OFFICE OF

No.  SB1706
THE GOVERNOR
STATE OF OKLAHOMA
OKLAHOMA CITY, OKLA., /Q/D(“ NI~ L2018,

TIME SIGNED: 3' 3O PN

TO THE HONORABLE PRESIDENT PRO TEMPORE
AND MEMBERS OF THE OKLAHOMA SENATE
SECOND SESSION OF THE

FIFTY THIRD OKLAHOMA LEGISLATURE

ENROLLED SENATI BILL NO. 1706:

This is to advise you that on this date, pursuant to the authority vested in me by Section 11 of Article VI of the Oklahoma
Constitution to approve or object to legislation presented to me, 1 have VETOED Senate Bill 1706.

Senate Bill 1706 creates the “Oklahoma Drug-Endangered Children’s Alliance Board”. The thirteen members of this Board have
been charged with providing oversight for the six regional drug-endangered children’s groups which presently exist.

The State of Oklahoma currently has hundreds of agencies, boards, and commissions. One of my focuses since taking office has
been to streamline government and to create a more efficient, effective, and accountable state government,

At this time when we are working hard to limit the size of Oklahoma's government, it is duplicative to establish a group that
recreates a collaboration which already exists. The OKDHS, ODMHSAS, OCCY & OBNDD, among others, are already
working diligently to identify solutions to protect children, prevent substance abuse, and treat those already addicted.

As Governor, I understand the need to coordinate the efforts of the six regional groups and to standardize guidelines and
procedures utilized when a drug-endangered child is encountered in our system. Therefore, | have discussed these concerns with
the Commissioner of Mental Heallh and Substance Abuse Services, Terri White, and have directed Commissioner White to begin
taking steps to address these concerns,

Furthermore, Senate Bill 1706 does not create a sunset date for this Board, Sunset provisions prompt government officials to
consistently re-assess whether a board or commission is benefitting the citizens of this State. In addition, this bill creates a Board
which falls under the executive branch but lacks representation of gubernatorial appointments.

Senate Bill 1706 is not consistent with my commitment to reducing the sizc of state government and is duplicative.

BY THE GOVERNOR OF THE STATE OF OKLAHOMA
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