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Mhyerens, Reach Out and Read was founded in 1989 by pediatricians in an effort to promote early child
development and pediatric care by providing advice to parents on reading aloud and giving children culturally and
developmentally appropriate books to take home after each pediatric visit; and

Wlherens, by integrating books into standard pediatric visits, pediatricians help promote speaking and written
language skills in young children that will increase the [ikelihood of school readiness; and

Blyerens, cach year nearty one million children are born into poverty and these low-income children face many
obstacles for a healthy growing environment, including growing up without access to books; and

MWlgerens, Reach Out and Read Oklakhoma currently fias forty-four program sites located in Okfakoma, serving
approximately 35,000 low-income children ages six months to_five years, and distributed over 30,000 new age
- appropriate books; and

Myecens, Reach Out and Read Oklakoma is committed to maKking sure every child enters school ready to learn;

Nofu, therefore, 3, Mury Kallin, Governor of the State of Oklahoma, do fereby proclaim the week of September
26 through September 30°%, 2011 as

“Rarly Clildlpood Awareness Meek”

in the State of OKlafioma.
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