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TO THE HONORABLE PRESIDENT PRO TEMPORE
AND MEMBERS OF THE OKLAHOMA SENATE
SECOND SESSION OF THE

FIFTY SECOND OKLAHOMA LEGISLATURE

ENROLLED SENATE BILL NO. 2163:

This is to advise you that on this date, pursuant to the authority vested in me by Section 11 and
12 of Article VI of the Oklahoma Constitution to approve or object to legislation presented to
me, | have VETOED Senate Bill 2163. While I support and signed into law the 2009 tort reform
bill and the provision establishing a health care indemnity fund, this legislation is not consistent
with the agreement that created the original reform measure, is not in the best interest of the state
of Oklahoma and its citizens and is constitutionally flawed. Specifically, paragraph E of Section
1 of the bill authorizes legislative leaders and the attorney general to personally intervene and
present evidence in cases involving the indemnity fund, thereby unfairly tipping the scales of
justice against the average citizen who is on the opposing side of the case. Under the U.S.
Constitution, every person is guaranteed equal treatment under the law, and nowhere is that
treatment more important than in our justice system. This legislation is unfair to the citizens of
this state and unconstitutional under the laws of the land.
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