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Mherens, in Okfafioma, mental disorders are the third leading cause of chronic disease behind onfy pufmonary conditions and
Fypertension and more prevalent than heart disease, diabetes, cancer and stroke. Oklahoma ranks second in the nation for the
number of adults who reported experiencing serious psychological distress over the past year. This represents more than
380,000 Okfafiomans with over 14% of the adult population; and

Wlierens, the average fifespan of Oklahiomans with untreated befiavioral fiealth issues is still far shorter than that of all other
Okfafiomans. Okfafioma jumped from 13% to 8% in the nation for rates of suicide; and

Mlyerens, Oklahoma is considered a national leader in “telepsychiatry” and through the OKlahoma Telefiealth Network,
Okfafiomans who were once unable to receive services due to geographical; economic or workforce barriers are now able to
recerve the care they desire. Okfafioma served as a modelfor 21 states that are developing telemedicine networky for
behavioral fiealth services; and

‘ Wherens, it is essential to eliminate dispanities in mental health by promoting well-being for all, regardless of race, ethnicity,
sexual onientation, gender identity, language, place of residence or age and ensure equity of access, delivery of services and
improvement of outcomes. Through public and private partnership, we must develop and implement policy which reduces
barriers to access, improves community outreach and engagement, and ensures culturally and finguistically competent care to
diverse communities; and

Mherens, community mobilization of resources is needed to educate, advocate for, and train mental health providers to help

remove barriers to treatment of mental disorders. Access to mental fiealth treatment and services is of paramount importance;
Nut, therefore, 3, Mary Fallin, Governor of the State of Oklakhoma, do hereby proclaim the month of July, 2012 as

“ Minority Mental Health Apsareness Moxth”

in the state of Okfahoma.
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