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OKLAHOMA SECRETARY

Wherens, Oklahioma’s minonity enterprises and minority entrepreneurs play a critical role in our state’s economic
well-being; and

N[‘gma.s, our state’s culture is richer because of our diversity; and

Whereas, the size and scope of Oklahoma’s minority enterprises are as diverse as the people who invest their time
and talent in creating and sustaining businesses that serve the needs of our citizens and the global market place;
and

Mherens, nearfy 17 percent of Oklahoma’s businesses are owned and operated by minority business owners directly
employing approximately 57,000 workers who generate over $8.6 billion in gross receipts; and

" Whereas, Rural Enterprises of Oklahoma, Inc. (REI Oklahoma)works closely with the Minority Business
Development Agency and is the operator of the MBDA Business Center — Native American & Alaska Native
program to enhance minority owned businesses in Oklahoma; and

Ml;trw, on August 29, 2013, REI ORlahoma will host the Minority Enterprise Development Week awards
program in Catoosa, Oklakioma to celebrate and recognize the outstanding achievements of minority entrepreneurs
based on the economic impact their businesses fave had on our great state;

Nofu, therefore, 3, Mary Fallin, Governor of the State of Olafioma, do hereby proclaim August 26 through
August 30, 2013 as

“ Minority Enferprise Bevelapment Week”

in the state of OKlafioma.
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