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¥hereas, employee stock ownership plans (ESOPs) have been established in approximately
10,000 companies in the United States, employing 10.3 million people; and

¥hereas, employee ownership aids in creating and retaining jobs in our state; and

¥hereasg, employee stock ownership plans are employer-funded retirement programs that allow
workers to accumulate significant amounts of capital stock in the businesses where they are
employed; and

¥hereas, employee ownership has become a powerful incentive for Americans to make the
best of their talents at work, thus strengthening the competitive potential of our state’s
businesses; and

¥hereas, employee-owned firms boast an impressive record of benefiting their employees,
their customers and their communities;

o, Therefore, J, Mary Fallin, Gobernor, do hereby proclaim October 2016 as

“Employee ®wnership Mont]

in the state of Oklahoma.
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