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¥hereas, in 1905, a school for African American children was built on the east
side of Checotah, Oklahoma, in a “black enclave” known as Ragtown/Happy
Hollow by the African American settlers; and

Phereas, in 1936, the iconic Douglas Grade School was constructed by the WPA
(Works Progress Administration) and is still standing today; and

¥Phereas, during segregation, the school provided education for African
American children; and

Phereasg, many former students of Douglas Grade School have made and
continue to make lasting contributions to their local communities, our state and our

nation; and

¥Phereas, on May 25, 2015, Douglas Grade School alumni will gather in
Checotah to commemorate the 110" anniversary of that little school on the east
side of town and celebrate the impending 80" anniversary of the establishment of

Douglas Grade School;

o, therefore, I, Marp Fallin, Gobernor, do hereby proclaim May 257,
2015 as

“Bouglags Grade School Alumni Bap” .

in the state of Oklahoma.
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