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Mlherens, 2012 has been designated the “International Year of the Cooperatives”; and

Mlherens, cooperatives are member-owned and controlled businesses that operate for the mutual benefit of members
and for more than a century fiave been a vital part of the Oklafioma and the world economies; and

Mherens, cooperattves operate in every county in Oklahoma and across all sectors of the Oklahoma and U.S.
economies and include agricultural, financial] credit, energy, telecommunications, food distribution and retailing,
childcare, purchasing, housing, and healthcare cooperatives; and

Mhyecens, cooperative businesses provide jobs, contribute to the local and global economy, and enfiance the quality
of life for those in our individual communities, our state, throughout the country and around the world; and

" Mherexs thiere are more than 29,000 cooperatives in the United States, which generate 2 million jobs, contribute
to the V.S. economy with annual sales of $652 billion and possess assets of $3 trillion; and

Mllyerens ¢he Oklafioma Agricultural Cooperatives Council, Oklahoma Association of Electric Cooperatives, and
the Credit Union Association of ORlahoma are statewide trade associations dedicated to serving the needs of their
member cooperatives; and

Whereas worldfwide, over 800 million people are members of cooperatives and Okfahoma cooperative members
serve a combined constituency of more than 1.5 million people;

Nofu, therefore, 3, Mary Fullin, Governor of the State of OKlafioma, do hereby proclaim 2012 as

“Year of Qooperatines”

in the State of ORlahoma.
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