanent Capital of the State of
Oklahoma. R

N

The selection of any city, town or place as the permanent Capital of the State
as herein provided shall be construed to mean that the necessary land for Capital pur-
poses and for all the buildings and institutions which the State may establish thereon,
and to create the special fund herein provided for, may be proecuréd for and. on behalf of
the State in the manner hereinafter set forth, and that such land may ‘be definitely
located within or at a distance of not exceeding five miles from such Capital city, town
or place, as may be determined by the State Capitol Commission, created by this Act. -

SECTION 8. Oklahoma City, Shawnee and Guthrie are hereby declared to be
candidates for the permanent location of the Capital of this State, and shall be voted
for at the election or elections herein provided for, and thelr names shall be placed -
upon the ballots voted and used at such election or elections,

Any-other city, town or place may become and shall be deemed a candidate ‘to
be selected as the permanent Capital and voted for at such elaction - or elections, if
within thirty days after this bill and the petitions accompanying same shall be offered.’
to the Secretary of State, to be filed therein, five thousand qualified electors of the
State shall file with the Secretary of State, a petition or petitions requesting that the
name ot such city, or town, or the description of such place, be placed upon lthe ballots
to be voted for therein. Said petition or petitions shall be verified by affidavit’ and
shall be substantially in the following form: . :

Petition asking that the city, town or place of oo cieoaomooooomaommoans

be placed on the ballots to be voted for throughout the ‘State at the election or elec-' .
fions at which the permanent Capital of the State shall De selected. ' R




State of Oklahoma, l
: 83

County of ...__ S NN 5 _
To the Secretary of the State of Oklahoma: ,

I most réspectfully représent that Tam ____._._.._ years of age, and am now.’
and have heen for oo oooioo.o- years-a resident of the county and State above . ‘
mentioned; and that I am a qualified elector in said County. And I most respectfully co IRy
request that the name of -_".‘,_"----___---_; ................. (city, tow'n or place) .

be placed upon the ballots to be voted at the general or special election to be held in !
the State of Oklahoma, to determine the location of the permanent Capital of‘ this State. '

My commission eXDires _ . oo oo oo meemecmmeeeee- , 19' ______ .

The ballots and ballot title to be used and voted at such elections shall be pre- -
pared, certified and printed as provided by the Act of the Legislature approved April
16, 1908, entitled: An Aect to Provide for Carrying into éffect the Initiative and Refer- . °
endum Powers, reserved by the People in Article V and XVIII of the Constitution of
the State of Oklahoma, to regulate elections thereunder, ete., but shall read In sub-
stance as follows:  Shall the Capital of the State of Oklahoma be permanently located

as provided in State Question, Imitiative Petition, No .......... --- (Tnsert here nnmbér . .
petition submitting this bill will bear), P ‘ o .
Yes. _ ) v
\ N ‘ -'& . . \/
No.. )
Shall the Capital of the State of Oklahoma be permanently located at: [ o )
Oklahoma City, . Yes.
Shawnee, ) ‘ Yes,
Guthrie, . Yes. ) ' e ‘ L
* : N :
_--__; ___________________________ Yes, ,
‘ . '
_____________________ e Yes. ' ‘

And safd ballots shall contaln the number of squares and the names o')'. cities, .
towns or places corresponding with the number of candidates tor the location as pre-’ ’
pared and certified by the Secretary ot State. ’ L ) Cor




SECTION 4. If this act shall be adopted and become. a la.w but no city, town
or place shall receive a ma]ority of all the votes cast at the election at which this act
shall be voted upon, then all such cities, towns or places which were candidates for
the location of the Capital, except the two receiving the highest number of votes, shall
not be eligible to become candidates at the final election herein provided for,

If within twenty days after the result of said first election shall have been ascer-
talned as provided by law, the city, town or place which received next to the highest
number of votes at said election shall cause to be filed with the Governor a petition or
petitions signed by five thousand qualified electors, verified by oath, and in substan- -
tially the same form as the first petitions herein provided for, requesting that a final
election be called to locate the permanent Capital of the State, it shall be the duty

. of the Governor and he iz hereby directed to Issue his proclamation - calling a final

election not later than ninéty days from and after the date on which the first election.
was held, to locate the Capital, which said final election shall be conducted under the i
general election laws of the State, and each and all election officers in the State shall per-
form the same duties at sald ﬁnal election as they are required to perform at the general
elections, and the returns thereof shall be made in the same manner as required by,
the general election laws of the State: provided, that no stuch final election shall be:
called unless the city, town or place receiving next to the highest number of votes
cast at sald first ‘election shall execute or cause to be executed a good and sufficient
bond, payable to the State of Oklahoma, in the sum of one hundred thousand dollars, to
be prepared by the Attorney Gleneral and approved by the Governor, condltioned for the -
payment of the expenses of sald final election within sixty days after the same ghall |
be held, in case such city, town or place shall not be selected as the permanerit Capital
of the State. Provided, further: that if said petition shall not be filed and sald bond
shall not be executed by or on hehalf of such city, town or place, within the time herein
provided, then it shall thereupon bhecome the duty of the Governor to issue his proclama-
tion reciting and proclaiming the result of said firet election to be that the city, town
or place which received the highest number of votes ecast at. said first election was
selected as the permanent Capital of the State of Oklahoma. :

SECTION 5. A commission to be known as the State Capitpl Commission is
hereby created. Sald Commission shall be composed of three qualified electors to be
appointed by the Governor within thirty days after the Capital shall be located, as
herein provided, but not more than two of them shall be of the same poltical party
Each of the members of said Commission shall subseribe the oath required by law of
other State Officers, and shall execute bond, to be approved by the Governer, in the
sum of fifty thousand dollars,” conditioned for the faithful performance of the ‘duties
imposed upon them by law, and each of them shall be pald a salary of four thousand .
dollars per annum. The term of office of said Commissioners shall be two years, and
said Commission shall terminate at the explration of two years from and after the ﬂlst
day of January, 1911, unless it shall be continued by Act of 'the Legislature.

‘As soon as practicable after their appointment and qualification they shall organ-
ize by electing one of their number Chairman. A majority of the members shall con- .
stitute a quorum to do business and perform the dutles and exercise the powers con-
ferred on the Commission. Said Commission is hereby constituted a body corporate,
and shall have the power to sue or be sued, and to defend or be defended, in any and
all actions or proceedings in any way effecting its powers or duties., Sald Commission
shall have power to definitely locate and procure for and on behalf of the State, the
title to all land necessary for Capitol purposes, and for all buildings and institutions -
which the Statie may establish thereon and to create the special fund herein provided
for, not to exceed two thousand acres; said land to be located within or ata distance
of not more than five miles from the city, town or place selected as the permanent
Capital of the State. :

If said Commission shall be unable to agree with the owners, occupants or lessees
of any land seleeted by it for Capitol purposes, it shall have the aunthority to'exercise
the power of eminent domain. and te Institute, and to prosecute to final determination,
proceedings for the ¢ondemnation of such land as provided in the Act of the Legislature
approved May 20, 1908, entitled: An  Act Amending Section 28 of Article XIX of
Chapter 17 of the Statutes of QOklahoma of 1903, regulating the method of procedure
in the condemnation of private property for both public and private use.

The fee simple title to all land condemned for and on behalf of the State as
hereln provided shall vest in the State and the owner thereof shall receive compensa—
tion for such fee simple title.

It sald State Capitol Commission shall select any land for Capitol purposes be-
longing to the State, said State Capitol Commission and the School Land Commissioners




of the State shall be and are hereby authorized and empowered to appralse the value
of said land as well as the value of any improvements, claim, right, lease, or preference
right to lease the same, held by any person pursuant to the Constitution and laws of
the State or any Act of Congress. ’

The value of such improvements, claim, right or lease and such land shall- be
appraised separately. The appraised value of the land shall be paid by said Capitol
Commission into the State Treasury, out of the monegy hereby appropriated or out of
the Special Fund hereinafter created, and held by the State in trust to be devoted and
appropriated for the purpose for which said land may have heen a,p‘propria_,ted, as may
be provided by law; and the appraised value of such improvements, claim, right or lease
shall be paid to the owner thereof. ‘

_ SECTION 6. When said land shall have been procured and the fee simple title
thereto vested in the State for Capitol purposes, as herein provided, it shall be the duty
of the State Capitol Commission to set apart a portion of said land as the site for the
Capitol of the State, and for such other buildings or institutions as the State may prob-
ably locate theréon: and to survey and.plat the remainder of said land into parks,
squares, blocks, lots, streets and alleys. and to make in duplicate an accurate map
thereof, to be approved by the Governor, and file one of said maps in the office of the
Register of Deeds in the County where sald land is located, and keep the other for
the use of the Commission in its records: sald maps shall be executed by sald Com-
mission in the same manner maps and plats of:lands are required by law to be exe-
cuted for towun-site purposes, and said map shall have the same effect as is . glven by
law to maps and plats when executed and filed for town-site purposes. o

Said Commission shall have power to employ a’ competent engineer and architeet
and to procure all help and assistance, legal, clerieal and otherwise, necessary to facilitate
the proper discharge of its duties, and to fix the compensation therefor. ‘ .

It shall be the duty of said Commission, as soon a8 practicable, to procure such in-
formation as in its judgment will be useful in determining what would be a suitable Capitol
for the State of Oklahoma, and to cause to be prepared plans and specifications for the,
same, and make estimates or receive bids for the cost of the congtruction thereof; and
report the same, together with such information as it may have procured, with its recom-
mendations to the Governor. . s

8aid Commission, with the approval of the Governor, simll']_:xave power to make
and enter into all necessary contracts and agreements for the comstruction of the Capitol,
but no such contract shall be binding on the State until approved by the Legislature. .

It shall be the duty of the Governor to transmit the report of said Commission
and any contract it may have made for the construction of the Capitol, to the Legislature
as soon as practicable. : :

The Capitol shall be comstructed of granite, marble or other materiavl‘-quarrie‘d_
within the State of Oklahoma, o

SECTION 7. 'The State Capitol Commission, with the approval of the Governor,
shall have power to make and publish rules and regulations governing the sale of all
lots surveyed and platted for sale, and shall publish therein the methods and terms -of
sale, and fix a minimum price at which said lots may bé sold.- Said Commission shall
have the general supervision and control of the sale of all of said lots, but the title to’
no lot shall be vested in any purchaser thereof until the sale thereof has been approved
by the Governor. : : : ’

All lotgs shall be conveyed by patent from the State, to be execufe-d by the’
Governor. ‘ c

The proceeds of the sale of sald lots shall constitute a Special Fund, to be known
as the State Capitol Fund, and shall be deposited in the State Treasury, Said fund
shall be used to pay the expenses of procuring the title to said land and platting, map-
ing and selling the same, and for the purpose of constructing a State. Capitol, as may:
be hereafter provided by law, : : .

. The sum of six hundred thousand dollars is hereby approprimted ‘and shall
be‘ immediately available out of any meney in the State Treasury not otherwise appro- 7
priated for the purpose of carrying the provisions of this Act into effect. .

The State shall be reimbursed for the amount of money hereby appropriated out
of the Special Fund hereby created as may be hereafter provided by law. -

H \
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(uthrie, Oklahoma,

July 21, 190%

peceived of A. B. Newbern, a legal reg dent and voter of
“Qklahoma Gity, Oklahoma, a petition containing 27, 944 names,
sam. Dbeing an Act providing for the permanent location oF
the capital of the S%éta of Oklahoma, creating a board of
caplital commissioners'and defining ifa powers and duties and
making an appropriatiix,
: . and
8mid initiative petition was offered for Filing in
the presence of the (¢overnor and the person offering the
sauz for filing, the sheets containing the signatures and the
affidavits were detached and then attached to one or more
copies of the measure so proposed; suid petition has been
duly filed as State Question Fo, 15, Intitiative Petition
¥o, 7.
I3 WISHESS VHEREOF, I have hereunte
affixed my name and caused Lo be
affixed the Great Seal of ithe State of

Oxlahoma. Done at ihe City of Cuthrie

tnis tweniy-first day of July,







IN THE OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY OF STATE OF THE

STATE OF OELAEOMA.

IN THE MATTSR OF THE INITIATIVE PETITION #7 ENTITLED
A BILL,ENTITLED AN ACT PROVIDING FOR THE PERMANENT -LOCATION

OF THE CAPITAL OF THE STATE OF OKLAHOMA, OREATING A BOARD OF

OAPTTOL COMMISSIONURS AND DEFINING ITS POYERS AND DUTIES, AND

MAKING AN APPROPRIATION.

OBJECTIONE TO THE SUFFICIENCOY OF THE INITIATIVE PETITION
AND OBJECTIONS TO THE RIGHT TO CALI, AND HOLD AN ELECTTUN BASED

UPON INITIATIVE PETITION NO, 7, LODGED IN THE OFFICE OF THE

SHCRETARY OF STATE BY A.B.NEWBERN, July 21° 1909.

B
2

Come now the undersigned reaidents;yoitizens, voters
and tax payers of the Oity of Guthrise, Logan Oounty, Cklahoma,
and hercin ohject to the sufficlency of the initiative petition

#7, and object to the calling of an election fTor tha purpose

of submitting the Act described in said petition to the people
to be voted upon and as grounds of séid objJections allege:

FIRST: Thaﬁ heretofore tonit, June 16, 1906, the
Congress of the United States passed an act entitled " An Act
to énable the people of Oklahoma and Indian Territory to form
a Constitutlion ana Staﬁe Government and be admitted into the
Union on an equal footing with the original aﬁateé; and to
enable the peopls of New Mexico and Arizonaito form a Gohr
stitution'and.state Government and be admitted into the Union
on an equal footing with the original states."

Thet as a part of aection 2 in sald Enébiing Aot

it was provided among other things that " the capitol of saig
State shall temporarily be at the City of Guthrie in the




precent Territory of Oklshome and shall not be changed therefrom

previous to Armo Domivil Nineteen Hundred Thirteen, but said
dapitol shall after sald year be losated by the electors of said
State at an election to be provided for by the Legislature."
That it was further provided by section 22 of said Edabling
Act, "that the Conmatitutional Conventlon provided for herein
shell, by ordinance irrevocable, accept the terms and conditlone
of thls act.”
And your objectors aver and assert that after sald
Enabling Aet providing for the creation of a state out of what
wag formerly the territory of Oklahoma and Indian Territory, the
poople of sald described territory held an elesction and duly
elected delegates to formulate and prepare a constitution
for the s:ate of Oklshoms to be submitted for adoption or
rojection to the qualifisd electors therein; that said
conatitutional conventlon did prepars and formulate a con-
stitution to be submitted to the voters of the two territories
aforesaid for adoption or rejection; thet as a part of the pro-
ceodings of said con titutional convention, said convention did,
on the £2nd day of April, 1907, by ordinance irrevocable, accept
the terms and conditlons of the Enabling Act of Congress
hereinbefore referred to, and did adopt and pass the following
provision:
ACCEPTING ENABLING ACT.
Be 1t ordained by the Conatitutional Convention

for the propoged State of Oklahoma, that seid Con-

stitutional Convention do, by ordinance irrevoosble,

accept the terms and conditionz of an Act of the

Congress of the United States, entitled, "An Act to Enable

the people of Oklahoma and the Indisn Territory to Form

a Censlitution and Stats Government and be admitted into

the Unlon on an equel footing with the original

statog; and to enable the people of New Mexico

and Arizone to form a Constitution and State Govern-~

ment and be admitted into the Union on an equal

footing wilth the original statos,' approved June the

sixteenth, Anno D mino, Winteen Hundred and Six.
I ﬁereby cortlfy that the foregoing

ordlnencs accepting the terms and Conditions



of the Epabling Act as the pame has hereto-
fore been passed and engrossed, was engrossed
with the engrossed copy of the Constitution
on parchment, was read as sngrossed and roll
call had thereon and the same duly adopted by a
ma jority of the votes of all of the delepgates
electod to and constituting this Convention at
11:41 o'eclock,a.m., thia 22nd day of April,
Anne Domini, 1907.
Wm. H.Murray,
President,
The O0nstitutional CoOnvention of
the proposed State of Oklahoma,

ATTEST: John Mclain Young,
Secretary.”

‘ And your oblectors allege that it is the purpose
and intention of the parties initisting petition #7,and the
law styled: "A Blll Entitled An Act providing for the
permanent location of the Capital of the Syate of Oklahoma,
Qreating a board of Capital Commissioners and defining its
powerg and duties, and making an appropriation" to ignore,
violate and hold for naught the provisions of the Enabling
Act of the Congress and the ordinsnece of the Constitutional
Convention of the S¢ate of Oklahoma as horelnbefore smet forth
and accepting the iterms of the Enabling Act by the submission
to the people to be voted upon of the billl initiated under
initiative petition #7,iﬁat?no authority exists within the
people of the Syate of Oklahoma to vote upon the adopiion
or rejection of the act sought to be initiated under petitlon
#7, for the reason that saild act and all of its provisiona
are”iﬁ"&iréot conflict with the sald provisions of the
Enabling Act and the ordinance irrewvocable hereinbefore set
out and referred to.

SECOND: The undersignoed further aver that initiative

petition #7 being an ast providing for the permanent location
of’ the capitolcf the State of Oklahoma, oreating a board of

capltol commlssioners and defining its powers and dutles




and malklng an appropriation, ought not +o be submitied to the

people for thelr adoption or rejection beosuse heretofore

towit, on the ¥rd day of Nowember, 1908, there was submitted

to the pecple for thelr edoption or relectlon, the following:
"J.H.R.Wo.11.

PROPOSING AN AMENDMENT TO THE CONSTITUTION CF THE
STATE OF OKLAHOMA .

Be it Resolved by the Legislature of the State of

okTahoms:

That the followlng amendment to the Constituticn
of the State of Oklahoma be and the same is hereby
proposed, and shall be submitted to & vote of the
people under Artlcles Five and Twenty-four of the
Constltution of the State of Oklahoma, and sn Act
entitled "An Aot to provide for carrying into effect
the Iinttistive and referendum powers reserved by the
people in Articles Flve and Eighteen of the Constitution
of the State of Oklahome, o regulate eleetions there-
under and to punigh violations of this Aect," approved
April sixteenth, nineteen hundred eight. Article Twenty-
one of the Conatitution of the State of Oklahoma
shall be and the rame 1s heroby amended by adding thereto
the following:

Section 2. The permanent capital shall be at such
piace within the Siate as the people may at any time
solect by & majority of the votes cast on the question
at any election wherein the questlon is submitted, elther
by petition of the people under the inltiastive, or by act
of the Legislature, and until said permenent location 1m
made, the temporary location shall be guch as may be pro-
vided by law.

Approved May 27,1908."

And the undersigned aver that w»ald measure so submitted
as aforesaid, was submlited as an amendment to the comstitution
of the Siate of Oklahoma, and WE® was votsd upen and failed
to receive a sufficlent number of votes for ite adoption;
that the game was referred by the lLegisleture of the State of
Oklahoma under the powers of the initintive and referendum
of the comstitution of saild state and that to permit the people
of the Syate of Oklahoma to again vote upon the same or eub-
stantially the same question, requires a petition containing

twenty-five percentum of the legal voters of the State of

Oklahoma; that the initiative petition #7 has not the re-




quisite numb r of petitioners of legal vo ers of the State &6f

Oklahoma teo permit the dqiestion to be voted upon until after
three years from the olsction held on the 3rd day of
Novenber, 1908,

THIRD: As & further ground of objection herein,
said objectors say that by the provisionz of gection 2 of seid
Enabling Aot, it is provided "That the capital of said State
shall temporarlily be at the Clty of Guthrie in the present
Territory of Oklahoma, and shall not be changed therefrom
previous to Armo Domini Nineteen Hundred and Thirteen, but saild
capital shall, after sald year be located by the electors of
sald etate at an electlon to be provided by the Leglslature.®
Sald Enabling Act having been adopted by ordimance irrevocable

ot the actlon sought to be taken under initiative vetition
#7 attempting to locate said caplol by a vote of the people

is in contraventlon of and in violation of the Ehabling Act

and pertlenlarly, that provision cf Section £ therecof, here-
inbefore set forth, -~ the State Legislature having never pro-
vided for any elsction to locate the state capitol.

FOURTH: That seid Initiative petition has never been
legally filed with the Sseretary of State of the State of
Oklehomss; +that at the time said petition wee taken to the
office of the Secretary of State, the Honorable Bill Crose,
who was the duly elected, qualified and acting Secretary of
State, was absent from his office and confined to his private
room on account of illness, and said petitions were delivered .
to Leo Meyer, and not to sald Secretary of State.

FIFTH: That ever since the 2lst day of July, 1909,
the Secretary of Siate has been unable, by reason of illness,
to perform the duties of his office and the eifficiency of said

retltlons has never been psssed upon by the Secretary of State.



That said objectérs sre informed and believe and,therefors,
ellege the fact to be that since the 2lst day of July, 1909,
the salid Secretary of State has not been present at his offlce
in the City of Guthrle, and that said petition has never been
submifted to him in any manner to be sorutinlzed, or examined
or passed upon, and that said Secretary of Staté has not at any
time inspected, examined or scrutinized sald petition, and has
not passed upon nerattempted to pass upon in any marmery 1lts
gulficiency.

SINTH: Your objectors further aver that the City of
Guthriefsone of the khrem placed named 1In the Initiatlve petition
#7, fThat sald petition has 2 provision therein styled "section
3" which is ae Tollows:

"Section . Oklahoma City, Shawnee and Guthrie
are hereby declared to be candidated for the psrmanent
location of the Capital of this State, and shall be
voted for at the election or elections herein provided
for, and their names shall be placed upon the ballots
voted end used at such election or elections."

That the lncorporaticn of the said provision abowe set Torth was
done at the instence and under the supervision of persons residing
at Oklahoma City, end without the knowledge, consent or suthoriza-
tion of any of the citizens of the Clty of Guthrie or Shammee

or any persone acting for or on behalf of dther the Clty of
Guthrie or the Clty of Shawnee.

_ That the City of CGuthrie 1s & city of the firast class
undér the lawe of the State of Oklahome; that it has as its
officers, Mayor, Clty Council, Clty Attorney, snd it also
has & civic organization known as the Chamber of Commerce, which
civic organlzation has for iis purpose the advancsment dn a
general way of the material interests of the City of Guthrie;

that the petition in question was without the knowledge, consent,

or authorization of any of the ecltizens of the Clty of Guthrie

or of ghawvmee, or of the officere thereof, or of the civic or-




iatd

ganizations of either Guthrie of S:awnee, taken to the office of
the Secretary of State on the 21st day of July, 1909 and there
deposited; that no notice was given to any persons reslding
within the corporate limlts of the Clty of Guthris or to s
Mayor, City Attornmey or to the ¢lty civie organizatioﬁ referred
to of the time when said petition would be lodged in the office
of the Secretary of State; that the first intimation or knowledge
which any of the cltizens of the Clty of Guthrie had of the action
teken In lodging =sald petition..iﬁ'.the office of the Secretary
of State, wes on the 26th day of July, 1909, That the undersigned
objectors have at all times been diligent in thelr efforts
to learn when said petition would be filed or lodged in the
offlce of the Secretary of Syate In order that they might within
five days thereafter file wrltten objections to the sufficiency
therecf; that none of said cltizens of said City of Guthrile,
nor the objectors herein named, were notifled of the fact that
seid petitions were lodged in the office of the Secretary of
State untll the 26th day of July, 1909.

Sald cbjectorse aver that the local press, also many
influential newspapers located in adj}acent cities of Oklahoms
end in Bfates other than Oklahoms whose papers circulate generslly
in sald Spate of Oklahoma, maintain regular correspondents
end reporters at the pald City of Guthrie for the purpose of
acquiing news of general interest to the people of sald state
andnﬁﬁéé iﬁ is the practice and custom of sald newspaper corres-
pondents to vieit public offices of said state at the City of
Guthrie dally, in order to gather and acquire important and
interesting news ltems of the day, and that it is the practice
of the daily papers circulating in sald clty o Guthrie and in

the Siate of Cklahome to publish from day to day all happenings

of general concern taking place in sny of the state offices which w




(%:

- mian are known or come 10 the notice and attention of said
correspondents. And these objectors aver that although it 1se
claimed by the peradna who lodged said petition #7 at the
Zeeretary of Syate's office, that they lodged the same there
on the 2lst day of July, 19209, that no notice thereof appeared
in public place or in any other mammer accessible to the public
until the 26th day of July, 1909, as herein before stated.

These oblectors further say that the sald newspaper
correspondents as was thelr practice and custom vislted the
office of the Becretary of State on the 2lst day of July,1209,
and cn each succeedlng day thereaf'ter for the purpose of gaining
and scquiring such news ltems as they might at said office, end
particularly for the purpose of acguiring knowledge of the fil-
ing end ledging of said petition in sald office in case it should

be done because of the great and general interest to the peorple

of the state relative to the matter.

Said objectors aver that it is customary at said Secretary
of S;ate's office to give out to =said newspaper correspondents
from dey to day items of public interest to the people as to
transections and matters occurring in said office, in order that
the same may be published in the publlec press, snd that the people
of said state may have notice of acts and matters tsking place
in sald office. That there is kept in said ofiice
a genmersl reception record or beook, in which it has been the praces
tice and cusiom of mald office and offlcers tle reof, to note the
reception of sll papers and documents lodged in said office
gerietim and in chronologicsl order, and that it has always
been the practice and custom of said office and officers and

employes thereln to make the entries upon said record immediate-

ly upon the deposliting or lodging of any of such papers or documens

in sald ¢'flce; that said record is & public record end is open




to the inspection of the public and especially, to said newspaper
correspondents, who have heen and are in the habit and practice
of going to said office dally and running over the items noted

and entered on said record for the day in order that they may

galn information am to what has taken place in the office during

the day.

8ald objectors aver that when the said petition #7 was
lodged in the Secretary of State's office as aforessid, with the
sald Lec Meyer, Assistant Secretary of Siate, the lodging of the
same was not noted in any way on said reception record, nor upon
any other record of said office open to the general inspection
of the public, nor wae sald petition exhibited in sny wey to the
public nor wasany newse glven out elther by ﬁhe persons who lodged
the same in the sald office nor by any other person, neither in
nor out of azid office, that said petition had been lodged
in said office, and that during all of the time from July 21,1909
untll July £6,1909, the reception of said petition in sald office
was kept off the record of sald office, and especially was not
ertered or noted on sald receiption record, nor any notice there-
of given out to the public press or to these objertors or to
any other persom, and that the faot that sald petition was left
at sald office remained wholly unknown to these objectors . .-y
and to all other persone excepiing those immediastely concerned
in the lodgment of eald petition in sald office, and those pereonsz
in fﬁé“6ffice who, by reason of the fact of thelr being in sald

~office, may have become acquainted with said fact.

That by reason of the circumstances herein set forth
and alleged, these objecters nor any other person interested in
gsald petition and the subjlect matter thereof, excepting persons
who by reszon of thelr commection wlth said petition and the

lodging of mrkd the same in saild office , had the opportunity
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to know that the same wae lodged there, or had any opportunity to
inspect end scrutinize sald petition or to meke end file any
objeotions thereto untlil on and after said 26th day of July, 1909.
SEVENTH: TYour objectors further allege that said
petition is insufficient in this to-wit: That there are not sa
sufficient mumber of legal voters  signing ssid petition to
authorize the initistion of the law under the iniative and
referendum provisions of the Contitution and laws of the State
of Oklahoma; that numerous persons whose names &are NOw mknown
to your objlectors, have signed said petition who are not legal
voters under the lawas of the State of Oklahoma and who were
not such lepgal voters at the time of the signing of said
petlition; that said petition wee signed in numerous instences
by women and persons under the age of twenty-one, who were not
gualified to vote at the eleotion proposed to be held and who
were not qualified to sign said petition under the constitution
and laws of the State of CkKlahoma..
Said objectors In addition to the foregoing grounds

of objectlions and exceptions to said retition, aver generally
that the said petition is ineufficient, both in form and substance
under the law to initiste any change in the constitution of the
laws of said State or to authorize any action whatever to be tekben
under -gaid petition.

-"v“--WHEREFORE, your objectors siate that they desire to
appear agalnst sald petition, and pray that the Secretary of State
will fix a time when he will hear and recelve testimoney =and

arguments in oppoeition to the sufficiency thersof and of the

right of the petitioners to initiate by petition the law ma

act hercinbefore referred to. %/ M
WP i
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STATE OF OKLAHOMA |}
( 88

LOGAN COUNTY )

being sworn upon his oath,
stdes that he is over the age of twenty-ocne years; a resident,
citizen, texpayer and legal elector of the City of Guthrie,
Logan County, Oklahoma; that he is personally acqualnted with all
of the individuals whose names appear as objlectors above: that
each and every one of sald persong ls a resident, cltizen, tax
payer and legal voter and resldes in the City of Guthrie,
Logan County, Oklahome; that he has read the foregoing ob-
Jections end knowz the srerments contained therein and that the

several allegations contalned therein are true as he verily

believes. %M M

Subecribed and sworn to before me thislgé day of July,

1909.

_@M‘ f / ALM_.
My commiseion expires Z/,,d‘?b( ﬂf“/ﬁj







SI]:A_TE Q:ﬂ\ Om‘mom ADDRES.S ALL COMMUMNICATIONS TO
LEGAL DEPARTMENT "THE ATTORNEY GENERAL AnD
Gurarie - REFER TO INITIALS
CHARLES WEST, AfTORNEY GENERAL CW" a

EPWARD G SPILMAN, AS815TANT ATTORNEY GEHERAL
GEQRGE A HEMNSHAW, AZBISTANT ATTORNEY GENKRAL
WILLIAM C. REEVES, AS313TANT ATTORNEY GENERAL
CHARLES L. MOORE, ABSISTANT ATTORANEY GENERAL

Guthrie, Oklahoma, January 15, 1910.

To The
Secretary of State,
81 r:
I herewith transnmit to you Ballot Title for
H'__“-_“_,_..—-—-—h-u_.
STATE QUESTION NO, , INITIATIVE PETITION NO, 7,

measure initiated fo the purposes stated below:
BALLOT TITLE,

Proposes 1o perﬁanéntly locaﬁe State Capital,; creates
Commission of three to be appointed by Governcr, Jamuary 1,
1911, or sooner; defines powers and duties; appropriates
8ix hundred thousand dollars to purchase not to exceed two

thousand acres, State to be reimbursed from sales of

lots; Capitol Fund created therefrom; Board may exercise
power of Iminent DOmain. Said Commission and School Land
Commissioners to apsralse value of lands and improvements
separately. Makes Oklahoma City, Guthrie, Shawnee,
candidaies; provides for others by petition.

Precposes separately to determine questions: (1),

Shall Capital be located; and (2), Wnere,




Starr or ORLAHOMA ADDRESS ALL COMMUNICATIONS TO
LEGAL DEPARTMENT “THE ATTORNEY GENERAL anD

G
THRIE REFER TO INITIALS

CHARLES WEST, ATTORNEY GENERAL

EDWARD G. SPILMAN, ASSISTANT ATTORNEY GENERAL
GEORGE A HENSHAW, ASSISTANT ATTORNEY GENERAL
WILLIAM C. REEVE S, ASSIBETANT ATTORNEY GENERAL
CHARLES L. MOORE, ASSISTANT ATTORNEY GENERAL

Secretary of State~- 2,

T also enclose you a copy to send to W, B, Perkins,
authorized agent of the Petitioner, whes e address is

Oklahonma City.

Respectfully, | ’,{”{/
fl/

Attorney General,







Jan. 19, 1910

Purevent to the provisions of deetion & ol Chantor

L4, Sepcion Lowe or 1S0%-0, I hoave trhe honor %o ndvice you
it thoere e £iled dn the olvice of the weoecrebtory of Statce
en Inditiotive pobition Jo. %, enliticd, "An Let providing for

the porianent 30.@ulon of the capitel of the o alte of Cklae

homa, creoting o Boord of Uspitel Comoissioners and defining
ite povers and ﬂuﬁi@&, and maling an PW?OQ‘ iation,” & copy

‘

of vhich g id wetition ie hercto abboched. Thet 14

srid »etivion

hiog veen acecepted, snt thot ite ballot tﬂ‘l nas beon

decided upon by tho Allornoy Gencral as follove:

[LE TS S S VO ache A B
SATLLOT RIWn

wontly locote Stete Vapital; creatbes
: £ three 0 be anpointed by Govurno
syery 1, 101, or pooner; defincs powe:
opriates oix hundred thoucond dollare to eich
; to exceed Ywo suaond seres, Etete to be reimburced
mosalon of lotes bu34t01 Pand ereatod therelru.:
Tomey emercipe mov Srinont Dovein. Baid Jome
miosion ond School “iﬁ:ﬂonorﬂ to approds
vediue of Jands and o wlely.
Ollehoma “ity, Uﬁﬁﬁﬂ'ic, : fa :
vides Tor olhorc by poti ti .

v and <.'3.:, {
Cnane

1% J.l'ayuﬂu,




Callallomm =578

"proposes ceperaboly o setormine guestions:
{1) Shadt Capital bo located; and o)}, Where."

Sincercly yburs,

Secretary of State.




_ m@\:\»\g

_ kﬁ\&i%q
i




)“:.,‘,’, o
' 55 ¢ __.7(,
i [y
i
e
[ T
/f/ /) .
- £
;’/ # ¢ o
W
2T
- & d !
e
; A
i
e
e
> A

y

(STATE QUESTION--INITIATIVE FPETITION XO. [ )

THE PIRMANENT LOCATLION OF THE CAPITAL OF THE
STATHE OF OKLAHCMA.

Heasure Initiated teo Permanently Levate the

Capital of the State of Oklahoma,

BALLOT TITLE.

- Initiative Petitien Ke. _;21m preposes
an Aet to Parmsnently lecate the Capital of the State
of Oklshomsz, cveates a Board of capitel Cemnissicners,
defines their powers, apprepriates money to build gtate
Capitol and crestes Specisl Fund tm‘ghimhurse State
for money appropristed, provides that the gualified
voters ef the State may permensntly locate the Capltsl;
that not to sxeesd twe thousand zcras of land may be
procured for State Capitel purposes and to locate
thereon eothar State lnetituticns.

ghall it be sdopted? { vew ) [ ]
( sic ) D
ghall the Capital of the State of Qklahoms

bhe permanently located:

At Oklahome City, { Yen ) [:]
At Brawnes , { Yes ) [:1
At Guthrie { Yes ) [:]
M (ves) U]
At (Yes ) T[]
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STATE OF OKLAHOKA

DEPARTIINT OF STATE

BILL, CROSS SECRETARY OF STATE

0 AT 10 WHOM THURSE PRESENTS SHALL COME, GREETING:

I, BILL CROSS, Secretary of State of the
State of Ollahoma, do herehy certify that tae
within is a true and correct copy of z transcripit
¢f tihe evidence offered and rejected at the hearing
before the Secratary of St%}? in the matter of the .
Initiative metition Number & State Question No. &=
veing a bill entitled:- '

" An Aet to cereate a District to be known as a

new "Terriidrial D iet" and providing for and
acguiring, the loeatlion, survey, control and nanage-

ment of the same, and making an apprepriation therefora "

IN TRSTIMONY WHERROP, I hereto set my hand
and cause to be affixed the great
Seal of State, DONE at the City cof
Guthrie tnis Bleveutn day of March

Nineteen Hundred and Ten,

—gecretary of §ta’ o

=
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AMEEDUTET 10 THE CONSTITUTION OF
AMDINC TO ARTICLE TWENTY-OHE O T

TOW AUTEORIZING THED LOCATICH 0oF A

L L 8O0

_____ IN TE® MATTER OF
Iritistive Petition Ho. ¥, en
An Aet providing for the permanent
of the State of Oklahoms, Creating

missioners and defining its powers

an asppropriation.

THITIATIVE PRETITION HO. 6. DI

TG AN 40T PROPOSING AN
\74rE OF OKLAHOMA, BY
5 CONSTITUTION, A PROVIS-
§TATT CAPITAL BY LAW.

titled & Bill entitled
location of the fapital
s Board of Capital Com-

and duties, end making

For the Objectors: JOHI E. RURFOFD and C.C.HORNBR

For the Petitiomers: ¥.AJLEDBETTER.
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F.H.Greer, & witness for the Objectors being firstd
duly eworn to testify the truth, the whole truth and nothing
but the truth, deposeth and saye as Tollows:

DIRECT EXAMIVATION BY
ME. BURFORD.

Q. State your name?
L, FP.H.Greer,’
T. Wyere do youm reside”
A, Guthrie, Oklahoms.
. What is your businest.

L. Bditor of the Oklehoma State Capitel

G. What is the Oklehoma State Vapitel.
4. 4 daily newsparer publiched in the City of Guthris.

Q. Eow long hae it been printed end putlished in the City of
Guthrie? |

L, Since April 2Znd, 1889.

¢. Bow long have you been its Editor? ' '
A, Since the firost publioation;
0, You mey stete ss Editer, what effort you rake fto obtain the
gonerel news relating to public effairs in the State and
Guthrie, at the capitel city?
2, Well, the wanaging Bditor attempts to get all the next that
ig turned out.
Q. Vhere o you reside personally.
Aj:jgmbp? 616 I.Warner Avenue, Guthrie.
5. As & eitizen of Cuthrie and editor of the daily State Cap-
ital you mey state whether you have been taking any interest in
the matbters perteining to the public.
A. I have.

¢. And whether you have been taking any special interest in the
question of the locating of the State Cspital, or the relocation
of 1it.
4. I have s cpecial interest in the re-location of the cepital.
a2, Yow mey state what efforts youmr paser mafe, and what you

nade to get information snd news relating to matters pertaining




-
to messures, having
cation of the Btate Vapits
4. then I learned that the Oklakhona Uity peorle werc circulat~~

ing petitions to initiate & proposition for the location of the

capitel, I dirscted the managing cditor of the paner to keep

e

o very careful wateh &t the office of the Bgoretary of State
at to when the said vetitions were filed, and to ascertain
when gaid petitions were filed.

o, You may etate vhether prior to the filing of the petitione

referred to in this proceeding, you had information

o

petitione wore Dbeing cirtouleted, having in view, the purpose

“

Constitusion in relation to the location of

.

of changing the
the capital?
L. T knew thet petitions were being circulated.

-

2. What informetion did you or your paper have se to the fil-
ing of these petitions in the of ice of the Secretary of State
at the time they were filed, or soon thereatber.

A. T kad no information whetever until & week or probably

more after they were filed.

G. You may state whether or not you gave publieity to the

faot ne soon =g the inforretion came te your office"”

L. The informetion was printed in the very next lesue after we
obtained it.

Q.:You may state whether or not, to your knowledge, any pub-
1iéity yias given lo the fact in any other newepaper circnlaeting
in Guthrie.

A. Ho gir.

¢, You read the Guthrie Daily Leader do you not

A, Yes glr.

8. Do you know when the informetion +iwst azppeered in the Guth-
rie Deily Leasder as relsates to the publication in the Capital
4. Iy recollection is thet 1% appeare’ the afternoon after ve
printed it in the morning. I remenber 1% wes late at night
when I discovered 1t myself,

. What other newspsnervs, 1f any, from O¥lahoma City, have 2

o

general circulation and are generally read in The ity of Guthrie?




A. The Oklehoman

¢, Tue Daily Oklahoman?

2. The Daily Oklehoman, ihe Daily Tirmse and the Daily lews, an
tre Weekly Pew State Tribune. -

Q. You mey staie whether or not prior 4o the publication in the
Dsily State Capital, either of the Oklahoma “ity papers cir-
culatdfig in the Yity of Guthrie, had sny notice ol the filing
of the petitions relating Lo the locetion of the State Capital?
A. T know the Oklahoman ¢id not Lave it. I took occasiom to
look that up, and I di mot thirk any other Oklshoma Uity paper
pad enything in 1t.

Q. Do you resd the daily pavers from other large cities,-Xen-
cas City, Wichita, St- Louis, Yhicago, circulating in the “ity
of Guthrie, to any ezlent?

A. Yes gir.

Q. You rea’ them every day”

4. Yeur sir.

¢. You mey stete whether or not the iniormetion was published
in sny of the 8t. touls, EZans:s City, Wichite, or Dallas pa-
ners, circulating in the City of Guthrie, in relation to the
£iling of these petitions, prior to the time the information
appeared in the Leader or Vapital?

0. Thig information eppeared in the outeide pepers at about the
sgme time it 4id in the Guthrie State Ugpitel. The reporters
--ég%-iﬂeir information 2t sbout the =ame time.

1, From your information as & newsparer man, and your exenina-
tionm of mewspapers cireulating here, do you lkmow vhether the in-
formation as th the filing of these petitions referred to
appeared dm any newspaper, prior to the time it appeered in

the Lesder and Capital, in this Vity?

A&, Ky recollection iz that it appeered first in the imgkoges
Timss-Democrat, on the afternoon before the State Capitel
printed the fact.

¢. What that the first notice that you know of now, in which
this information eppoared in any newspaper?

A, Yes gir.

g. Did you publieh the infornmation in the First issue of your
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. Q. Do you know, from your general information, and circulat-

—he.
paper sfter it dame to your knowledpe?
A. Yes slr. .
Q. Would thig have appeared as & matter of mews in your paper
if you had had inTormgtion of it priow to the time you speak
of.
4. It certainly would.
"OROGS BXAMINATION BY MR LEDBITTET .

Q. Mr. Greer, are Fou in favor of removing the gapitel Lrom
Guihrie to Oklahoma City.
A, Yo sir.

TEDITECT BXAMITATION ﬁY MR. BURWORD.
¢, Mr. Greer, 4o you recall now the Tivst article that you
caw in the Vaily Cklahoman yeferring to the Tiling of these
petitions and the hesdlines given out over thet article?

A. Well, my recollection now 15 thet it eppesred in the Okla-

homan after the Stg e Ceppitel had it.

G. Do you yemewher the head Lincg of the article?

A, Wo sivr, I do mot remember them.

Q. To refresh your memory & Little, do you not remember the
headlines, something 1ilke this "Guthrie sleeps On her rights,
etc?

A. T remember it wag "Guthrie gleeps on her yights™ or gome thing

to that effect.

_iﬁg'With the people of this city, for nowWs, whether there wad
any knowlecdge on the part ol the people of thie city that theso
petitions were on file prior Lo the tine it was given out
through the papers, - ryom the expression of the people, have
you any xnowledge on the subjeet?

A, Hot ~hat I know of. They aid not know they weve filed prior
to the discovery ol {the information on {he night bveifore the
State Capltal published it.

. You may state whether you know, lrom yomr ynowledge of the
sentiments of the peoble, and the iy purpofes here, bthat 1t

was their intention to take prompt action to protest againgt
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any act for the removal of the Stute Yapital or the wre-location

of it prior o the time provided in the Enabling Act?

A. Yes gir, I remewber I hed heard that the Board of Directors

of *he Chamber of Commerce had srrived at the determination to

file protest at once on discovery that petitions were filed

with the Seeretary of State.

Q. You way stete whether at the time these papers were filed,

and up to the time The information was given out through the

Guthrie Press, your reporters visited the various state offices

and amongst others, the Secretary of State's office for all

matters of public Import?

L. Our reporters visit the office of the Segretary of State

every day,to get the routine business to be given to the publie.

¢. You may state if it was generally glven out {0 your reportors

and they 4id obtein it7

L. Well, the roporters received it Trom the Seeretary's ofiice,-

the filing of the corporation papers, and other routine matters

of that character.

Q. Then state whether or not 1t vas the daily practice to ob-

tain thot informetion, and you did obtain it, and publish itY

A&, Tt was the daily practice for the Secretary of State to

give out this information to &ll newspapers.

;. To your knowledge nothing wes ever with held from your re-

porters, by the Secrotary ol State's ofiflce?

A HWothing that I remember of except the informetion on thewse

two poﬁitions.-

4. Were your reporbers ever denied access to the office, to

your knowledpc?

A. Yo sir, I never heard of their beinpg denied any access to

any information that was asked for except on thig occasion.
RECROSS TXANINATION BY MR. LEDBEITNR.

Q. Do you meen to swoar, Mr. Greer, that the Fecretary of State

withheld from your reporters the information that thece two

|




s
initiative petitions had been filed in hig oftfice?

4. T mean to swear that the reporters.were here every day and
this information was mot given cut to them voluntarily as other
intormation wes. That's what T mean to swear to. Wot lmowing
gsuch a petition was filed, they would not think to ask guestions
as to such & pebition. '
¢. But you snticipated 1it7

A. Yeg sir. They cxpected it would be put on record and they
called every day.

(. Did you not kmow the rocord was open to the public at all
times. '

A. To sir, I d4id not think thic was put on record.

¢, So you are basing your testimony on the assumption that there
wee no record made in repard Lo the filiung of these petitions?
A. Thet is what onur reporters I talked to declared.

0. And your testimony 1s besed 0v the asgumption thatl there was
no vecord of these petitions made in the ollice, at the tiwe
they were f£iled?

fie My testinony is bas@d on the statements made to me Ly the

. reporters.

Q. And what you textify to is hoarsay from the reportera?

A. And the faet that I had given instructions to my reporters
0. get this news the moment it weg filed in the Secretaryls
OiflCO.m

Q. You have no personal mowledge ol this matter yourseld,

have you, Mr. breer?

- lm Jﬁ|
i | ‘”‘h“ W

Al o gir, cxcept thal they wore unable to get the news - I
heve thet personsl knowledge.

Q. Did you try to get it, - aid you make.any cffort through
your reporters to get this information, that is the informa-
tion of the filing of those petitions, bvetween the dete of the
£iling and the time it was finelly published?

A. I had given instructions to the menaging editor, and the




i ‘ilhl
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reporbters, to wateh carefully and report to me and for the
newsgpapcr, this news the very moment it ocourred 1in the Sog-
retary's office.

. Do you knmow whethor any of your veporters inquired at the
fffice of the Seoretary of State, about the Filing of these
petitions during that time.

A. They said they did. I had their information.

Q. Which one of yomr reporters told you that ho hud inguired
at the ofiice of the Secretary of State sbout the filing of
these petitions, betweon the date of the filing and the date
it was finelly published.

A. Well, T think 1% was the menaging editor who hed charge of
the matter st the time. '

0. Who wae he?

A. Ur. Barr. Claund 8.Burr.

©. Is he here?

A. Yes sir.

Q. Do you mean to Btate, before the Hecretery, that Ir. Burr
told you that between the date of the filing of thege potitionm
snd the time it was finally published, that he inguired of
the Deecretary ol State, about the Tiling of these petitions?
A, Wo sir, I 41d not say that.

A, Is it not a matter of fact that you ¥mow he aid mot in-
“quire about it

A. Mo sir. I do kmow ho had instructions to look after that
matter personally and very carvefully, o thet the information
chould come to us the very moment 1t oceured.

(i, But you now gtale that he 4id not vell you he had inguired
at Lhe office of the Becretary of Stete about the filing of
these petitions.

A. He did not make that staie

G. I em trying to find out what he told you about trying to
find out---

A. Mr. Purr can tell you thet better than 1 can. He 1o

here.
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gy Lid he make any report -- did he ever t6111§oﬁ‘ﬁhat‘be—“
tween the time of the filing and the time 1t was published
that he had‘made inouiry --

A. I gaid they came ﬁero every dey to get the information,
and the informabion wee not given out voluntarily. I am
swearing that I hed given instructions to wafch carefully
Ffor this one thing.

Q. And that they had not iﬁquirod for itT
A. T do nob ¥now whother they esked for it. I was not follow-

ing them around personally.

Y

NEDITECT EXAMINATION BY MR. BURTORD.
(. Az a newspoper man of long expeoricncs and familiar with the
people and conditions in the Uity o7 Guthrie, was the riling
oF these petitions, ag a matter of news, & question of great
importance?

4. Yes sir, 8 question of very geeal importance.
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L.G.Fiblack, & witness for the Objectors, beins first
duly sworn to testify to the truth, the whole truth and nothing
but the truth, deposes and says as follows:

DIRECT HEANIFATION
by Judgs Burford.
Q. Mr. Nidleck, state your namoc and busines:.
A. L.G.Miblack, editor of the Leader, Guthrie.
Q. What ig the Guthrie Leader.
A, Daily newspaper.
G. How long has it beon published ‘in the city of Guthrie?
A, Bighteen years.
f. How long have you been ite managing editor.
A, Sixteen years.
(. Where do you re@ide?
A. Guthrie?
0. You may state whether or not as an editor, you are interested
in any of the news relating to the.location, relocation or remov-
al of the State Capital?
A. Well, yes.
0. You may state what importance you would pive to a question
of that character, as az matter of news. |
A, It is & matter of very great nmews I take 1%, locally as well
as to the state. Momentious. |
. You may state whether it is your practice and the practice
of your paper to gether a&ll the news of such importance and
publish it daily.
A, It is.
r. What facilities have you lr. Niblack for getting the in-
formation at the various stete offices.
A.Ye have a gpecilal man, a roportef, whose duty it is to
cover all the departments of the city and state. It is
regular routine, but he is supposed to cover these places

at least once and gometimes twice a day.
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¢. You may state wheilier or not i% hes been customary for your
reporter to obtain watters of public importance and especially
in the of ice of the Secretary of Statle.

A. Tt has been the custom and orvder of the office as in every
well regulated newspaper to lnstruct ite mento follow a routine Q il ;‘;”ywt

and visit the different depariments of stete and whatever news

"

ig of sufficient public "importance to be given out, they are sup-
poced to take 1t, and amplify it and write it up for publication:
the seme day.

G. Wnat do you know s to it having beon the custom of the Bec-
retary of State's office to give ouf for publication all matters
which are of a publice charseter and in which the people are gener-
ally interested.

A. Well, the secretary of state's office is regarded by all daily
newspapers men &8 practicslly the fountain of news giving. This
ﬁi@senﬁ Seeretery as I find 1% persgonally and through my report-
oers hag been very courteous in giving out any information which
may conecrn the public and in which the public may be interested
znd in aé much as all matters in regard to charters, commizsions
end petitions are of the greatest public intercst, this depart-
ment ig considered the best in the news line and is very carefully
covered each day.

(. Had you any informathon, prior to the publication of the

faet that dinitistive petitions had been filed with the secre=-

tary of state, relating to the removal or Location of the state
capital, that euch betitions were being cireulated at Oklahoma
City and other points.

A. Yes, T had sueh inforwation.

6. Had you celled the attention of any of your eporters or news
gathers to that feot, if you now remember.

A. Wo, I cannot say specifically. Of course our man who does this
work is supposed to take everything in that line. I cannot recall
now whether I gave any specific imstructions' or whether any in-~
structions of that kind were given.

Q. In what newspaper, if you now remember, did you see the pub-

lication of the faet of the filing of these petitions?
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A. Well, as I recall it, I believe the Iirst was an . out-
silde paper.
Q. Do you know what paper it was.
A. The Kansas City journal I think my ettention was first
called to 1t in that paper. I think 1t appesred in the Jour-
nal one morning and perhaps the came morning in the State Cap
itel of this city, but I am not absolutely clear on that. I
Jmow our paper d4id not have 1t first.
¢. Apbout how long after the filing of the petitions was that
publication.
A. T conld not say positively, bul it must have been perhaps
8 weel.
Q. It wes efter the five days statutory limitations had ex-
pired was it not?
A, Well it was sometime slong after it wag supposed to have
been filed. I am not clear on that point.
¢. Are you & member of the Vhamber of Commerce of the Uity
of Guthrie?
A. At the present time?
Q. Yes.
A. Ho -~ jes, I am a member.
&. Contributor to it.
A. Yes, contributor to it. I thought you mesnt an oflficer.
0V me
A. Yes I em a membel.
6. Do you kmow whether the matter had been brought uwp and dis-
cuaged in the city of Guthrie, as to the purpese snd intention
of the oitizens here to teke action and resist any efroris
made toward the removal of the capitel, prior to the time
specified in the Enabling Act.
A.’Yes, the mattgr had been discussed several times in the
Chamber of Comserco snd committees appointed to take charge

of %the matter and very active efiorts were made.

Q. You resd the Oklehoma “ity newspapers that circulate
here gencrally?

A, Yeg gir.

|

-
] {‘M

{»s;l

P




Q. You may gtote whether or not the publication of this. .

matter appcared in any Oklahoma Gity paper prior to thé

time 1t appeared in the Guthrie papers.

A. 1 ocannot recall. Posslbly. T do not believe it dsd

though.

Q. Have you any recollection of an article that appesrod
in the Oklahoman calling ettention to the fact that the
ghte and negleoted

people of Guthrie had slept on their ri

to file

or filing such . le
i

i ! l
it
L 0
1% w [”
i
objections within the statutory limit € y bth |
i

ob jections.
A. I remember reading &n article in the Oklahoma City times
that the people of Guthrie had slept on their rights and had
the filing of the protest.

gone over the time for
4t ip the Okla-

t the first publication you gaw of 1

0. Was tha

homa Yity paper.
that's the first publication--
fi0e of the fact

A. Yes wmirx,

4 information at your ot
4 would have given it

Q. If you had he

‘had been filed, yO

thet these petitions
y in the firet issue of your paper

as a matter of

publicatio

public news.

4. I certainly would, &8 & metter of public news, and 1.

was personally interested.

sed to removing the Capital to Olclahoma

2. You are 0pPO

Giby.

A. I am

CB@BEZEKﬂEiﬁKEiDNZEEXMR. LEDPETIER, of-

fers the following. objection:
The petitiomers move to strike out all the tegtimony

of Mr. Niblack for the reason that 1t is iﬂcompetent, ir-

smmeterial and for the further Tea

gson.that it

revelant. and

doos not show any information was withheld from the objectors

concerning the Filing of these petitions.



I
Cleud S.Burr, & witness for the Objectars, being first
duly sworn to testify to the tru@@,>the whole trufh and .
nothiﬁg:but the truth, depomes and says as follows:
Q. State your name. .
Claud S.Burr.
. Where do you live.
A. Gutihrie, Oklghoma.
4. How long hﬁve you resided here.
A. Twenty-eight years.
0. What has been your business during that time.
. Managing Editor of the State Capital.

. Is that the paper of which Mr. Frank H.Groer is editor?

4. Yes sir.
Q. As menaging Baitor of thei paper, what are your duties with
relation to gathering information for publication.

A I ha&e-a city editor who has charge of the city depart.-
ment, including irGreer and Myself and Whose duties ore to
looﬁ news and cover the firld as much as possible,

@. Is it “he custom ofyour paper to publish 81l matters of
gencrel importance in the stage of Oklahoma.

A. We publish it am coon as wé make the ?ssua of the paper.'
G. As a ncewspaper manb how Wou;d you regard the filing ol a
petition for - having for its purpose the removal or rom
i;éééiéﬁ of the state capltal.

A. of the utmost importance.

Q. From your inforsetion, what is the attitude of the people
of the city of G’thrie upon that guestion, and agc 2

metter of news. :

A. The people of Guthrie would be greatly interested in any

information wﬂieh would inform them as th the filing of a

petition that would ultimately remove the state capital.
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Q. Whet facilities do you have for getting the news from the"
Secretary of State's ofiice?
A. A man works in the departments and an interchange of
courtecies between correspondents. &f newspapers who have
stalf correspondents here. |
Q. How many papers published outside of the City of wuthrie
waintain offices and staff correspondents in the city of
Guthrie?
A. Sevon I believe.
Q. Name thewm.
4. In that regard there are men here who represent & number
of 6ther bapers besidés being staff officers. lark Goodwin
repregents the Dallss news entirely. T.Cromton who is the
stalf correspondent of the Wichita Eagle and I think the
Oklahoms City poet, or news. lir. T.P.Moore, who is the staffl
correspondent of the Daily Oklehoman at Oklehoma City, snd
I believe he has other newspapers that he corresponds with.
Fred Bard who reprecents the Xansas City. Star and possibly
other papérs. Mr. ﬂall,'who is the repregentative of the
Kansas City Journal and possibly other papers. Irank Post,
who represents the Oklahoma City Times and the Wichita Eagle
and possibly‘others. Sy Sarchet, who represents, St. Touis,
Chicago and Wew York pepers. Besides, there is the asvo-
" c¢lated press reprezentetive in Guthrie, both night and day
who keep run of things of general interest.
C.‘Were the persons you have named all here and engaged in
that business during all of last yeaﬁ.
A. Yoeg gir.
4. And did you have relations with them by which all of them
by which you exchange information of interest in relation to
matters of public news or import. .

Quegtion interrupted by anoth.r from ¥r. Horner.

Q.What is the practice among these staff correspondents and
local reporters as to exchanging information end Turnishing

cach other information in relation to matters of public im=-




formation and gave .it out: to lhe other press repreventa-

portance.
4. There are times when a correspondent will gel a story

he thinkes is exclusive and which he does not trade out.

Ordinary routine affairs are practically traded every day.
It would be impossible and unnecessary for each man to cover
the same place in routine worlk.
0. You may steie whether or not, you, as Managing Editor of
the Capital, through your reporters or arrangements with
other meess representatives received any information as
to the filing of initiative petitions in relation %o the
locating, relocating or removal of the Ltate Capital referred
to in this case.

A. I aiag.

Q. Vhen did you receive the information.

A. About geven oxr eight days after the petitions had been
filed.

Q. Was that the first informatlion you had aeg to the filing?
A, It was.
Q. In what newspapef a4id you see the information firet pub-
lisghed?

k. T ssw the inTormation first published in the Oklehoma
State Capitel. It wus‘published however simultaneously in
several morning papers.

Q. Do you know what news reporter firct obtained the in~

tives?

A. Dr. Hall.

Q. Representative of what paper.

A. The Kangas City Journal I believe.
Q. You may stete if you kmow whether your —eperters and the
other press representztives you heve spoken of had vigited
the office ofvtha Secretery of State for news of publie
importence during the period between the filing of these
petitions and when Mr. Hall obtained this information.

A. They told me they had.
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2. Do you Iknow whether other matters occourring in the Sec-
retary of State's office was given publicity during that
period.
L. Lt was.

CROSS EXAMINATION BY ATTORNEY LEDBETTER.

@. You are the Mr. Burr that lr. Greer referred to a while

ago when he was on the stand, are you not.

A. Yer sir.

Q. Did you ever tell him that yéu had applizd to the office

of the Secretary of State between the date of the filing

of these initiative petitions and the time they were pub-
lighed in the newspapers, for information as to whetheér or not
these patitions had heen filed.

The guestion ig objected to by counsel for he ob-
jectors for the reason that it ig not proper cross examina-
tion.

&. You mean that I hud personally called at the ofiicef?
Q..Yes glir?

A. I never told him that I had personally called atl The
ofiice.

0. As g matter of {fast, you had never between the days
indicated applied to the cffice of the Secrelary of State
ﬂoé—informatiorlooncerning the filing of these petitions.
4. I never asked anything in regard to these petitions.

Br. bedbetier---that's all.
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P.S5.Bgrd, a witness for the Objectors, being first
duly sworn to testify to the twruth, the whole truth end
notiing but the truth, deposes and says as follows:

DIRECT EXAMINATION BY
JUDGE BURFORD.

Q. State your name?

A. T.5.Bard,

0" What ig your business,

A. Wewspaper correspondent.

Q. Tor what paper.

A. Kangas City Star end Times.

. How long have you been & correspondent for the Star and
Times .

L. About sixteen years.

Q. Whero ig your field.

A. The‘State of Oklahoma.

Q. Where do you reside.

4. Guthrie.
¢. Do you maintain an office here &g newspape: correspond-
ent?

L. Yes sir, I do.

Q} You may state what efforts you male perconally daily
to gather information of public affairs.

“A.ﬁ I fisit the different state departments to get such
routine news ag they may have that le of interest it me.
Q. As & newspaper man, you miy state what importance you
would give to the faet of the filing of an initiative ne-

tition in the Secretary of Statle's office, having for their

| 1|Tﬁ

H (‘ ‘ \}
i

objocté the location, relocation or removal of the State Cap= “}
ital.

A. *%t would be of intercst to me for publication for the
reason that practically all of the people of the state would

be interested in it as a watter of news.
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9. What had been your custom prior to the giving out of tThe.
information in relation to the filing'of the iziaecapital
Initiative petitions, a8 to getting news from the Sec-
retary of State's office?
A. I kriew the gentleuwen, the Secretary of State pevconslly
and well, and had always been gi#en informetion when 1

called and' to the extent that I would usually come in and

cee some one and ask them if there was any news and if

there was, he would say so and if there was not, he would
say there was not anything.

0. You may state whether or mot you made 1t a custom to
oxemine filing records and receiption records, eta?

A. DNo sir, it wes not my custom to do it. I kmew the
Secretory and Mr. Meyer and lMr. Heys and when I asked them
whether there was anything doing and they told me, T rolied
on it.

Q. You mey state whether or not between the date of the fil-
ing of thege initiativé petitions and the time the infor-
nation was published, some seven or eight days later whether
you called at the ofiice of the Secretary of State's office
and asked concerning the same.

L. Well, ms %o thome particuler dates I don't know, excepl

“fﬁié; that T am here prsetically every day and would nof

have been &beent for any period of that kind.

Q. You remember of the fact of the first publication of that
news that came to your knowledge?

A. Well, I only remember that in e way that it merely
surprised me that T had been here and had not heard any-
thing about it.Someone else got it belore I did. I don't

Imow who it was now.

.Q. Can you now state whether or not you were here in the

Uity of Guthrie at the time of its publication and for a
number of dsys prior thereto?
A. I cen state that ---llow long @ period is this supposed

to have been?
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¢. Say from five to eight days.
A, I have mot been absent from the Uity for a longer
periothhan three days at a time for at least eight or nine
months”

Q. Can you now recall whether or not you were in the

City during that time. Do you mnow recall whether you
were absent during the seven or eight days prior to the time
“this was given to the papers.

A. T cannot do that, I would have to look back and see
whether I was or not.

¢. If you wers absenl,; then fromn your statement, you were
not sbsent over three days.

A, To I would mot Deé sbsent, probably more than two. Mogt
of my abzence has been going over to Oklahoma City and
Chandler, going in the day and getting back at night.

&. What are your relations with the other gtaff correspond-
ents as to exchanging information of that character and
conferring with each other about such pubjects.

A. Why in routine news, department news, why it is & courteey
to give one man what you find if he aske you for it.

8. You may state whethcr or not the first informstion you had
after the filing of these petitions was through the publica-
mﬁions_that gou read in the newspapers.

A. ‘Yes, that is what it was.

"Q. You #id not obtain any information KhermwE through the
Secretary of State's office on the subject.

A. o sir.

G. Do you recall what papers you read it in first?

A. ‘Wo I dont. I pget s large number of papers

Q. Is it your custom to examine the papers published in
Oklahoma- ity ana tuthrie?

A, Yeg gir.

Q. And the other papers that circulate herec.

A. Yes sir, throughout the state.
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0.D.Hall, & witness for the Objectors, being Tirst
duly sworn %o testify to the truth, the whole truth and
pothing but the truth, deposes and says as follows:
DIKECT EXAMINATION BY JUDGE BURFORD.

Q. State your name?

A. 0.D.Hall.

&£

. Where do you live Mr. lall.

A. Guthrie, Olklahoma.

¢. How long have you lived in Guthrie.
A. About four years.

Q. What is your business.

A. NWewspaper correspondent.

Q. How long have you been in the newspaper business &s 2
correspondent or reporter.
A, Eight years.
¢. What paper do you now repregent and have you reported for
for the past year.
ﬂ‘ A. Kansas City Journel.

Q. YOU may state whether or not that paper hag an office
| here for the receiving and dissemination of news..
'{ A. Yes sir.
i . Are you in charge of that office.
| 5. Tes sir.
| Q. What are your habits and customs and what have they been
§ for tune past year in regard to vigiting the various state
offices and gathering news. ‘
A. I visit them omnce & day as & rule. Sometimes I mise an
ofiice, but I expect it will avorage once 2 .day for each

office.

0. How was the Secretary's ofiilce regarded as & source Of

public information and news.

i : A. Good source.

‘M 0. You may state as a newspaper man and correspondent how
| you would regard the fact of the filing of imitiative pe-

+itiama tn locate. relocate ar remove the State capital,
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as & mattor of public news.

4. Well, I would regard it as a matter ol public news as
soon as it was officially filed.

Q. What importance would you give to it.

A.'Stato wide, local or otherwise?

G. Of what importance?

! H |

A. 1 would congider it mR as & very important piece of | ‘ "“fww
; li . I ['[;iﬁ‘[‘pllﬂ

MW‘%F
|

news.

Q. What was your manner in gotting news from the Secretary
of State's office.

A. I would just come in and ask ¥r. Meyer or Mr. Cross what
wag going on.

Q. What has been their custom?

A. They have always been very courteous when they thought of

anything.
I

Q. You may state whether you ask foi gpecial or general IW%M
information.

4. No, it is not my custom to ask espscially, unless I had
gsometning at the time I wanted o look up.

Q. What was the custom of the Secretery of the Assistant
Secretary as to giving out information as to public natters

when they were inquired of for news.

X, They pave it out if it was legitimate news. Matters

that were held up for any reason, like requisitions or mat~
ters of that kind wexs where no arrest was made, they would
not give it out until the proper time.

Q. Diad you have any information of” the faet thet initiative
petitions were being ecirculated, having for their purpose,
the location, relocation or removal of the Capitel prior

to the time of the Tiling of these petitions in this office?
A. Yes sir.

(. Had you made any ctory upon that gubjeet?

A. Seversl of them at farious times.

Q. And what attention was you giving to the faet of the
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anticipated filing of those petitions in the Secretary's

office?”

i. Well, I wes not watching i% very closely. I sxpected
to get it when it was filed. For cuite & period I d4id

not ask anytiing about it.

N

ou during thet perioed ask gencrally for news &t the

o
|~
frs
o

B

office wg was your cugbom.

4. Yos, I would drop in. Sometimes I would go into The other
departients and look over charterg snd 1T T saw Leo or when-
ever L saw Leo or Lir. Yrops I would aglk them.

a. You may state what wss the first infommation you had 2

o

to the Filing of these petitions and how Fou optoined 1t7

A. T don't remember the date. I remenbesr one morming I
came in and I juct happen:d to think sbout asking if

tuey hid heen filed. T happonod to come into my mind and
I agked Leo.

. Asked who?

4. Leo Meyer amd he sald, yes, they hrd been f1led, but
tnet Le woe holding themup for some aedditional glgnatures

and orobably ke would sive them out in the afternoon. That
wes in the morning end in the aftermoon, I thinlk L. Sloore
wes with me, one other newspape: man was with we, cither
Hoore or Croxbton and we met Leo aud ke told us to come down
and he would give them to us. That woe in the sfternoon of
ﬁlat dsy, I don't vemowber what the day was though.

{. Did you give it sny publiication, the inTormetion you ob-

(i

teined, when you Tirst gpoke Yo him and he zaid e had

-

neen
holding it for. further nuec.

A. Te, I held it until He gave we pe.mission - until he

gave we the ofiicial news of it. Of course I hod uo way
of using it until the sfternoon. I reprosent & morning

papeT .

¢. How long was that alter the petvitions hwd in fret baen

Tiled with the Becretary.

4. I do mot vewember the x exsct time. In fact, I gian't




£, Well, if I happen to be meling the rounds I divide up,

—~E&-
rpow at that time hut whet they werc Just filed, and I .
understood that after that that this was sowe 81X days
after, but I do mot kmow of course whother lr. sleyer
considered them lepally filed six days before or not.
¢. How soon after you received this information from Lt .
Meysr daid the publicatiom of the faclts appear in the Kan-
sas City Jjournal?
A. Nemt morning.

Q. Have you u copy of thati icsue.

il
i x'j], i
‘i.' ll]lil;“!! II l||

A. T have not got it with me. I might poscibly be able
: I

to get it. q

¢. Can you recall the date.

A no;‘I cannotb .

é. Will you obtain it and let us have it for this record?
A. T will try to, T think probably I can got 1t.

. You may state whether it appcared in the Oklahoma State
capital the same morning 1t appeared in the Journal.

A. Well, I don't kmow as to that. I did not see the Cap-
ital. I do not get it on exchange.

@. What are your relations with other stall correspond-

ente as to giving thew your veluable dopc.

and if one aslks mo sbout & story, I give it to them. I

am in the same office with Ilr. Post and we dope pach other
up pretty well.

Q. How did you regard thet information, &g & £co0p or &

matter for gemeral information.

4. T aidn't ¥mow at Tirst but what I had a scoop on it,

when I sew Leo, becsuge possibly T thought he had forgotien

about it and would mot think enything more about it. ihen I kP
got it I asked him the gquestion in & casual manner and did ‘ %

not say anytling ebout it, but when I was coming down from
the convention hall with another men, I then knew it would b

go clear around. I was not going out of my way to tell
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0. You may stete whether it wus generally diseeminated ithen.
A. Yes, I think practically every newspeper had it

0. Same d&ey.

A. Yes sir, gob it' the same day.

3. Prom your knowleodge of the other newspaper mell and

the informstion they had, do you Tnow wWhother this natter
wee s matber of news, or open %o publicity prior to thie
{time that ~you got “the infTormetion from lir. leyer.

A. UWell, asg far as I am concerned, 1 know it was not.

My impression was at 1ho time bthat nobody elre hed it be-
fore that. I don't Imow it To ve an absolute fact. |
Q. Do you read the Oklahoma City papers.

4. The Oklanomeh. The times once in a while.

Q. Had sny publication ol the filing of these petitions
ocourred in the Oklahoman prior to the time you spesk of.
A, To, I don't think =o.

. Do you read the other vapers which have abaff correspond-
ents here daily?

A, Wo, the Oklshoman is about the only . one, that T get,
Lesides my own paper on exohange;

R. Had you any knowledge of a Mugkogee paper gliving any

publicity to this watter prior to the time it appeared

here.

A. I believe I did. 1T Boem to have a recollection that the
Times-Uemocrat got 1t the day belore.

. The dmy befowve you published it or the day you re-
ceived the information.

A. I dont remember, but 1t geems to me now that they

4id have it the day beforethat.

©. Do you mix eround with the peonlae of Guthrie pretty
generally horo, that is since your residence here?

lout of my news SoUrces. are among the

A. not so vory much.

State oflices.

¢. Do you visit the Vharber of Uommerce and gel information




“Trom a newepaper standpoint.
L oerom Parx P

wmatter..

there? ‘ B A
A. Ho, I don't visit any local sources at all; except
poseibly the distriet or superior court once in a while.
Q. Prom your information as to the sentiment of the people
of Guthrie and your association with the people, what do
you know of their purposes and intention to take legal
steps at all times to protest or object to any proceedings
having for thelr purpoce the location, relocabtion or
removal of the capital prior to the time Fixed in the
enabling =zct.

4. I do mot, exceit julging from the history :of the past.
They usnally fight every proposition that comes up that
looks like it might be an attack on the state copital.They
geem to be ready to fight every propogition of that kind,
and defend the

Q. The fort,

A Yes gir.

Q. Ir. Hall, what is mocant in newspaper phraseology by the
term "holding up" a matter, that is referring to what

Hr. Meyer said that he was holding this up for Furiher mames.
A, Well in tho sense that he used it if he hed & legitimate

exense for holding it wp, I would congider it all right

. What do you mean by the term that it was not given pub-
licity - that it was not completed. '

A. T inferred Zxm at the time that it was not completed
sufficlently to give it out. Phat wes what he told me. I
did not know when the petitions were Tiled-

4. Did you make any examination of any record which he

called your attention to in regard or in relation to the

A. T don't remember. I saw some papers. I saw the peti-
tions.
4. You saw the petitions.

A. Yee sir, ond my impression is that they were filed Tive



notlce that they were going to be filed if T remember

o

or six days before that. I did not however, paey wuch éttan- |
tion to it at the time. The impression I have now is

that the facet is, I em quite certain that they had been

filed at lease six days before that,-buﬁ 1 do not know.

Q. Do you now recall what publications were made in the
Oklahoma City papers, 1if anything, with relerence to

Guthrie having slept on her rights.

‘w‘ ["WH
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A. The Oklahoman perlly said that Gubthrie petitioners had

glept on their rights and allowed five days to expire without

i
l')l

teking action - without filing objections.

G. Was that the Tiret notice youw saw of the matter, in the
Oklghoma Yity papers?

A. I do not remember whether that wag the day that thej
had the news or whether or not it was somebtime subseqguent
to that.

Q. I believe ybu.sﬁated you had seen no notice of this in
any publication prior to the time you had this talk with
Mr. Moyer.

A. To, I had not seeﬁ it. It seems poseibly later on

I saw something in the Times-Democrat that appeared the
afternoon before the morning that we got it. The Okla-
homen had kept =till about it and had not sald anything

in ragand to the petitions and had not gilven any advance

correctly.

Q. You nay state from your knowledge of the oonduot ol the
affairs of the Oklahoman and its publications and its
manner of obtaining information at this place, whether

it w.g 1ts custom to publish the departméntal news here
deily?

A. Yes gir. Sometimes they would hold storice over like
other papers.

Q. Do you know whether they had at thet timé a stalf cor-

respondent in the city of Guthrie.
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4. Yos sir:

¢. Who daily publiched ke news in regard to state offices,
A. Yes, some of the news. Sometimes though ‘hey would hold

gtories over for & day or two before they published 1t.

CROES EXAMINATION BY MR LEDEETTIR

Q. Did I understend you to =8y ty. Wall that the Oklahoman
hed not published anything concerning the intention to

b file this petition.

A. Mb, T aid not mean Lo say that.

Q. Az a matter of faet 1t ddid pﬁblish Trom time to time
$hat this petition would bc‘filed and thet it was beling

0 cirenlated.

M A. Yes sir. I meant that they aidn't advise the day when

it would be filed.

Q. You mean before time T

A. Yes, which is usﬁally the ousto. Chey usnally glve some

advance notice of it - immediately before it is filod.

Q. You say that you happenod to think one day about lhe
confcmplated f3ling of these petitions and asked
Mr. Meyer if they had been filed.
. A. Yes.
j_é;“ﬁé prowptly told you that it had been filed.
A. Yes sir.‘ |
Q. He told you he was expecting some additional names to be
Q‘ filed on one of the petitions.
| 4. Yos - that morning.
Q. Did he say that he had withheld from the public the infor-
wation that the petitions had been filed some days befoere
that?
4. TNWo gir, he did not say anything about it at the time,
except that he was walting for additional nemes and that

y e would let us kmow in the afternoon.
|
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! | G. Did you make any efifort to sée how long the petitions

| had been filed. | - !

A. Well, I looked at the record, but I do not remember tho
exact time th.t they had been filed béfgre.

@. You looked at the record.

A. Well, I looked at the pétitions, not the petitioms but the

record of the filing.

. His record book.

A. Yes sir.

}‘f Q. You looked at the DLook in which he kept all of the iﬁi—
tiative and referendum petitions filed.

A. Yes gir.

Q. Thet was on the same afternoon thet you had incuired of

him. '

As I think I looked at that the next day, I am not sure though.
| (. He showed you the record.

 1? A* Oh yes.

- 0. That record showed that the petition had been filed on the

' £let day of July didn't 1t7

A. I donn't romember.

(.. Where was the record.
i } A. Well I think it wes in that record there (Indicating)

;‘1 Q.. Were you familiar with the place where that record had been

kept before that time.
A, No, I had not been in the habit of going to the
regords here.

T.  You had not bcen.

=

. Mo gir.

£2

. He didn't withhold eny information from you at all.

b=

o sir, and for thalt reason I never went to the records.

(v And he promptly gave you the information.

A, Yesg gir.
il . And when you asked him to show you the record, he sghowed
you the record.

A, Yes gir,.
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REDIRECT EXAMINATION BY JUDGE BURTORD. R
g. But you understood from the informétipn that he gave
you that you did not have permission to publish it uvntil
he turned it loome.
A. Yeg, I understood that.
8. You say that prior to that time on ésking for news that
he had generally given you oub aeverything of & public char-
actoer?
A. Yes - he ig one of the best men around.the state houce.
¢. He never har veguired you to go to the records to find
out the gources of this information.
A, Ho, mo.

(. You say it wss in the emall room off from this room

‘
.

That's where I looked at it, I am not gure where he
got it.

. Wow that 's the room kept by Mr. lieyor as his privaete
office ig it not.

A. Yes.

n. The large room adjoining that ig where the clerical force
works mogtly.

A. Yes sir.

¢. That's where the business of thepublic is generally

-tranuwcted.

A. In there, yes osir - now thut publication of mine will
show the debe on which I published it and that was the day
pefoxe after I got 1T.
Q. You got it the day before it sppeared in the Xenses City
Journal?
A. Yes gir.
(. When was that.
4. I aia not make any vecord al that time to fix it in
ny mind, not ¥nowing that I would bo called here.
2. That's a good.pr0positioﬁ of law
(Langhter)
A. T will sey thet my impression Wad ot that time thet 1t



;
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wag Ti

1led six days belfore and my impresgion iz now that it

hed boen Tiled at lesst six days before then.
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i | ' 1.6 Goodwin, a witness for the objec%ofﬁ;ﬂ fﬁrst
being duly sworn to Testily to the Lruth, the whole truth
; end nothing but the truth, deposes and saye:!

\1 ‘ DICDECT BAAMIWATION BY JUDCE -BURHORD.

| v, Statc your neme?

A. B.L.Goodwin.

¢. Where do you reside.

A. Guthrie.

Q. How long have you lived in Guthrie.

A. For about threo yoaris.

41 G, What is ¥our business.
ﬂi A Correspondent for the Dallas news.
e . Q. How long have you been in the nexépaper buszineas.
i A. About twentyOone years.
i 0. Doeg the Pallas news maintain an office in the City of
Guthrie.
A. Yes sir.
Q o. You are the manager of that office.
W A. Yes sir.
¢. You do the gathering of mews and the traonsmitting of 1t
for publication.
A. A portion of it, yus sir.
Sogro- You may state what your custom or habit hes been in visit-

ing the verious state ofilices for departmental news and

matters of public importance.

A. Ugually, twice & day 1. make {the Tounds visiting places,
in +he worning between 10.00 and 12.00 oclock and in the

i afternoon after 4.00 o'clock.

K 0. Wfere you in the Uity of Guthrie last July?

}pj A. Yog sir.

0. You may state whether or not you visited the Socretary of
! State's office daily for information.

A. Yeg sir.

¢'. How do you get your inTormation Ffor publication 8t the

‘ Gecretary of State's office, by examining vecords or
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migsions. We kmow where. thoy are kept and we u%ually get

that ourselves.

0. What wes the custom of the office as Lo answering your

inguiries for matters of information.

A. Always very frvee.

Q. Well, you may gtate whetber they furnished it or denied

it to you.

]
i
i
i

A.Always gave it to us very freely.

f. State from your information as to whether they generally
i | gave you all wetters of public importance.-
A. Well, if anything was omitted, it was usually an OVer-

gight and when perhaps 1 called and asked my cuostions they

i might overlook it, but as & general propogition they mlways
'k cave me what I agkod for”
Q. As a newspaﬁer ran of long expertkence, how would you re-
gard it as a metter of news, the filing of petitions on the
matter of locating, relocating or removal of the capital.
@% A.Great importence to the state.
Yi ‘ Q. How would you have considered the omigsion to give in-
formation of the Tact that such petitions werc On file %o
f“yqqf‘inquiries about metters of public news.
A. Well, if it was purposely withheld, I would be kind of
gore about it.
(Laughter)
4. Would you regard that éf sueh importaﬁce that.it wonld
not ordinarily be omitted as a matter of importance.
L. Yes sir.
\‘ . Think you ought to have it?
A. Yes pir-
| G. Whet was the first informetion you received from any
] soufce as to the Tiling of these petitions.
L. I think it wds on the afterncon of 4the day the matter

becanme pubiic. 1 came in and applied the usual guestion




- the people of guturie as o whether OT not they would kick

to Nr. Meyer Lf there wabtanything doing ard he Hotd

ue about these petitions having been {iled and &8s Ilrécall
it he said his memory had beend jogged by Hall, either that
morning or thut afternoon. I do fiot remember the date, but
I do say as 1 recall it that 1 peled him when the petitions.
hed been filed end he said five or gix- days &E0, put it wae
on the sane date that Hall got his information.

¢. Whom did you firet obtain the intormation from.

A, Hr. Meyer.

o, Mr. leyer pnimeelf?

A, Yes.

4. You had not peen Hr. Hall.

4. Wo gir.

Q. Did you have 8ny conversation with him then ag to why he
had not given it out as & matter of news before.

A, T talked with him, but T do not recall the conversation
in detail - theve wag something caid about more NANES and I
neked him how long it had peen here and 48 1 recall 1% he
sgid either fawe OF gix days and I gnid they would rick egeinst
tnem snd he said, N0, the time had passed. That was the
patter I was interested in more Thom anything eloe.

¢. What wa g your information in view of your asaociation.with

i1 they had a chanceé.

A My-information ig thuet they were pyeparing and watching

for the petitions to be filed, for the purpose of protest.

In fact I hed talled with lir. Solberg snd probably Judse Dale P B
and that was the informetion - that they plOpO“Gd to object.
Q. Had you spformation prioT to that time that these peti- if
tiong were Delng cirenlated.
4. Yes sir.

{. had you made Some NEWSs jtems of that character to your

DEPET .
A, Yes sir.

¢ Hed you seen any publioations of the information that theue




fha Yes sir. g
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petitions woere f£iled prior to the‘fime {that you spesk of,
that Lir. kMeyer called your attention to Lt

A. Wo eir, but that he told me that it had been published

in a luskogee peper, the Times-Democrat and that's onc of the
papers that T ugually read very carefully, but I failed %o
see it. It could have beon in thetw however, and I not found
it '

W. What is your relation with the othor news gtaff corrce-
pondents -~ newspaper Mo, -

A. Very friondly.

0, As to exchange of petters of that character.

A. Ugsuelly very cordisl.

. If they hod have poscessed this information prior tu

that time for publication, according to your usual custom,
would you heave had the privilege of us sing 1t.

A. Well, they might not have ropeated it. 1t might have been
given to them as & matter of confidence which they would not
have violated.

. I believe you have & kind of code of honor amongst your-

selves that anyone that pives you informaticn and asks you

not to publish it that you don't.

0. Yam correspondents  Follow that. i
A. Yes sir. :
. Especially 1o officinls. _ §
A. Yes spiv..

(uestion by Fr. Crons.

. What time a day Was it thot Mr. Meyor told you sbout the
filing of the petitions.

A, I think it was around between three and five o'clock in i




P.10.Moore, & wWitnéss for the Objectors, first be-

ing duly sworn to testify to the truth, the whole truth ahd”

nothing but the truth, deposes and scays:

DIRECT EXANINATION Y
JUDGE BURIORD.

0. state your name.
A P.T.Moore.
. Where &o you live?
A. Guthrie.

Q.wa lone have you lived in Guthrie.
A. About two years..

. What busineos.

A NewsPap@r‘man.

G+ What pape.g do you repregent?

A. The Oklaboman among others.

Q. What do you mean by the Oklshoman.

4. The Daily Oklshomen of Oklshoma City.
", That's a daily newspaper published at Oklahoma City.

A, Yes sir.

(. State whether or not that paper eireulates extensively
throughout the State. of Oklehoma.

A They have about four times the circulation of any other
_newspapcr in the state. |

(Latghter)

&. Does it ecirenlate pencrally and extengiwely in ihe City of
Guthrie.
A. Yes sir, they have o good circulation in the City of
Guthrie.

0, Heve a good circulation here.
A. Yee gir, but I don't kmow $het 1t is larger than the conm-
pined circulzstion of the other pupers hers.
&. (Laughter)

0, Whet do your duties coneist of &8 & newspaper reporter

in the city oi Guthrie Tfor the Oklehoman.

A, To gather all the E;z; of interest to the

and of interest to Guthrie.

state generally




G. Prior to the Tiling of the initistive petitions in contro-

yéryy in thie case, were you aware of the Tsct thet such
potitions were Leing cireulated for signatures in the. State
of Oklahoma.

A. I heve heard so.

4. Did yon kmow of the fect thst such petitions were to De
filed at the btime they were filed?

A Wo sir.

Q+ When was the first information received by you sg to the
filing of these petitions.

A. Well, it was on the day preceding the goneral publication
throughout the state thet these petitions had been Filed.
. Up to the date of the publicmtion of that informetion,
you visited the Secretary of State's office for the purpose
of obtaining news for the purpose of rulilication. '

Ao I-did, practically every day.

Co What wes your mesns of obtdining information which you
desired for publication, search of records, or by inguiry?
A+ Why we took the charters direct from ihe documents them—
selves snd sometimes dfrom inguiries, but we searched no
recgords.

Q. Referring to your own individusal custom, what was your

custom or hablts as to meking dinguiries at the Cecretary's

Tofiice for matters of public importance and for publica-

tion?

A. It might be & week before I would ever make an inguiry.
I would come and look at the charters =na get the charters
and go on out and if there wos anything T wanted to ask,

I would ask.

k. Have you gince 1earnod who filed the petitions with

the Secretury of State.

A. No gir, I do not Xmow.

e Was you sequainted with the party.'

4. T have forgotten his name.




AL Yes sir.

5. Tewburn - You don't kmow Ir- Tewburn: -

A, No oir.

0. Did you mukc any inquiry ni the ofiice of Secretary of
state for inlormation as to the filing of these petitions
priot to the tiﬂe thie information wis gonerally published
that you have gpoken about.

A. Well on that quesfion judge, I aw not cortain. I may
possibly'huve in the months thet thoge petitions were belng
gonerally circulated, I may bave asked gomething about it,
but whether during the interval that they were Tiled and
between that time and the time 0of “he general publieation
of the faqt, I do not kmow, but I would think honestly that
I did not.

¢.That is the week or two preceding the time {thet the infor-
mation was published generally.

A. Yos eir - I know it was not in my mind.

Q. Is the news th.t is pullished in the Oklaohoman under
Guthrie daite line, in reference 4o matbers occuring in

the verious mim departwents of state, sent to that papor

by you for publication ag & rule .

A. Mot always, but as & rule 1% 1%.

0. Wae it about that vime in July.

¢, And you szy you had no informetion &% to these petitions
being on file, as o the dste of the Liling, and the day this

genersl publication went out?

A, Ho wir.
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 ¢.JM.Serchet, a witness for the-objeotoré}‘ﬁéiﬁ@“first
duly sworn to testify to the truth, the whole ‘truth dnd” no-
thing but the truth, deposes and saye:t

PIRECT EXAMINATION BY JUDCE BURFQRD.
0. State your nowo.
A-C.1L. Barchet. 5-A-FwC-H-E-T.

G, Where do you reside.
A, Guthrie.
0. How long have you 1ived in Guthrie?
4. Ten yéars. ;
%. Whet is your bhusiness.
A. Wewsnaper correspondent.
q. How long have you becn in the newopaper pusiness and &
correspondant.
A. 16 yeaTrse-
G. What papers ao you.yeprosent in Guthrie.
A. T repregent & syndicate éf newsparers outside the state,
ineluding lhe Globe Demoerat at Sb- Louis &nd others.
;. Do you maintain an office in the Lity of Guyhrie®
A, Yes sir.
¢+, Is thet for the purpose of gathering information to be
publiched in the papers you reprecent.
5. Yes sir.

-Luu..What heg beern your custom, OT what was it Teat July,
with refevonce To vigiting stetle ofTices and obtaining
information from the various state departments for pub-
lication?

L. 1 visit the state pflices only oocegionelly .1 juet
pandle what we teIm the biggest gtuff and.I have arrange-
monte made with other men bY which we exXchange, which makes
it unnecessary Ior mC to vieit all of them. '

0. As & newspaper nal of & number of years experiehece, what
clegs of informetion would you consider the filing o ini-
tiative petitions neving for their purpose'the Jocation,

or velocstion oY removal of the State capital.
A, T would comsilcer 3% of telegraphic importance, which is

)
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1nhﬁewspaper cirqies gonaidered the best class of news.
Q. How many different persens have you arrangements with
i for the gathering ol mews of such cherscter as you use.

! A. Three or four other gorrespondents.

3 0. Are they the persons who are engaged &s gtallf corres-
pondente for other papers here. |

A, Yes sirv.

Q. You moy state whether or not you received gny informa-
| tion of eny character of the filing of these petitions

;l prior to the date it occurred in the Kansae C1ty Jquxnal.
A. None whatever. _

o. Did you give out any telegraphic jnformation as o
the filing of these petitions.

% A, If I remember correctly, 1 dld.

Q ., Do you remember the date.

» L. T do mot. I Jusd remember of the metter coming up at

fhe time that it did and the fact that they h.d been filed

h{ for gometime before we wmew snything sbout it.

| ¢, Do you NoOwW recall whether oY not you were at the Secre-
tary's ofiice during thet time bvetween the f£1ling of the
petitions and the publication.
A. Vo sir-

~-my Do you read the nowspapura_puhlishea throughout the gtate
and circulsting throughout the state.
4. Proctically 21l of them. :
Q. You muy state whethor or not there wWes any notice &p-

neared in aly of these papers bhetween the dste of the

£41ling of these petifions and the date of the article &ap-
pesring in the ggate Capital and the Leader here.

A. If I vemeuwber ecorrectly, there w&b nothing of the kind
published in the state in the papers 1 gaw. I look over

therm daily.

Q. Did you hefr ony general expression ol the people of

Guthrie immecdistely siter the information wes given outb

that they had been +1led as Lo why the intformation had not




?njects wag o watch the capital propesition closely and tuke

A. T think thers was gonoral “discussion’s

emong the citizens generally. I heard quite & good desl’ of

it om the streets in regard to why the matter had not been
made public before.
0. Do you know what The sentimcat and feeling of the olti-
zeng of Guthrie were &g to ﬁaking action Lo prevent any ac-
tion on the capital ques stion.
A. Ny understanding is that that is one of the main ob-
jects of the Commercial Club orgenization of the city, to
wateh Lhet closely, so that they will be ready &t any time
{10 take whatever action is nececfary.
g. If this inTormation had beon in the possession of news
correspondents prior to the time it was published 1n the
Capital and Jourmal, you wou d have weceived information
of it from your news gathering force.
4. T think theve is no doubt of that

CROSS BXANINATION BY MR. LEDBETTLR.
Q. You say one of the chief purposes of the wuthrie Board
of Trade or Vommercial Club is to wage 2 fight on this
capital c¢uestion.
A, T esid it wasnmy understanding thuat one of the main ob-
whatever action was necessary.
n. You understand that oxgannuatlon desires to keep the cap-
ital at Guthrie?
A. Yeg gir - that would be my opinion about it. I do
not knmow what other more important object they could be
organiged for.
¢. That's the general purpose of its existenco-

A. Onc of the geneval purposes, yes gir.
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Barl Crpxton.;agwifﬂessv

duly sworn to testify 1o {the truth, th

ing but the truth, deposes and says:
EXAMIN&TIOH‘(DIRECT) 7Y JUDGE BURFORD
| . Gtale your rEme.

A. Barl Croxton.

(7 Where do you regide.

A, Guthrie.
f. How long have you 1ived in Ghthrie?

A. T years.

5. What is your business.

A, Newspaper corresgpondent.

G. How long have you been & correspondent for the news-

paperi.
A. T have been & sorrespondent Lor newspanpers » in newspaner

in Guthrie all put ome year of seven.

gspecially in the lest ¥

business
¢. What paper do you represent, car?

4., The Wichitz Lagle.
ffice herc.

o, Does the Wichita Bagle maintain an o

A. Yen sir.

0. Are you the mangger of that office.

A. Yesg sir.
A WUhet were Your MCUNS, or custom &s to obtainiae informa-

tion Tor publication as a matter of news lest July?
4. I usually made the rounds of all the stute offilces where

I could usually get news and occagionally met people from
vaorious narts ol the atete and got matters from them and from

the exchanges-
. You may staté during the period petween the tinme of the

filing of the petitions in controversy and the time the in-
Formatlon wad publiched in the State Capital, Lesder and Jour-
nal and other paptis, whether you visited The Yeorebory s

office each day Tor noWsE.
aim to neke each day.

A. Yes Bir, tnat's the one office I
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Q. How did&joﬁ“dﬁfain“ﬁheﬁitems{ by pefEond inspe
of the records, or by inquiries. |
4. Yes gir, the charters are all kent in a bunch and the
paroles and other general matters of thaot nature arée usually
f kept on the desk in fhe large room in there. We go in

?;L there and #f we see lir. Meyers or ilr. Crogs we. ask them and

they have elways given us everything in connection with the

office. I mever have taken snybthiay from the records mysell,
except the charter stull.

Q. You uway stabe whether or not it iz usnal in that office
for +the Secretary or his assgistant to give you the items

7;‘ of intereet for publication.

A. Yeg sir, either in answer to inquiries or they step in
and give 4t to us. It's Tthe one office where we have ebery-
thing given voluntarily.

Q. Bow do wou repard that office as a cource of dnformation
for publication.

A. It ie uwenally news of a routine nature, bvut it is m¥keeEys
matters that we always try to got - probably not as big sto-
rigs ae we get in sowe other ofiices, as it is generally
routine.

0. Had you received any informetion as to the cireulating of

fmwﬁhﬁﬂe petitions prior to-.he time of filing.

ﬂ A. I h.od from the various exchanges, and I noticed in the

[ ' Oklahoman end obher papers thet they were ciroulating then
‘ “throughout the state.

J n. Trom the information you haed were you anticipating that

’ they were to be Tiled in the Secretary ou State's oiiice.
A. I hai anticipated it before they were filed, but up to

. that time there héd been a kum¥k little lull in it. I was
not expecting it that day, but I was oxpoeting it sometime.

1 Q. What effofts were you making aside from the genoral cource

of vour business Lo ascertain that they would be filed.

A. I thinl I agked Judge Ledbetter on one or two occasions

when they cxpected to file them and I would also aslk when




1 . .
Chamber of Commerce - otherwise I may have beon only waiting

Tor them to be filed.

f. Did you have any inforuation that the Oklahoma Gity
Ghamber of Yommorce was interested in the circulation oif
the petitions and The filing of them?

ar I don't ¥mow about the chamber of commerce, but thoe
Susiness Men as a body. Mr. Ames und Mr. FNewburn were

in charpe of the f£ield work, but as a matter of reading,

I knew they were circulating them and the business mon were
behind it.

G. What was your relation with fhe other newspaper corres-
pondents as to exchauging news you had. ‘

A. I had no regular errangement with anyone, butb usually
whenever rushed and the offices were scattered, I will
trade and they will make gome other departwent and trade,
hecause we cannot make the whole field.

0. Hud yo. any informstion from any source as to the filing
of these petitions from the date they were filed - at the
date they werc filed.

A. No sir.

Q. Did you have any infermetion as to them having beon filed

up to the time thet the news was published generally sone

--gix or seven days afterward.

A. Yeg sir, I hsd - the day before it was published.

. Vhat time a day.

L. I was coming over on the hill - I think it nmst

have been about noon, or a little after 15.00 o'clock,
sbont that, anl we camce down and about at the Carneple
Librery, I wes with Mr. Hall of the Journal, and iy, Meyer
stopped ug and told us that 1t had been filed and we werc
free to use themn.

Q. What 4id you do then--

4. T went to the homwse and got dinner and put in & call
for the News, Oklahoma City news and they publighed 1t tke

mweningzheforexthexmprning ikzappedred insEnE s Xans




G. Was that the

i

evening before the morning 1%t

Lansas City Journal.

A, Yeo-

9. Do you pemenber the date od thdt publication?
A, Mo sir. 1 ned o call in pefore 1 came Up- I_wanted-a
copy of the PEDBY T told them it was about the erth, +
judged, it was b or 6 daye after they had been filed-
&z fEywmEWhot time in the day did you get that inforvation

from Mr. Hejel.
A. T think 1t wes about 12.00 o'elock. 1 think lr. Mayer was
going home 4o ainner. I B0 a1l the way irond 12.00 to 1.00.

1t was at the noon hour though -
Q. Are you acquainted with the office hours of the seoretary’
A. T think his office hours aro about like 2 newapapel

men's. e goed when he can

Q. I mean opening and closing”
L. To, T aon't. I think they clowe in tho evenlng ahout
5.00 o8clock and at noon when not rushed at 12.00, ut T

don't lmow what the regular hours B Q.




Robert Solberg, & witness for the objectoe

ing duly sworn to testify to the truth, the whole fruth and

nothing but the truth, deposes ans says:

DIRECT BXAMIEATION BY JUDGE BURFORD.

. State your nauoc.
A. Robert Solherg.
Q. Where do you live Jr. Solborg.
A, Guthrie.
G. How long have you lived in Guthrie?
A. A 1little ovexr seven yoalrs.
. What is your business’
A. Banking businest.
¢, What bank?
A. Guthrie HUational.
% What is your position.
A, Cashier.
in
0. Are vou acguainted pretiy gencrally witk the
Guthrioc.
A, Yes sgir:
Q. Fou may state whether you have any knowledge

the purposes and intentions the City of Cuthrie

_iprgtest against the registing of any movement Lowards the

removel of the capital or rolocation of the capital prior to

the time specified in the pnebling sot.

A. Agm soon ag it became knovn that the petitions had been
f£iled the citizens of Guthrie became active in filing &
protwst and as & member of the Chamber of Commerce, I at-

tended meetinge where weo made plans to look after the matter

and for our attorneys To represent uL.

0. That mesting you gpeak about was tmmediately after the

information was given out that they had beecn filed.

A, Yes sir.

Qe 1T was digcupced in the chamber of Yommerce that you had

prior to the time the petitions were filed, as

ag to what

were to.

to taking sction

City of




 whenever 'the. matter arése.

A, Yes sir, that had been talked that as soon as they were
filed, the citizens would take action in the mattcr.

0. How soon after these petitions were Tiled wag it until

von had any information that they hed been filed, do you
remember T

it wne after the time limit for

L. Ag near s I recollect,

Lhw

£iling protests, whatever the time 1limit is, hed expired-

Q. Did you have any information on this gubject that they

nad boen filed until the newspapers published the fact.

A. I believe I got the information from some reporter about

the time that the Leader came out with it, or some paper
came out witi it..

Q. Tou attended the weeting of the Chamber of Comerce imme-

distely efter the publishing of the news.

A. Yes sir.
¢, And there you say the action wes taken providing for the

taking of as complete action ag posrible 0pposﬂed to itY

A, You sir.
OROGE RBXANMINATIOW BY MR. LEDBETTER.

G. You ®wre & member of the Guthrie Board of Trade.

4. Yes gir.

__@._And you have employed atiorneys to fight the holding

of elections on the question oo to whether the Capital shall

ve vemoved, or relocated?

4. Ve have employed stlorneys to repregent the Chamber of

Commerce in the matter and the citizens, to take action -

if the petitions had - or if the filing of the petitions

had been made lmown when they were filed, to proevent

getion being leken ag to romoval of the capital.

Q. To prevent any aclion on the part of the people to romove

it abt all.

A. Any illepal =sction.

Q. Your purpose Wi to prevent an eleciion on the question

as to whether or not the capital should be removed?




A T oannot ay as o

employed attorncyu to repre sent us.

~ . Whet instructions did you give the attorneys.

A. T porconally gave them nonc. We appointed & committee

to do that and as & member of the Chamber of Yommerce, wWe

merely appointed the committec.

interrupting-~-Hot that wo ocere anything vhout
that
i%t, but the objectiong/have been made are in Wy

swtendpoint, the relations

Llr. Horner
iting and

gpeak Lor the meelveg. From a legal

vetween Client snd Attorney arc not open to exsmination, but

an Tar as the facte ore concerned, our objectlons are On file,
ghowing what objections have heon riade -

0. You say you werc nov informed thet the petitions had been

e

Filed unbil sfter it was too lete to file a protest.

Le My undorstending wod that when it wes made known that the

4ime limit was passed Tor £ilins objecctions.

G. Had you ewployed counsel before that time, or aid you

employ them to male thig Tight.

A. T gould not say, I am cecond vice Treosident snd could only

act in the sbuence of the president and {Livet vice president,

and I don't attend 211 the meetings and 1 could noT S8y

2. Then youw really dpdn't imow what kind of & Tight was

going to be made 4id you.

A. Hotl altogether.




o H.Mertindble, & witneus for the Objectors
fipst hoving been duly Lworh to testify to the truth, the
whole truth and nothing but ithe ruth, deposes and EOTE S

DIRECT TIAVINATION BY JUDLE BURFORD.

£, Stalo your name.
A. G H.Martindale.

¢. Where do Jou live.

L. 810 11, Cleveland, Guthrie.

¢. How long have Fou 1ived in Guthrie-

iy

5. Pive years last May .

. Whai i your busine s,

A. Ivon and steel busineds.
Q. Wpat is your +elation to the buginegs orgenization

of the City of Ghthrie?

4. Swmmhmx President of the Chember of Commerce .

0. Were you prosident Last July.

A. Yes cir.
g. About how many members has that orgenisation of the

puginese men of Cuthrie?
n, About one hundred ond seventy-five or one hundred end

somewhere along there.

eighty,
.ents the business interes

. State whether that repre: ts in

the city gemerally.
4. It repreceonts tne general buginess inter.ete of the

elty.

0. All clasges of businest.

A. Yeg sir.
Q. You may state what you know of the purpoces and
on of the citizens of Guibrie to take guch action

r o resist any efforts

intenti
at any bLime as 18 DTORC to locate,
r to the time Dpro-

or relocate or remove the copital prio

ally opposed to taking any getion to remove it

to the Time gspecified 1in the ensbling act and will A
"
o

i, We are mutur
prior

'\ vided in the enabling ocb.
i
]
ot 1ine prior to that time.

4 eht any movement along Tt




n talks

atpte whether or not it had bee

&
guch procecdings during thaet

of Coumerce to resist any

period.

Oklahoma City was circulating

A, - It was talled of after
sueh a petition, enlling en election and we had it up and
appointed soue gpecial committees, and it wes their inten-
tion o wateh 1t clogely and if anything wes f£iled to protest

it.

g. You may shale what information you ap President of the
Chamber of Commerce had as to the filing of these petitions
prior to the general publication of the inTormalion in the

and Leader and other newsparers.

Staie Capital,
I 'hé;d. 1C‘ft

4. Well, I was out of the city at the time.
ething along about the Z2nd or gsrd of

guthrie 1 +hink &o
ng not herve at the

July and wes gone for three weels and I w

iling of the petitions.

ormetion in the NeWEPaPer s

time of the £
G. The publication of the inf

wap the first you kmew of it.

A. Yes sir.
OROSS WXAMINATION pY R LEDBETIER.
1 attention were You

Q. You were giving this matter specia

.. pot?
A. Prior to the time of thio £iling?
7. Yes sir?

A. We eimply had & committee to look after it
G. But as President of the Chepbor of Commerce, you had

thic matter especially in. charge did you not?
A, Yo, mnot specially-
o I+t wes o matter of greab moment to the people of the

City of Guthrie.
A. Yeg gir.
Q. Naturally it was--

A. Yes sir.




Q. Was it not an importent matter thet yours Chamberi oy

l.

Pil!ﬁi
il mw[wf,’ ity |i!:]

e
'l '”

nad in charge, the wetching of any petitién that ﬁight be
filed huviﬁg for ite object +the locating, relocating or
removel of the capital.
A. Certainly, it was a matter of greet lmrortance.
G. Matter of great importance”
A. Yes sir.
6. You were looking for it.
4. Yes sir, not esgpecially.
4. You had o number of gpecial comittees
A. Yes sir.
Q. NWow thenm, you are exX ofiicio chairmsn of all these com-
mittees:
A. Yes sir.
G. And you were &X officio chairman of this cormittee were
you not.

A. Well, I think this committee had been permenently organ-
ized snd they hed a regular chairmen appointed, but I would
have been in the absence of the regular chairman.

0. Youw would have heen?

A, Yes eir.

Q. The watching of this petition was & matter you had in

mind end was going to give sttention.

A, IF it was filed and I wxgxhE was et home, I would
have given it attention immediately.

Q. You left the 21gt.

A. I did not say the 2lst - somewhere along the Zlst to
22rd.

¢. You left a day or two after it was filed.

A, After it wag reported.

¢. While you were abpent, your committes did not look after
the. matter.

A. I think they did.

g. They did not find out about it having been filed until




|

lw

i \vlll!l'l i e
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W

I_do n
know it.
0. Your committee didn't find it oub.

A. Our committes was not going to the Seceretary's office.

G. Why didn't they.

.o

A. Waturally the newspaper men wouwld find it out.

G. You trusted to newspaper veorters on this important——(in

terrupted by answer.

A, Of course our people were around and we naturelly(Inter-

rupted with question)

Q. Yia you instrust your comaitbtee to apply from day Yo day

st to the Secretary of atate's oflice to find out whether ov

not these potitions had been filed.
A. No gir, I didn't.

f. Ig it your information that your committoe didn't agk?
L. T have no information on tth subject.

0. You did not ask whether they did or mnot?

A. HWo gir.
Q. You as chairman of thie particular important committeo
left twwn about ﬁhe_”End.

A. About that date.

2. And while you were ghsent, your committee did not meke

- gny inguiry, 48 to whether or mnot these petitions had boen

filed.
A. 1 do not lkmow.
0. Did they ever .eport to you that they hed.

the Chamberz of Commerce Report?

at they had

A. The members of

4. The members of the committee report th

ks

made any inquiries?

A. T don't know.

n. You don't kmow whether or not they made &any incuiries?

Al
4, I do not ¥mow, no gir.

jent Mr. wartindale.

@. How long were you abs

4. T must have been gome three or four weeks. oomething




Dont you remember the members ofi this im@ortant committee

you' sppointed yourself.

A. ° I ¥now some 0f the members, but I don't remenber who

compoged it.
¢. Who were the members.

A. There were about 20 o¥ 25 of ‘them.

( ¢. You appointed a committee «f &0, eepecially eharged to
wateh the progress of those poetitions to bring onm & vote
on the capitel question. i

L. Bspecislly charged to watch this one proposition?

¢. Mo woteh that proposition.

. In 211 its phases and developments?
A. Yo sir

Q. 4And your information is that no nember of the conmitbee

)

applied to the ofiice ol the Secrelary of gtate to find outb
whether or mot such & petition had been filed.

ik 4. As I explained before, I 40 not ¥now.

G, Your information ig & blank on that subject?
A. I have not made inguiries as to whether they did or not-

Al
‘ They never told me - I don't ¥mow whether they inquired or

?\ nod.

Vil g




‘A.O;Earqﬁhérébn,“‘
duly sworn to testify to the truth, the wHol

ing but the truth,&deposecs and says:

PIRECT RBXAMINATION BY JUDGE BURFORD. -

State your name.

)
A, A.0.Farqubarson.

Wpere do you reside.

Buthrie.
flow long have you 1lived in Guthrie®
A. About 2O years.

0. What is your business.

A, Clothing business.

0. What official position do you oceupy.

4. layor of the City.

Q. How long have you been mayor.

A. I have been I think since the 3Zrd of last May.

0. Are you aéquainted penerally with the people of the
City of Guthrie.

A. Yeg sir, I think I am.

Q. Are you acquainted with the general sentiment, PUTPOSES
“---gnd intention of the people of Guthrie with refercnce to
their intention regarding any eftforts to remove or relocale
the capitsal pfior to the time required in the Enabling Act?
A. Yes sir.

What was that purpose and intention.

A, To try snd carry out the provisioms of the LEnabling Aet

as nesr as we could - to prevent any movement of the capital

until the enabling aet said it should be moved, 1913 I

beliasve.

n. Were you here in the ity during bthe month of July, 1909

A. T thing I mmx go. I think I wes heve after the 17th. I

was gone from about the 5th to the 17th.

Q. You were here during the time from the £0th to the




A. Yes gir.

v

Q. Did wyou have any informetion ag lizyor of the Yity from

sny source ag o the filing of initiabtive petivions to

vemove, locale or welocate the capital, until the information
was generally published in the Leader, znd Uapital and Han-
pas City Jourmal and othoer paicre.

. A WWell we hed rumors that there were petifions being oir-

culated and we rather expected that they would e filed,

but we hzd no kmowledge of them being filed until

it weg reported through the papers.

t. You mey stete whether or mot you are & member of the

Chamber of Uomuerce and LRoteilers’' Assoclation.

A. Yeg gir, & member of both of then.

Y

¢, State whetrer or not this subjeet hed been talied o

Fa

in thepe associztlons.

L. T thinlk so - I think they weve talked of. I don't

™

hey were talked of

know of any particular ection taken. T
Cend it wes wnderctood that we world look afte: their inter-

ests when the tiwe cane.

D You gay it vwes 1the purpose of the people %o resist any
moveirent having Tor its purpose the vemovel or velocation of

the capltal prior to fthe time mentioned in the Lnabling

aAct.

CROST TEANIHADION IY LiF, ITDERITL

J. Were you on this gpecinl commititee appointed to look
after this cepitel auestlon.

L. I am not -ight certzin whether I wus or not. I could
not angwer thet - I an on seversl cormibtecs, tut 1 counld
not e certain avout that.

T, Hornev-- -We hove to have s little orsl evideuce that

we cannot get hore todey. It will only ta & very Tevy
=) N 7

pinvies to Finish thaet phose of it. Ve wanid lo putb in =
iittle vecord of 1t Lere snd we would Lile to have tho

opportunity to put ‘hat ium--




“T- 8 tte

admit 1t7

z v, Jlormer - 1t had come up since We have been here. e can

go ahead and practically finigh up =nd get the oart wo desire
within the next {hree or four days.

lir. Leavetter--T would b very much opposed to that. I would
rgthor come back aftew‘supper and take it. e want 1o

make this statement that the pebtitioncrs, while not conced-

ind that the seeretary of Htete st thig timo has any juris-

diction Lo inguire into this matter nt all, are willing end

novi invite opposing counoel to olfer aly {egbimony they may
have, bLending in any way to impeach the regularity or guf-
ficiency of BheiE cither of the two ipitiative petitions

now under consideration, and we are hoIre, ready Lo continue

thie heoding from day to day, nour bto hour until the obh-
jectors are alvorded full and comolete opportunity to inves-
tigate every phase of theoe petitions.

, M. HornerQ—ThiS morning 1 gugrested {that we were loosing
time and that you would want to got away and you suggeatcd that
you Were heve snd had thie month to Iparec 1f neccgsary, cnd

of courze, while T did not bLoke that Titerally, 1 undergtood

that probebly 14 wus not & matter ol very extreme Urgency L0

u.you‘porsonally, and for that reason, at the noon hour, Ve

aid not molke any special effort Lo phone OF cee Juige Vale.

We figured we could finish thig out this afternoon end serhaps

if we uvhould offer any more svidence, 1t wouldn'd yeguire more
{than an hour , put we would congult your pleasure on that -

when it suited you best, 1f you wre ~oing to be hure anyhov .
£ £

ey T . - . . w
iir. hedbelter. To T am nol going to be herc. auyhow 1o this ‘

matter.

T dorner---well Judee dile, We eannot get him mow and -
well, lets put in this other evidenco anyhow &nd then de-
termine ghoul that

Lirs Tedbetbor—---pelore We get ofd thig point, T want to &8k

if ‘you mm have LNY other oral teslimony, only Judge Dale,




(Ho Anuwbx )
e, Purford---Have FTou the original papoers in this cuse -
(Spealang to ¥a- Yross)
M. Crogg herve produces pajpers )
L. Horner-{after looking at pap.rs.) We are looking for
the ones we Filed. Thpy aon't secm to be here. Oh, o8,
here it ig. Let's put in this.
Objectors olffer evidence. Houoc Joint Rosolution of the
legiglature of the Ygnte of Oklahoma Lor the yesr 1908,
being houue joint resolution To. 11 end we would 1like to
nave trat nede a part of the record.
vy, J. R. BO. 11
PROPOSING AN AMBNDMEWT 0 THE COVSTITUTION OF THE
apATE OF OKLAHOLA.

Be 1t Resolved by the Legislature ol the S8tate of Okla-
homa -

Ohat the Tollowing amendment to the constitution

of the state of Oklahona be =nd vhe wmsme 1s here-

by proposcd and ghall be submnitted to a vote ol the
people under Articlos Pive and Trienty-Lfour of the
Gonstitution of the State of Oklahona, and an Act

entitled, "an Act to provide for carrying into effect
the initiative and refercndum powers reserved by the peo-
ple in Articles Tive znd Bighteen of The Upnstituticn

of ﬂﬁé gtgte of Oklahoma, Lo regulate elections there-
under =nd to punish violations of this Aot ," approved
April sixboenth, nineteen pundred eipht. Article
Twenty-one ol the Congtitution of the State of Okla-
homs chall be and The Lawe ig hereby amended bY addi-

ng thereto the following:

Section £. The permanent capital shall be at such

place within the State as the peoplc way at any btime
gelect by @ ma jority of the votes cust on the guestion
at sny clection whorein the question is submi%tea, gither

by petitiom of the people undor the initiative, or by ael

amme e

i R




cand ﬁﬁtilisaid‘permanentJl

of the Legislatuwro,
is made, the temporary‘loeation ghall be such as may

pe provided by law.
a7, 1908."

ApprOVBd oy
Crogs--Now you wi

e, Horner Lo Jr. 11 have to call

Py . Meyer, T expect.




~58~
Leo. Meyeyr, Witnesg Lfor the objectors, first being
duly sworn to tell the twuth, the whole tr-uth and nothing
but the truth, deposes and says:
DIRECT EXAMINWATION BY
JUDGE RURFURD.
Q. Mr. Méycr, What is your officisl duty.
L. Asstr Becretary of State.
0. Aset. Secretary of State for Okluhoma.
A. Yes sir.
M. Have you got in the office of the rSecretary here &
record of the wvole of the people of Ollahoma at the Genoral
Bloetion of Wovember 3rd, 1908.
A, Yes zir.
. You have all of that.
A. Yes gir. ‘
@. Mow ineluded in that iz the vote of the people on the
injitiative proposition, proposed by Joint IHouse ftesolution
Wumber 11.
A, Yes gir.
¢. In regard to permanently locating the state capitel unduor
thatl proposition.
A, Yes gir.

G, Well, we will offer in evidence the wrecord of the vote

on that proposition. We do not care to produse it hcere

but congider it in.

"State Question Ny.4d New Jerusalen
Yes 117,441 Majority for yes 41,649"
Ho TH,7T98

Mr. Horner---We will offer in evidonqe the vote caa; Lor
statdé officers at the election in 1908. Tarts of it prob-
ably we do nol care anything about.

Mr. Meyur--The law provides for the highest vote case for
sny ctate officer. Watson carried the biggeet vote.

b, Horton--that was in 1207--

tir. leyor--No, 1908, he ran against--He carried the highest




vote ¢

ast for any state officer.
(Highest vote cast Lfor the head of the
state Ticket at ladt state olection.l908)

Total Denocrats 121,290

Republicans 108,702

Socialists 21,188
Grand Total | 201,120
Plurality for Pemocratls 18,5887

(Judpe Durford proceeding with ex&mination.of witness)
Q. Turing the month of July, 1909, you were occupying
the position of Asste Secretary of State.

Ao I wus.

0. Where was kir. Crose, at that time 3ecrotary.

A, He wag sick in bod.

Q. He wag not abie to0 4o any businocs.

A, To sir.

@. Didmt

A. Didn't.

He wag not at the office at all.

&
.

A. Wo agir.

&

. How long was Mr. Cross out of the ofiice. Do you re-
member when he woes able to veturn to the oflice?

A. He took gick on the 7th day of July, sick in bed on the

. th-day of July and I think he etayed in bed just sixteen

weeks to o day. Sixtesn wecks in bed and about three weels
bYefore he came out. That was July, August, September, October.
I believe he came out about the middle of Ugtober.

Q. Wow about the figures in this record--

Lr. “edbetter~--Let him put them in.

Q. What are the office hours Ir. Meyer.

A. Our regulation office hours, we have none. We arce suppoged
to be here al eight o'clock, but we are not supposed to le-ve
hetfore we do our work. Sometimes we cowe baclk at night. 1T
we gre not through we come back at night.

Q. ¥hat houre do you keep the olfiice open to the public.




wB0m
i. Well from eight to twelve and from one to Tive.
T . bur;ord. I believe that's all lir. ﬂoyur. I waut to
ask Mr. Cross o Tow questions.
Mr. Leduetter--cuppoce you let me c¢ross examine him.
DIRECT EXAMINATION OF MR MEYRR‘

BY HR. LEDBETTZE.
Hr. Meyor, were you in charge of the office on the R2lst day
of July last, when the two initiative petitions were filed,
touching the removal of the capitel.
As T was.
§. Do you remember what time a day those petitions were
brought to the office.

Mr. Horthen---The Court please, the objectors obh-
ject for the reason that it is not the proper Cross ex-
amination.

. Ledbetter--T am making him my witness.
tr. Hogner--Let the record show that thon
Wr. Ledbetterfcontinueing question
Q. whethcr in the mprming alfternoon or the morning.
A. I think they were brought here just about noon, if T
am not badly mistaken - I think it was about noon.
§. Had you been ncquainted with Mr. Newman, the man who filed
Qhase petitions.
“A lever saw him before.
. Were those petitions repgularly presented to you on that day
and filed.
Ao  They were.
Q. In what part of the office were they deposited first.
A. Right in here, in this room.
Q. Was the Governor present when they were offered to you
for £iling?
A. He was.
Q. When you say in here, you wean the room that this hearing
is now taking place in.
i. Yes sir, right in here. We attend to the initiative and

o . .
reférendun work in this room.




4. In this room, and all other petitiong that have been
filed,
A. A to all other iniltiative and wvelerendun vetitlons since
we have has this office.

§. Were the affidavits and signatures dbtached from the
petitions in this rooum.
A. xxk Detached you mean.

Q. Detached, yes sir.
A. Yog sir, they were

0. Do you rvemember whether the actual work of detaching the
signatures and affidavits atarted ot once or lator in the
afternoon. -
AL T think we waited on the Governor a 1ittle while. He said
he was busy and as soon &8 he sppeared, we gol busy and went
to work. '

Q. Do you remember whether there were any number of persons
present when that was going on.

L. Yes gir, there wore quitc e BEHHEX numnher .

Q. Were those proceedings open fo the public just like simi-
lar proccedings as to other petitions.

A. They eertoinly were.

Q. After the afiidavits and gignatures wevre 211l detached, was
sny ofiicial receipt delivered to the person repreaenting
wfﬁé pdtitioners.

A. Thero wes.

n. Have you a duplicate of that.

A, T think I have.

( i, Sbrnnns)
. Ve offer these two certificates dated July 2lst, 1909.
tr. Ledbetter---Objected to a8 incompetent, irrelevant
and imwaterial.
(Gopies of receipts here ingerted in tho

recordy
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"Guthrie, Cklahoma.

July 21, 1909

Received of 4.B.Newbern, = legal resident snd voter
of Clrlahome Yity, Oklahoma, a petition containing 59,764
namés, game belng an Adt initiated for the purpose of
amending the Gonstitution of the State of Oklahoma by sdding
to Article 21, the following which shall be known as Scction
2, of Article 21, of the lonmgtitution of this State.
"The capital of this state may be permanently located at
such place as may be selected by the gmalified eleciors of
the State'unaér the provisioné of an Aet, initiated and
adopted in the year 1909, or as may be thoreafter provided by
law." |

Said initiative petition was offured for filing and in
the preseuoe‘of the Governor and the person offering the
game Tor filing the sheets containing the eignetures and
aftidavite were deotached and then attached to one or wmore

copies of the measure so proposed; oaid petition has been

duly filed as State Question No. 14, Initistive Tetition

fo. 6,
IN WITURES WHRREOQY, I have here-
cidn unto afiixzed my name end caused

the Ireat Seal of ﬁho State of
(Seal) Oklahoma to be affixed thereto.

Done at the City of uwuthrie, State

of Oklshoma, on the twenty-first

day of July, Uineteen Hundred ond

Mine.
{8igneod) Bill Cross
3geretary of State.
By

(Signed) Leo Meyer

Asot.Zecretary.
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guthrie, Oklahowa.

Paly 21, 1909.

Received of A.B.Newbern, & légal regident and voter of
Oxlehone “ity, Oklshoma, & petition containing 27, 944
nemes, game being an Aet providing Lor the permanent loca-
tion of thie Capital of the State of Oklshona, creating a
Yoard of capital commi.sloners and Gofining its powers
and dutiec and meking-an gppropriation.

4gid initiative petition was offered for filing and in
the presence of the governof and the persol offering the
game for Tiling, the sheets containing the signatures
and the affidavits wore detached and then atbtached to
one or more copieg of the meawure go proposed; sald pe-
tition has been duly filed a& State Cuestion Mo. 15, Initia-

tive Petition Mo. 7.

Iy WITHRSS WHEDTROR, I have hereunto
Caffixed my name and csused to
ve aflixed the CGreat Seal of the
(Seal) ' " State of Oklshoma. Dome at the City
of Gubhrie this twenty-Tfirst day of
July, Nineteon Hundred and Hine.
(Signed) Bill Ufuas
secretary of U'tate
By

(9igned) Leo Meyer
Assistant Hecrotary
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l+ Were these certificates felivered to Iir. Uewbern on the
afternoon ol July Zlst?

A. Yes gir, they were.
8. What wag done with the petitions.
A. The gipnatures were bundled up and a copy of the bill

attached and put in the vault and the loxm part of the

»ill wag given bacek to Iir. Newbern us provided by‘law.
G. Wes any entry made in any public record in the office
of fecretary of State, showing the Filing of these peti-
tionsﬂ
A. Ther. wag.
0. What record wasd that.
A, In the Initiative and Referendum book, which I have for
that purpose.
G. What docuwmeuts are recorded in that bool.
A, Only those in the way of petiftions on initiative and
Neferendum mattery.
. Have you the pogsezzion ol that book now.
A. Yes sir.
(Handing book over)

2. What is the page.
4. Pages Zl-23d.

Mr. Horner--We offecr in evidence the contents of
pages 21,88 and 23 of the record kept 1n the office of tho

wecretary of State for initiative petitions.

Filed July 21, 1909 39764 newmes,
14
(State Question-Initiative Petition UTo. 6.
A BILTL ENTITLED
A XN A ¢ T

PROPOSLLG BY AMAWDEZNT TO U5 CONSTITUTION O THE STATR. OF

OKLAHQWA, "BY ADDING TO ARTICLE XXI OF THE COU-
STTTULION A FROVISION AUTIIORIZING THE LOCA-

TIOH OF THi BTATE CATITAL BY LAW.
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Be It Emseted and Ordeined By the People of the State of
Oklahoms:

SECTION 1. That tho Comstitution of the State of
Oklahoma be and the game ig hercby amended by adding to
Article XXI, the following, which shall be known as
Seetion £ of Article XXI of the Constitution of this

State.

SECTLION 2. The Capitsl of this State may be per-
manently located at such place as may be selected by
the qualified electors of the State under the pro-
vigions of an ALet, initiated and adopted in the year of
1909, or as may bethereafter provided by law.

(PAGE 22 I3 BLANK) 22

)
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Piled July 21, 1909 27944 MNames.
156
(State Question-Initiative Fetition lo. 7.
A BILL ZUDTITLED
AN ACT

PLOVIDING FOR THE PITMANDNT LOCATION OF THE CAPITAE OF THE
STATE OF OKLAMOQHA,CREATING A BOADD QF CAPITOL COMMILS-
IONETRSE AND DEFINING ITS POWERS AND DUTIRS, AND HAKIVG

AN APPROPRIATION.
{ EXAMINACION HXEY PROCTEDS)

¢, Were thece entries made in that book on July Zlst.

A. They were.

. Whore is that book usually kept? Whore has. it been

kept since you began keeping 1t in this oflice.

A, Top ol my desk all the time.

¢. . In & publiec place

A. Yos gir, public place.

G. Was it kept on top of your desk in that publie place

continuously Irom July 2lst until, how long?

A. Byvery.day since.
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. r. Meyer, did eny newspaper correspondent ask ghout the

filing of thoge petitions om that day.

A. Wo gir.

@ Did‘any EREREED newspa@er'corr03pondent agk you about the

filing of these petitions on the nexl day.

A. They daid not.

0. Or the next day®¥

A, Yo gir.

. How long before any newspaper correspondent did ask you

about the Tiling of thece petitions ovr whether they had been

filed or not.

4. About six days- I think it was on the 7th day after

the Tiling, including the day of filing. It was on the

27th day of July.

0, Who was the firsl newspape: corresvondent who agked you

about the filing.

A. Mr. Hall, Mro 0.0.Hall.

0. You remember the conversation between you and-Wr. Hall, the

firet conversation you had on the gubject?

4. T believe that I remeuwber - the guestion that was asked

wss o the effect thatb Yr, Pell seid it was about time that

the Oklahoma Uity pecple were filing thelr petitiong--

Q. What aid you say to him in reply?

A, T sai# told him thet the petitions had been filed
geveral days ago, to which he roplied, ie that s=o, and
I +hen showed him thig book - initiative and referendum
book - and he examined it and looked up The petitiomns,
oxamincd them and then he agked me_saverul 1ittle guestions
a1l immatorial ones not directly pertuining to the peti-
tions and asked me.if they were going bo-file any more.
T {old him I did not lkmow, but the petitioner in filing,
after receiving his roceipt told me they hed 2 good many of
these petitions that they would like to file them later on,
tho balence of them, and I wonld know 1ater on that evening

whether there wag going to be any more filed.
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7. Were there any more filed.
4. There were none.
Q. Did you withhold any intormation concerning the filing
of *these petitions from the public.
A. I did not-
. In Lhe meantime did you tallk to any other people in
Gutihrie about the petitions being filed?
A. There was nothing said to me or by me. The guestion
never came up.
Q. Did eny of the petitioners regueast you to keep the fact
of the L£iling of these petlitiouns secret.
A. They did not.
®. Did any attorney or representative of the petitioners ask
you to keep the fact that they had been Tiled = s=ecret.
A, .They did not.
Q. Was there any agreement or understanding bet¥een ik your-
gelf and anyone connected with this petition or anyome Gon-
nected with the Oklghoms Yity Chawber of Comwerce, that the
filing of these petitions ghould be kept a sccretb.

A. There wes not.

0. If any newspaper representative or other person had asked
you in the mesntime about the filing of these petitions,
would you have given them the information.

& 1 oertainly would.

@. Were these records open to the inspection of newspaper
correspondents, represcntatives of tne Board of lrade and
the pullic Generally from oand after the E£lst day of

July.

A. Yes sir, this and every other pecord filed in this office
are open %o the public at all times.

0. The {irst newspapor corrospondent who asked you aboul the

metter was given the information that they hed been filed

some time before.
A, Yeg sir.

tr. Ledbobter--I bolieve that's all




L.
{CROSS BXAMINATION BY OBJECTORS)

Q. You did not disclose to anyonc from the time these peti-
titions were filed with you on the Zlst day of July until
¥r. Hall asked yon about it about a woeek alfterwards, that
they had been Liled:
A. I believe I had a converzetion with one newspaper man,
who runs a paper in Cpandler, Lincoln County abéut three
deys alfterwards. he was the firet man who spoke to me
about the petition beins fiked. But he didn't exemine anyw
thingand did not know the petition had been Tiled several
daye ago.
Q. Who was that, George Swmith?
Le Yes gir, CGeo. 3mith I believe it was.
Q. Are you sure you told Smith.
A. Yes sir, I.think it was him. I dont know that I told
George Smith befors Hall, but I think I idid. It was in a
chendler paper before any other paper in the state.
. George Smith.was at that time manager of the Demoeratic
Press Bureau.
A. Yeg sir - but now I am not positive aboul that state~
nent whether I told him iirst, or whother someone gave him
the informetion, but it seems %o me he was the Tirst one to
get the intformetion.
. You didn't disclose it to any ol the newspaper boys
ig éﬁthrie who were in the habit of coming into your office
daily-
A. To sir, I dian't.
Q. It had been your custom to give them infTormation of &
public cheracter.
4. Yell, as a goncrel thing, if they incuired I did. They
some in here and have free accegs to this department and they
invariably go shead and help themsclves to whatever there i
here.
0. Well, vou hed been in the habit of telling them when they

asked it there wag anything cur of the ordinary or unugual?

il
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A. Yes, when they acked me.
Q. Dian't you kmow that these petitions regarding the remov-
ing of the capital wis gomething the public was generally
concerned in. |

A. Yes sir, I knew that.
. And when they asked Tur news from the oflice, why 6idn't
you discloze the fact'that these petitiong had been Tiled.
4. I am not sure that anybody asked me about that time-

I am prebty sure nothing wes gaid to we about anything par-
ticular being filed there at the 4ime. Prequently they come
here and don't ask me anything for a weck.

(). How many employes were working here at the timo.

A. The same force that's here now - Tive.

. Did any of them know IREER this petition had been filed
in this office?

Ai. Yes uvir, they asscisted in the work of detaching -

Yho Who ascisted?

A. Eeys and Lisman.

G. Who - Keys and T gman?

L. Keys and Licman

. Did they know what they werc.

A. Yes sir. _

¢. Didn't you tell Judge Dole when he asked you why there
_wgs nothing said in your office thet they might mnot have
known just exactly what it was.

4. They kmew they were deteching & petition.

Q. Didn't you thereafter, alter thege petitions had been
£i1¢d - dian't you state that none of the elerks knel what
they wore.

A. T don't belicve I made that statement.

¢. Didn't you tell him none of the clerks knew that the peti-
tion was on file wus the reason it had not been given oub.
4. To eir. I did mot. They did nearly all the clerical work
on it.  They performed 5211 the work on it. They may not

nheve ¥mown whal the peltition conteined, but they knmew such
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a potition was filed here.
0. Didn't they tell yow al that time thet they expected to
rile some more names and didn't intend to perfect the po-
tition unbil the other names were added.
A. Wo sir - they didn't make that etatenent. Wr. MNewbern told
me that there wore considersble more petitions out and if
agreeable, he would 1ike Lo Tile sdditional petitions he-
fore the five days elopsed and I sugpented to him thot T
velieved it would be all right. I had given them two re-

ceipts and they insisted on having an of{icial receipt
and said in cape there i some more, will T accept them,
and T caid yes, if you file them in {ive days.
0. You keep a recoption record in your office which is open
Lo the public? and newepaper HOysS generally?
A. Yes sir
¢, And mpE®R upon that you enter sll mattcrs of public im~
portonce.
A. Ho gir, nothing but documoents which sre filecd Tov re-
cording ond for which a fee lg paid goes in that reception
record

o, You gay thie book which you wave offercd here, which is
rarked "Secrotary of State, Initistive ant fefe- endum ro-
cord” ond comtains & record of all the initiative and
peferendum petitions which have boen Tiled in the office Qf
“ihe Secrotary of State. .
A, Yer pir.

f. When 4id you begin keeping thie.
A. Tymediately efter the clection on the Tive state guestions.
2. You dddnot have those in here 4id you.
L. To gir, I didn't have snything - this is glven ihe hallotb
titleg of the five guestions and started efter the election.
¢. DThese simply comnuist ol thne printed title or form which
you paste in the book.

A, Weg sir.
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. Then you make o memorandum In the book of when it wos
filed and who filed it-
A. To, I do not ssy who filed it. T put down the number ol
nuamed on the petition and yhe £kk= date of the filing.
2. Date ol Liling¥
(. T Tind on page three n sglatement of the number of votes
cast on each ol the five state guestions voted on liovemb.r
Frd, 19208. You did not make any record in this book until
after thoet bime.
L. Wo sir.
0. 5nd on page 5 ig a bill antitled, v Aet to create o Jis-
trict to be kmown ap a "Wew Jeruselem Digtriet™, und providing
for the ccouiring, loecation, wurvey, control and wmenagement
of the came, und moking an sppropriation therelfor. 4l the
top of that page written in ink ic "Filed Li/51/09, 28,891
names. le that youws writing.
A. Yes pir.
0. on page 7, is state gquestion Uo. 7, rofercndum petition
Wo. 5, An Act wrelwating to the time, wanncy and means
of Bolding B octions. Before thab is written, filed, Ucc.
26, 1909, 50,835 na es. How does 1t come thut your entry
on page Live is severul days later then your eniry on page
Eoven.
t. I ean very well ewplain that. It is customasry when por-
ticy come here to this oriice to get the number of their pe-
tition.ior me to give them the noent number and Llmmediately
on giving them thot number I got o sauple of that petition
and paste 1t in the boolk, whether they ever file anyti! ing
or not ond as szoon as their pelitions are filed, I note
it and on some of them you will find nothing 0t all, For
instance on four guegtions of Campbell Tucwvell, numbers
vere given to him, but there ig no record showing thet he
_ever filed any petition. I kecp my record by giving them
a reeord cnd number in that book, fhcther they ever file

,ony petitions or not. The zamples I pubt in there jmmediately
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o, Tever necded Lo hand it to anybody. It 1o always the

day and night

S. You keep it more cgpecielly Lov your vrivate informe
4. To eir - it wes nmore of & chock on whst wes soing on,
regording initistive and vefeorendmn lawi.

2. Yew 4id not fiud any low reguiring you to koep bthot book?

A, To gir.

ot Toncelusion ol

toctinony)

voon) any tiae, day

or night. might think he kept it lockced
wo.
{iir. I koop trie there with several othow

Sardord) I osee thot pou

o

T do not think the ciatenment of the courdt ghonld go in.

(

o, Ledbebtor) I certainly chould. I think 1%

ahioulid.

En
¢ 8

e,

{Judce Burford) L don'wv now aay rule that pory

a courd to tes

s
L -

e Tedbedtdor) I odon't kmoo, I ralsed thed

ton omd he ouit the stand and gov dowa

Fore Judge e
and testiiicd.

Lion.

indox

&1l right.

cr the luprest-

{ope Spoged. I thought you wevs und
ion that he hept 1t locked wp.

(i0+, Burford) I %hink the seerebary ma’e this nig-

L

vulre. I bhimlc it wouwld be uwnlair. I hove no objeetlion to

Ty, Orose zeXing any I okLject to o sltatenent

h

. oL - * .
of Li. vrose going into

(ir. Vrooe)  (To oy scerateh it

out. I weg only trying clLoar.
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v, Dorford) Dub ®het I wa objecting to 1S5 this sten-

teldings it =ll Jown of & pert of the wecord.

Ledbetter--1 will geot that in “he record in this

WAy .

@.‘-J.Mc. i

; s

e i T
oo, MUY

w7 L. Ledbett

L. Wnere is the onlice in which this initiative and weleven-

dum recovd ig lept.

| L, In 4he secrobary ol State's pitice.
. Tuptord  ---T will have to ask you to excune

we, I have to o Lo Tnid.

!

: ~. Is thet ope of the punlic ofTices in commecbion with the
3

L Seeretary ol Ltate's oivice.

i Ao Lt Qs

©. You teansecd public business at ihet plece.

e I geritainly Go.

} r, Ig %kt ofldce belween the Llayrge receiplon room and the
: vault.
| A It ds.
; . Yas thig reeord at all timeg kept ot a public ploce
‘ in “he oifTice of the Secrebary of Stete.
1}
; ’ L. IT was.
e
f e, And at all tluee open to the 1x;wo ion of +he pullic.
iy A It was.
[ :
| R GpOn? RXALRINATION 2Y LR HOTHER
PE 5. Thet book referred to ar & record has pever been ré-

ferrcd to by the public mor by persons coming bo the oillce
o - o i
4o get inzormation hes it Miae Teyor.

rendum  inTormaivion.

A Yes, in rvegard to initlabtive anc
I gencrally turn the hook over to tien

© . vou didn't do that in vefcreuce These particular petitions

now in cuestion.
4. T don't pelieve the bovk wes asked Tor or looked ot duving
rob period of time. It mey bhave been - 1 don't know, 1t

je alweys lthere. Somgonc usy heve looked atb 1t.
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G. The wsual practice of the nev sponen hes teen correet-

1y steted by them hos it not - 1n this that thelr custom 1s
o W
to come &nd perhans look over the charters or anplicaitions

o

! for chortevs and then zsk {the genorel guection if thowe is

anytling doing ov womething to thut elfect.

G-

G. That ig the goneral praclice. Tot wmerhars the faily -
tice. It way bve that gome newopapor wen wont ask we thetb
guestion in o week, though he wmirht segk me that every day
the next weelk..

. You ¥mew that this was a matbsr of general imporﬁumce
throughout the sgtate Iy, FHovor.

Ay Yeg gir, I 4dd.

Has Horner ---%e camnot quite finish thisg this

) afternoon. e will heve ¥

o
.
W
2N
k=
v
o
=
I
=
o

o)
o
-
cr
=
i
=
s
<

e
o«
Fat

Low?
<

o

L thiwlk we can get iv

| in jurt = Little wore testiumony

tomorwow, or 14 some other day would sult you better

Juize (esresking to Pr. “edbetter), i ell right.

lLedvetter---Bhong what line Mv. Hoyner?

v Hormer--I would 1dike fo talk to Judge Yale lLefovre

1=
E:_!
o

S1e Ledbetter--7ell T want to go to Ardmoire af &ooun a8

I can get There. I hove a matter therce that T want to a2ttend

GO, 2rn likely to he called up Lrom the Tomorrow. I

e going dovn theve btonight.

art [

Hormer--It micht e that we will clore It and

ngf oéf&ﬂﬁo wul in any wore. IE I deo, I will call you
up and notify you and not put any more iun.
Wee Tedbetter-1 wenlize this, Tthaet I an anzious Tu get
thig thing Tthrough and you may not hbe--
Mr. Zovner--Yes, this is not a view fo delay
e Ledbetter-continveing--ind I would not be o

lgecourteous o to exceluie this, Lut vwhat I want 4o Mo

ig o pel it done ag corly zg poz.oible.

Horner--You ave going Town tonight’

. Ledbebdter--T may, T don't mow.
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Whereas the undersigned Governor of the State of
Oklehome has received notice in writing from the Secrstary
of State that pursuant to the provisions of an Act entitled,
"An Act provided for carrying into effsct the iniative and
referendum powers reserved by the people in Articles five
arid eightesn of the Constitution of the State of Oklshoma to
regulate elections thersunder and to punish vioiations of this
Act", approved April 18th, 1508, that there has besn filed

in hise office Iniative Petition Number Seven, the said

petition being in words and figures following, to-wit:




Aind whereas the said Secrstary of State has furthsr
notified the undersignsd Governor of the State of Oklashoma
in Wfiting that he has examined said petitions above set forth,
and found the same to be signed by twenty-aeventhousand nine
hundred ninety-four (27994) legal voters of the State, and in
all reospects Lo be sufficisnt and in all things to comply in
menner and form with the reguirements of the law, and that a
copy hereol was fuly transmitisd to the Attornesy General
and the said Attorney General has returnsd to the undersigned
Secretary of State a ballot title for said meagure, and wheresas
o appeal has been taken from the action of the Secretary of
State in approving the sufficiency of said petition or in
relation thereto,

NOW THMREFCRE, 1, Charles W, Hagkell, Governor of the
state of Oklahoma, by virtus of the authority w8sted in my, by
the Constitution and laws of the State of Oklahoma, do hereby
proclaim and make known that the date of the referendum vote
on said measure will he on the-@@ur%ﬁ@nﬁh‘éggé;) day of June
in the year of our Lord One Thousand Wine Hundpsd and Ten, and
I dec hereby further proclaim and call =z spocial election to be

held throughout the State of Oklahoma on the gaid date for the

eXpress purpose of such referendum voles,




I do further proclaim and meke known that
said Act provides for the permanent location of the
capital of the State of Oklahoma, creates a Board of Capital
Commissioners, defines the powers and duties of said Beard,
and makes an appropriation of Six Hundred Thousand Dollars
($600,000.00) for the purpose of carrying out the provisions
of said Act, and provides for a special fund to reimburse
the State f'or money so appropriated.

The measure s3et forth in said inlative petition,
shall be submitted to such referendum Vote at said election as

State Question Number Fifteen (13), inlated by Inilative

Petition Numboer Seven (7).




I do further proeclaim and make Xnown that the

petitioners are hereby given two weeks from the date of this
proclamation to file arguments in support of said measure, and
the opponents of sald measure are hereby given two wseks there-
after in which to file arguments against the sald measure, w--
reply arguments to be filed within five days thereafter.

IN TESTIMONY WHEREOF I have herounto set my hand,
and caused the great seal of the State of Oklahoma to bs hereto
affized this 28th day of iarch in the year of ocur Lord
One Thousand Hine Hundred and Ten, and of the Independence of

the United States of America, theone hundred and thirty-fourth.

Tedenn S GOVERNOR.

©UATTEST.

2
Vo .
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A. H. T. A. OFFICERS. L T. DIVISION Aim and Olject of the A. 1. T. A.
L INCORPORATED

Cnmpbell Russell, Prestdent, Warner -

1. B, Hallum, Vice-Prestdent, Afton RSE TH I EF ASSOCI The atm aad object of the A, H.T. A, are
A% b, AT

Win. H. A, Harrison, Sec.-Treas. Checotah ‘\0 conelsely stated in the following preamble
«‘\,

y t0 the econstitution of the assoeclation:
[. H. Tang, (,ha.}rala,.m, R Afton /0 We, the State order, including the dele-
EXEQUTIVE COMMITTEL: gates representing the subordinate orders
Johna H. French, Collngville: B, T. Sorvels, of the *ANTI-HORSE THIEF ASS0CTATION,”
Milton; 4. W. Duncan, Tahlequah. of the I, T, Division and it8 jurigdiction.

In order to aid in the upholding of civil
laws. To Insure the safety of our people
Next stale meet-hw will be heldin Talle- and the security of thelr property against
guah, Ok., the 4th adnesday in Oetober, loss by thleves, robbers, murderes, va-
1010, W QFFICE QF - grants, tramps, Incendaries and ALL viola-
fors of law, and to secure to us and our fam-

Next natlonal meeting will be held on the CAM PBELL RUSSELL, President, illes the enjoyment of life and the purenit

R e o 1010, Bt JaeKk&on of hap m}a?sli]n theip{;ssessllon o]f ;)\11; luimlegt,
'S rsaaY cober, 18 Jackson- reward of labor with equal and just rights
ville, TIHnois, T WARNER, OKLAHOMA. to all. 4 &

3/30/110.

Dear Mr, Crosgsi-
I just notice call for special elzction for

Oklahoma City. I want to serve notice now that I will claim
a division of the space allowed by law for replying to the argu-
ment in faver of this bill, Please send me copy of their arggge
as soon as filed and also notice as to how much of the (2,000
word) space I will be entitlsd to use in reply.

"€chool ie never out ,'till the hig class spells”.

Your friend,

Camphell Russell,
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AGATDEN IRTTIANIVE ULsuIcol EO, 2 P
1920 FOR TIE IMUVEDIACE LOUATION OF T,

JUnz 11,

P

34T CAPITAL FROL GUOHNIE.

Dirgl., DSeccuse the Fanghling set provides

i)

e capital of sald
Gity of Gubnrie, in the #r0"aqb Territory
ged thevelrom crevious (o Anno Domini ninoteel
tesn, hult sgaid Cw 1 oghell, alher spid yenr, ve 1o 6nbe
tors of soid State &t an o;gct*on to be yrovided Tor Ly
ture, - ="

Aot wag edopbied by Sec. 497 of o Stete Comgtitution
pnd by section 4881 '

"W“ﬁ gugronsed with the
y

vercument., (?uun g Congtiituiion;

Mhe Enabling Lot ceonbed by Congress to

et thei laads: prescrited toleraniticn o reliigions

prohibited liguor din ihe Indiw
provided for jublic schivols;
suffrage; cranted wmiilicns of aeres of vl by and

publie luads o btle Stals, and protecbed these

I - AR vl - . T L R S e oy rd o ettt
snd winy obher rights, Tobeehed Ly the Hnabiing aCu CaL 00 violuwtad,

P R T
if thoe oukd

on end Fnabling et sl

Second, 1his measnre/uucuusti&m;io;wd+, TOTLEG QpRpropr

GL,0os U e T he srzeed dla the hwlids of {lhryoo ,erzons, selecued

by the Govermor, Thie ig Goue to move the copdvtal tventy (B0 wmiles

PR PO S o V3 dem
Cklahomn WIGY.

leLoms ity Tut £ob uoeeusLril

r

Miivd, thie violeotion of the

o e s U S SR« A
1E L0 nseeszluy IoT

Tneplirg Act and the Stove Congbltution

4o ne follewed by oud Wlies
rov the locetion of in




-
kept busy providing moneys for the other instituticons of greater nec-
essity. _The ingtitutions already located have reguired and are rew
quiring millions of dollars of the people's moncy; the state debt on
Kovember 30, 19809, was Qver $2,000,000.0Q;lthe recent specizl session
of the legislatufe alone authorized ths issuanee of over §&,000,00C
more in warrants, liens on the funds derived Ffrorm publie building
lands, and bear 5% interest. No necesslty exists for appropristing,
immedintely, 8600,000.00 more for Btate Capital site to be followed
by scpropriating millions +to construet capital building, because
Guthrie is centrally located, with nine roilrosds connecting thie city
with a1l seechiong of the State and one more peing built. Guthrie is
nesrer the majority of the people of the Btate than Okldhoma City,
which proposes the chaﬁge; Guthrie ig naturally situated for being Bud
ig one of the nealthiest of the Stete's cities, with splendid drain-
age, the best of senitary sewerage, with pure filtered water in abun-
dance, with streets paved and besutified at & cost of a million dol-

. lars; it has electric lights, noturel gos and the latest gystem of
street railway. When it was designated as the Ugpitel originally, more
then twenty years ago 1t =se% avsrt, én as 7ine and commandirg a site
as tlhere is in the State, four dlocks of ground on the principal street
and only eight blocks from the geographical and business genter for
State Capitsl purposes, and under an Act o the atate Ligisleture, it
Las expended in money of itg own people, c.osting the State nothing, in
pegutifying these grounds, builé¢ing Convention Hell -- A State Capital=
used ever ®ince as legislative Halls, Supreme Court snd Criminal Courd
of Appeals roome, Chambers for Judges, Offices for Attorney General,
and State Library, used by the State on & five yesar leane, rent free,--
51,4 o year, -- epproximately & quarter of a million of dollars, and
tﬁése grounds‘and building, worth e half million dollars are the

State's, having been provided by Guthrie for the B5iatle, temporarily -

and permsnently, and are, with the one hrundred acres in & beautiful




park nearby, which ils elso provided for the State, worth more than the
&£00,000.00 which Cklahoma City aske the State 1o appropriate. The
other executive offices are using the megnificent Court ouse, built
by the people of Logen Couniy. The buildings provided sre scrving
every present need of the State and at a simall cogt to the tax payers.

Fourth. You may vote twice at the election; & vote "NO" on the
pessure and "YESY opposite "Gubthrie™ will support the Congtitution and
the Enabling Act, and leave the Capitbal to be loaated when the Law pro-
vides, and save much trcuble and expense.

Fifth. The Dbill is unteir; it attempts to locate tThe State Capi-
tal on terms dicheted by one of the candidates; it permits & commis~
sion of town 1ot boomers to select the site for the capital and erect
the capital building; it creates jobs for three commissioners et
$4,000.00 & year each and gives then unlimited power to fix any number
of employees and their salaries; it requires the city that looses the
ecapitel to pay the ezpenses of the second election and relieves the
city that wins from eny eIpenses; it baers sl1 cities that might be
capitel aspirants from the race excepting those selected by Oklahoms
City; an unnecessary spéoial elechion is cglled at the requsst of
Oklahora City when the proposition could huve as_well been submitted at
a gencral election at the tire fized by law and without this expense;
the Dbill makes no minimum limit of the amount of land that may Dbe pur-
chased Ffor the enormous sum of 600,000,000 end does not exciude inter-

egted porties from being members of the capital location comuission.

i

COMMITTER OF BEHALF QF THE PECIIE OF

TER CITY OF GUTHRIE.
‘ .

3 ¢
XEhodrman,

-

Secretary.

c—




A. H T A, OFFICERS. L T, DIVISION Aim and Object of the A. 11, T. A,
) INCORPORATED

Campbell Hussell, President, Warner

JI. B. Hallum, Vice-President, Afton ORSE T HIEF ASSOC The aim aud object of the A, H.'T, A, are
x& S Lq]y

. A. Harrls See.-Treas. Uhee coneisely stated in the following preamble
:V;_lIl.Tll(mA g:: 11:;3’ Bee,Treas. 1 hejﬁ;::i \ to the constitution of the association:
« o Long, VARD AT ) 0 We, the State order, ineluding the dele-
ExXEOUTIVE COMMITIEE: gates representing the subordinate orders
John H, French, (‘ollnsville; E, T. Sorrels, of the “ANTI-HORSE THIEF As300IATION,”
Milton; J. W. Duncan, Tahlequah. ot the I, T, Division and ity jurladiction.

. In order to aid in the upholding of clvil
laws. To insure the safety of our people
Next state meeting will beheldin Tahle- .. and the seenrity of thelr property agalnst
yuaah, Ok,, the 4th adaesday in Oetober, logs by thieves, robbers, murderes, va-
1910, w QFFICE OF o grants, tramps, incendaries and AXL viola-
tors of law, and to gecure to us and oar (am-

Next national meeting will be beld on the CAM PBELL RUSSELL, President, e e o e O I o our Bonast

L4 of happiness in the possession of our honest
Hirst Thargday in Octobar, 1910, at Jackson- " of Iabor with al a. t right
ville, Tllmols, e WARNER, OKLAHOMA. to all, or with equaland just xights

4/20/110,

Dgar Mr.Crossi-
I enclose oy argument against the adoption of the

a

Cap *tal Tocation Bili- if WNo.4 i8 not correct plzass changs No.to

S AN T othis is more space than I am 2ntitled to I can "Comb
it down some’, Please let me Xnow in regard to thais,

Your friend,

Campwvell Russell,




A M T A OFFICERS. L 'T. DIVISION
o INCORPORATED
Unmpbell Russell, President, warner
J. B. Hallum, Vice-President, Afton RSE T Hl EF ASSO The aim and object of the A, H,T,A. are
Wm, H. A, Harrlson, 8eo,-Trens. Checotah \ “0 CIA T
" » st D,

congisely stateﬁ in l;lflehfollowmg preambile

X N 5 1. H

L. H. Long, Chaplain, Afton to the constitution of the assoeclation
EXECUTIVE COMMITTIER: $

Joha H. French, Collnsville: E. T. Sorrels, h

/O/‘/ We, the State order, including the dele-
Milton; J.W. buncan, Tahlequab.

Aim and Object of the A, I, T. A.

gates representing the subordinate orders
of the *ANTI-HORSE THIEF An300IATION,"
of the I.T. Division and ita jurisdiction.
In order to ald in the upholding of c¢ivil
i s laws, "o insure the safety of our people
Next state meeting will be held in Tahje- . B and the security of thefr property sagainst
(uah, Ok., the4th adpesdny in October, loss by thieves, robbers, murderes; va-
0 w OFFICE OF - grants, tramps, incendaries and ALL viola-
boirs o% law, and to secﬂﬁ to u% a.nlcli our f"'ﬂ'
: iltes the enjoyment o and the psudt
Wext national meeting will be held on the CAM PBELL RUSSELL) Pr esxdent, of hap ineesjs K1 the posse:s’lon of ourpﬁggest
fiegt Thursday tn Occober, 1010, at Jackson-

. * - t iabor G -
ville. THInos, WARNER, OKLAHOMA, tgw:ill. of labor with equal and just rights

&/25/110.

Daur Mr, Croasi-
I notice the law requires 25 coples of argument

- R - N Iy .
fileé so I am sendi ng that numbvaer f¢// under seperate cover.

=

I dosire that the words Prasidant Oklanuma Tax Payers Leagr
Le placed afier my naws inasruweh ag I have bheen regularly glactad

and installsd in that positiun

Campoaell Russsll.




Tellow tax payersi-

My regsons offered ﬁpﬁ upyoaln the adoption

O gafor o St plesirn B )
of Initiative Pebtition N4, -t4shall e sal?lsn reaée all it

narrow and stingy,if you will.

I am not "Broad guaged"(?) and ngenerous"{?) sncugh to get an-
wsed over which town shall have a "WWaternelencut for its

speculators,so long as I must help furnish the "Melon®,

Probably "Good 'Fellers' ",and entitled to all the "Pie","Plums”,and
"Cuke® available,so long &b Ly "Bowl" does not furnish the “Sugar"
nor my noy my hens the gggs,with which these "Swecetmeats™ ars
praparsd,

T object to this Bill bhecause jte provisicns do not safeguard the
interest of Oklahoma's taxpayers.

True the Commissioners ave reguired to give TFifty Thousand Dollarf
Bong for "Faithful performance of duties REQUIRED BY LAW", but
alag, this prupoaﬁd 1law PERMITS almost any thing,but REQUIRES
practically nothing.

Thege three Commissicners MAY buy Two Thousanxd Acres: they MAY

(%

pay Six Hundred Thousand Dollars fur Ten Acras (for the 3

L

3]
ot
w
ot
£

and then get a private optilon Hpon Two Hundres %d Acres each,for
tnemselves (adjoiniog 1and) et Pifty Dolliars per Acre,

True the Governor has the power o appoint the Comeissloners,approve
their bong,and supervise thetr action, Amplie protection ,I
agree, during the prssent Adeinistration; but ecight months ends

present Administration,and one ,brobably two Special Blections
to be neld before this money ig available.

Can we trust the nexi administration as luplicitly as we do thisO/%
not xoowing within half dezen mea of who will be next Governar.

Some ststes have elected dishonest men, Qome nave eleched "Weak-

lings™, tools of designing men,
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The Commissioners yunder this Bill may make DEALS, profitable to

Bill,ctherwiss I vete NO,

the State,or profitable to THEMSELVES and THEIR FRIBNDS, It is

entirely optionally with them which thsy do.
Picture c¢vardreawn? It is NOT overdrawr, READ the Bill, STUBRY
its abundant "PERMISSIONS' and its woeful lack of "REQUIRFMENTSY

Then go to the polls and vote for Lhe Lu*mrest(ag}yourself whU your
home, This is uul & contest betwesen three towns, That talk
is intended to draw attention away from the Z##} ACTUAL PosI-
BILITIES of this Bill, This is & contesi "For Blood" between
the grafter and the taxpayer. Shall the grafter win,wnilas i
PELGTITS are away from the polls,

ip this Bill naked and tske one look gt it~ I zdmit 1% is 141y,
tut after vou have taken one pionichi Lok Joit vilL get your }p%%
ballot and halp to bury it,

I,my wife,and five of our saven children ars taxpavers, We have
anly my wvote to grobtect us, THAT VOTE WILL BE CAST JUNE 11@,,

S gpaww atands,

It will be casi NO.

Campbhell Rus oy
(Do ki Qocta hmian: Sy’ Pspers
Warner ¥ Okl oy




Are we sure Okllahoma will never do either?

A
Suppose Commission,appointed by nresent Governor,compoged of anle,

Tt
Y\)

patréotic,incerruptible citizens,should purchase Two Thousand
Acres of desirable land,securing same for only Two Hundisd and
te,
Fifty Dollars per Acre,paying salarvies of themselves and Assistan
(including lawyers fees,which they are authorized to pay withoub
limit)and expense of piliatting land with the other One Hundred
Thousand., They will certaibly not have time to sell,to the best
advantags all these lots during this Administration- hurried work
isg usuwally not eccnomically done,

Suppuse we ars willing to trush implicitly sach of ithe present
known candidates for Goveinor It we adopt this Bill,s new
"Richmond"may enter ihe field,d:icating all nins.

He could spend Half Miliion Dollars in the carmpaign,and easily re-
coup sufficient o raimburse himself,and to liberally reward his

h
YHenchmen",out of the pouLULllt iesg of this Biil. Lois furvwhic
you and I would gladly pay One Thousand Dollars,could,under this
Bill,be sold to "Political Ward Hunlw e fur Fifty Dollars ecach,
at PRIVATE TREATY,

Are you rsady to swallow that section?

After the Six Hundred Thousand Dollars tax money,has haen
squandered, you and I can furnish additicnal tax money,no’ only
D
to build a Caplitoel,nut for maintaiuing a Stale Goverment, DEBAUCHE
witw CORRUPTED Ty the divig ;cw‘ of the spoils (not BEQUIRED but)
PERMITTED Ly the provisions of Initiative Petition Number Four,
"Oh,men will not do auch as tha?"you say? Maybe not, Maybe not,
Turn fifty hungry steers in ripe corn field;send wagon ltarough

field; leave it optional with Gwc

1»-:
Han

gteer whethar he pluck the ﬁ

corn carefully and pub it in the wagon,or eat 1t himself: if the

WREON LuhUiﬂ Fillad ith nilce COTN,a1d e ©LEEr8 come Duwtk o

the barn for their vegular sllewance of foed;l will voie for this
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ARGUVENT AGAINST 'THE ADOPYLION OF THE CAPITOL LOCATION_BILL-

By Campbell Russell, Chairmsn Oklahoma Tax Payers Leagué.

wellaw Tax Hyers:iw _ _
The best argumnent against ghis bill is thebill
itsell, put as nany people will not take the time to read the full

pill, I have prepares nele the substance of the Bill in abbrev-

—nuﬂnmua—uﬁ—uﬂ-ﬂnn—.n-nn'n-u--n—-- mlllnl-nn-dln

CAPITOL BOCATION BILL TO BE VOTED ON JUNE 11TH, 191C.
LOTIED DOWN FOR TER DEIEFIT OF BUSY PEQPLE.

(With\such.additiana and interlineations
ag seem pertinent bo the authol.)

A Bill by the "Peepul”, entitled " An Act to lmmediately Dige
pose of the Staﬁe Capitol and $600,000. 00 in tax monies and to
authorize the obligating of this State foF the Payment of Any
Additicenal Sun desired."

Be It Enacted, By the Oklaboma CLLy Lot CwneXs, and their
Confederates and Allies, in Special Election sssenbled, June
11th, 19103

Gection 1: The Governor of this State is nereby suthorized
to appolint three Agents oF Commnissioners who are nereby declared
to be o Real Estate Corporation, permit ted to dn business in the
name of the gtate of Oklahoma; eaid Comrdssioners shall receive

from the State & galsry of Four Thousand Dollsrs each pel annum,

and shall hwve suthority to employ Lawyers, ¢lerks, Architects,
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Engineers, snd snybody else.desired, snd to Pay them with State
Woney sny Salary they see fit.

Sectipn 2: The sum #f Six Hugdred.ihausaﬂd Dollars is hereby
sppropriated and shall be immediately avail@le, out of the general
funds of this State, to stert the sbowe authorized Heal Estate Colw
pany in business; conditioned only thmt they must not purchase over
Two Thousand acres of Lapd, and that within Five Miles of Oklahoma
City.

Section 3: fThe said Company is hereby aut'orized to meke such
lopation of the State Capitol as will best enhance the value af any
reaslestate purchased by them, or owned by their Friends, Confeer-
ates or Allies.

Section 4: Said Company is autorized to investigate plans
and pay Architects Fees without Limit; also to contract for the Brecg
tion of a "Grand and Beautiful Structure" as the Capitel of thic
State, and with no Limit as to price; and no olher Limitations except
that it shall be built of Oklahoma material: Frovided, However,
That the Contract provided for in this Section sghall not be binding
upon the State until all of our State Institutions shall have
received "Nice Appropriations®, and the Liembers of the Legislature
otherwise "Pacified"/ as may be necesszry to secure their spproval
of the Contract.

Section 53 Should it develep upon Final Consummation of this
"Deal" that smne is likely to be so burdensome or otherwi  objecti-
ionable to the pegple of this State as to cau @ apprehension that

the Referendum might be invoked against the Act of the Legislature

approving the Contract for Capitol Building, nothémgnherein contained,




or elsewhere fq_und.l in the lr.-m.,.s‘h_,all...‘be_.per.mitte_d to-interfere with
the right of the Legl dature to locate a few mole State Inst_itutions
and make such appropriations therefor = will secure the "Emergency
Clause" for the "Whole Cheese™.

Bection 6 E_S‘t}ould any futu e Legislature discover any Money
ih_the "Spec:_j.al Pund" for which the company above cnax tered have
found no use, and which their Conscience have not fpex'mitted them
to retain, sziu® shall be used to_reimburae the State for the Six
Hundred Thousand Dollals appropriated by this Act.

Seetion 77 A Departrent Bs h.e;'.eby created in the State
Treasury, to be Imown as the "Conecience Fund Department”; zna |
any person desiring to unburden his saul by the Pocket Book Rawe,
hefare answering the call of the Boatman to cvoss the Daxrk River
Lo the Great Deyond, may do soby remittance to this Departrent,
All Réceipts therein to be added to the "Special Fund".

Section 8: All Laws or parts of Laws ( and Public Sentiment

58 well) that interfere with thewivilege of the State Capitol

Commission 4oing what it pleases, alec hereby repesled.




et

QUPPLFYYNTAL ARGUUFET ACAINTT INITIATIVR CUFETINN ¥HO,
FOR THY LOCATION OF THW 294TE OAPTTAL OF THF PLAN

TROTIVED TN THET BILL TN RE VATED A% JUNE 1dlth.

The aaid i1l 17 n Alvsest attack uron tha dntogrity of
tho fenstitutlion, end o vieletlen of the Fnehliing Aot whieh wae
raidtg a ort of the Sonagitutlion.

T4 rarwlinten cur conteant with tho ganersl govavnmont
ard seta azide, witheut mraliminary arondpant, tha arlarn ehlige-
tirng of the feonstitutien btaalf,

T8 hinds the tax veyers of R Dhnva e the unlinibed eae
rapliture of »ilitens of Aglinen of ths sublie furds, end plooos
in thg hands of an prreeintdve ecpedasion the wltinate lecaticn
af the rfepdital and tho agcaniiture o the rabli- fands withoud
suffTielont aofagunrt and rasdeaind,

1t daninag ravtiolnation dn 1ts hanatlts te 211 the oitles
of {%m Pretg, and arvagatan te fha e nleaon pared 4n the bild
tho anla pisht bo martloipats in tha Banatits rensht ond to o ge
rivad undar ite rreevicicons,

It places thy salfish rurposan of thong thees altiss chove
try wiskts of thn peopls end e Yaw reyers in evary mectlen of the
ftate who ret only have a vital interost In choawe  Shalr atato onrital
i to he lseated hut whe hawe the Tirat visht Ao ke her ruch that
atnte caritel 1o to goat befors yobling uron 3ts lonatioh.

T4 attennta 4o Laka anan Judgrant an kho bax payers of
tha Ttnto hy Rurrying the aattlamant of this importent aquastion
o oo finﬁlnv&ﬁw withouy arrusring sfotovsids interest or providing
for intellizapt dincunsien snd daliborative setion by the peonle.

Tt 40 met effarsd in rasronte to sny Serand froe the tox
rayars for the lmeedicte settlarment of this rattar, and is in

violotion of the axirit and jatter of tho Monstitubion and Fnasbling

Aot.



T4 airs to bind, by acticn drrovy onbla, tha tox poyoers of
thig Stnte to the extravpeent expenditurs of tio ~ublio funds by
plons apd motheds new unknown, ~nt that are to h dewined, net
hy rovrTesantatives or copminsionora aalastad by the reaple, hud
by # board selactad by thn Oovernor, by and with the ornment of
tha ungcosnfnl gandldate,

Tt srpvidss for tha lesstion of tha Miato Mandtanl by a
plurelity vete, netwilthetonding e mejority of the reopis of the
fiate moey Wi ounoapproxieingly opoenaed to Ehnt Jeantieon,

11 iz net aurpertad in vhele or in rert by Lho tax Tayers

ard altizens nf ftwe oul of the thrac condideteo narad in dhe bildl.

Y

vegrt An any othar city in the Binte

I8 hag ne o fiventlyn
eutalda o7 the olty in whioh the plan waae nriginnted,

It han heen deawn to aorve o Srdvnte and aelfish purpoag
fnatond of soreing & =ublic nopespity and the gonernl good.

It wrohibitn by itn torms (shich remaixe » bond of A100,000
from ths eandidats vasalving the sopond hichast ruwebor of vehon)
any Tinal alnotion to Aanidn tra Jeantion by a maderity vete nf
the pentla of the ftate.

Tt lnayan avary 1loot hele oran fer ap appasi to the hiirher
peursn af the damd on auestiens invelwing the rights of the Fodereld

cion, feotiennl dippeonnion

"

Govornnsns, ond insuree yasya of L1V

and ecivil cempebiom thpt =iil »elerd fho preoth of the fiete, Injure

and dastyroy the sorrercinl devalovment cnd rroorarit of ite lerding
¥ i k4 B

pnat «313 Bring shore and fgnopiny on tre ftete end its oltirene
from whish thay gonnet wapovsr in » decnig.
A11 the aitizens of Shagnes worwtisnte ite nalfish »nd unfsie
pregizions and will onnose Ibn ranssdgd.
SUATEYR EXROUTIVE OOMMITTER,

Ry 1y Fa Baravman
ghan, F. Borrett Thoireni.

Suarstnry.




REPLY TQ ARGULENT AGAILST IHITIATIVE PETITION

NO' -

The statement in the Argument Tor Guthrie
thet the prevision of the Enabling Act, relating te
the locaticn of the Capitsl, was zdspizd by Bectiens
492 and 497 of the State Consiitutlen, is untrua and
wag made to decelve the veters.

The Genventien compliad with the renquire-
ments of the Enabling Act, and put inte the Constituticn
Preuwibition:in:Indian Territory, sni ceriain other
proviéiens, =nd  they wers ratified hy the vote of the
reeple., Buti these 1id net izeclude the location of the
Capital Decmuse ithe Tnabling Act 2i4 not require it,

The Coenstitution which was approved by the
Presid@nt'le@veelthg location of the Capital to the
People, /- <~

All Enabling Acte Tor ths admissicn ef New
States are famperary meagures, and in cesefcf Permoli

Qg
v, Mupiqipality, 3 How, lleA‘Eaﬁanaba vs. Chiesge, LV
Ottp: 48f, »nd feour other cases, the United States
Supreme Court neld that thelr proviesicns sre =breguted
and repesled whan the States are admitted, unlees con-
;E?Qged in force by the State Censtitution; that

"Raquallity eof Censtitutional right and

Bower 1s the cenditicn ‘et all the Siztes

of the Unlen, cld and new,"

In theééfﬁnrt to lepate the Capital, the
highest attribute of sovaraignty guaranieed &6 avery
voier by the Qkiahouws Constitutien i1s inveked., Guiaris's

cententicon is an srgument zgainst the Initiative and Refl-

erendun,




The criticiem egainst ithe Legielature for
alleged excessive spprepriaticns ls noet an argument
against the leocatien of the Capital by veie ¢f the
pecple. Thieg pewer has bheen exercised by the veters
of all the Stetes, and the veters ¢f Oklahoma hyve the
same poewsr in this subject as ine veters in the cther
Sta"{:éé‘a.

Ths argurent fer Guthrie stsates that the
bill initiszted sttempis to lecste the Capitsl oépgeéms
dicteted by cne candidate, snd that it permits a com-
wissicn of town~let bocmers toAselect the gite fer the
Capltal end erent toe CJepiicl building., This is & gress
micstatenment of tbe faects, but it is cherscteristic of
Guthriets afiitule upen 811 public matiers since the
Constitutienal Cenventicn wss crganized, ahd against
the Stete Administrsticn,

The Bill inltiated is fair in every partice
uwlar. It is an sppeal to the %ntel]igence and patrict-
ige ¢f the veters ¢f the State te detarmine whzther or
net they will now permenently lccate the State Capital,
&nd whether it shall remsin 2t Guthrie, the sﬁgmégfy
in this State whose svery energy has hesn erresed to
Statehcord and the crgenlzstlcn and pregress of the State
JGovernment, It provides for the scquieiticn of net teo

“exceed twe thcusand scres c¢f land, B% er netuto excesd
fiVQ*miles‘from*ihefﬁi%y3itfwn or rlace which the voters
select as the Capitsl, =nd that & perticn ¢f the land
selected shall be set apart for the Capitol and such cthar
instituticns as may be loceted toereon, snd {hat the
remainder shall be subdivided inte lets end blocks and

dm
geld te creste a fund te rejmburse the State fer the meney

aprropriated for Capitel purpoeses.
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Elections of 1910
SPECIAL ELECTION

June 11, 1910 N//

STATE QUESTION NO. 15 INITIATIVE PETITION NO. 7

The gist of the proposition is as follows:

"A  proposition to permanently locate . State Capitol; Creating
Commission of three to be appointed by Governor, January 1, 1911, or
sooner; defines powers and duties; appropriates six hundred thousand
dollars to purchase not to exceed two thousand acres; State to be
reimbursed from sale of 1lots; Capitol fund created therefrom; Board may
exercise power of eminent domain.

Said Commission and School Land Commission to appraise value of lands
and 1improvements separately. Makes Oklahoma City, Guthrie and Shawnee
candidates; Provides for others by petition.

Proposed separately to determine questions; (1) Shall Capitol be
located, and (2) Where." _

(6 T X T R REREE R 96,448
[T F A R R 64,522

ACT ADOPTED.
2 T 11111 o - R R EEEER 31,301
Oklahoma City.....oovevinenirenconnranreoaasss 96,261
AWM.+« ot v evevncannrscoronsonsasasssnasanses 8,382

Oklahoma City's majority....cvevurieerennnnaererronneecinennnns 56,578




(S‘tatjﬁstion—lnitia&ive Petition No.. . /2 o)

pin,
i

A BILL ENTITLED
An Act

PROVIDING FOR THE PERMANENT LOCATION OF THE CAPITAL OF THE
STATE OF OKLAHOMA, CREATING A BOARD OF CAPITOL COMMISSION-

KRS AND DEFINING ITS POWERS AND DUTIES, AND MAKING AN APPRO-
PRIATION.

| (et aections. Ly Tk Gy s it
| 7en >8Z79/0 ot T3P 2 Do e S
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