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¥Phereas, a longtime advocate for access to healthcare, the March of Dimes
Foundation is a pioneer in improving the health of infants, and women of childbearing
age, by preventing birth defects, premature births and infant mortality; and

Phereag, in 2003, the March of Dimes launched a campaign to address the crisis of
premature birth and help families have full-term, healthy babies. They authored the
Prematurity Research Expansion and Education for Mothers who deliver Infants Early

(PREEMIE) Act, which Congress has enacted; and

Phereas, the March of Dimes has set a goal of reducing preterm births to 9.6 percent
.in every state by 2020; and

¥Phereas, the March of Dimes sponsors numerous programs to support healthy
pregnancies and infants, such as efforts to prevent early elective deliveries and the

NICU Family Support program, and

Pot, therefore, ¥, Mary FFallin, Governor, do hereby proclaim April 15%, 2015,

as

“March of Bimes Adbocacy Bay”

in the state of Oklahoma and urge our citizens to support efforts to give every child a
healthy start in life.
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