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TO THE HONORABLE PRESIDENT PRO TEMPORE
AND MEMBERS OF THE OKLAHOMA SENATE
SECOND SESSION OF THE

FIFTY SECOND OKLAHOMA LEGISLATURE

ENROLLED SENATE BILL NO. 2052:

This is to advise you that on this date, pursuant to the authority vested in me by Section 11 and
12 of Article VI of the Oklahoma Constitution to approve or object to legislation presented to
me, I have VETOED Senate Bill 2052. Senate Bill 2052 seeks to implement a major, complex
policy shift in the administration and operation of the state’s health insurance and benefits
program for teachers and state employees. Despite the scope of the proposed changes, the final
draft of this 289-page bill was not revealed to state legislators or other stakeholders until the final
hours of the legislative session. While supporters’ goals of an improved systern and more
manageable costs are laudable and desireable, there is no supporting evidence to confirm that SB
2052 would accomplish those goals and there are legitimate concerns that it might actually create
a less responsive system with less manageable costs. For such a sweeping policy change to be
enacted into law, it must be thoroughly researched and debated throughout the four-month
session with all stakeholders at the table, not unveiled and passed in the hectic and often chaotic
final moments before adjournment.
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