OFFICE OF

No. _ HJR 1054
THE GOVERNOR
STATE OF OKLAHOMA

OKLAHOMA CITY, OKLA., Q.V / { .ZO_LO

TIME SIGNED: : ). I ' TM
TO THE HONORABLE SPEAKER OF THE HOUSE

AND MEMBERS OF THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
SECOND SESSION OF THE
FIFTY SECOND OKL,LAHOMA LEGISLATURE

ENROLLED HOUSE JOINT RESOLUTION NO. 1054:

This is to advise you that on this date, pursuant to the authority vested in me by Section 11 and
12 of Article VI of the Oklahoma Constitution to approve or object to legislation presented to
me, 1 have VETOED House Joint Resolution 1054. By directing Oklahoma to file one lawsuit
and take other actions that will result in another being filed against the state , HIR 1054 exposes
Oklahoma taxpayers to costly and unnecessary legal bills at a time when they can least afford
them. Tirst, there is no need for Oklahoma to join a costly pending legal battle over federal
health care reform when other states have atready taken the actions necessary to put the issue
before the courts, Oklahoma's participation will not increase the chances of success and will
simply cost the state much-needed resources during a historic budget crisis. Second, by
essentially stating that Oklahoma will not abide by new federal health care laws, HIR 1054
invites legal action against the state in a case it cannot win. No state has the authority to
selectively ignore {ederal laws of its choosing, and any attemnpt to do so will be ruled
unconstitutional by the courts, but not before a costly legal battle. Finally, this measure could
jeopardize future federal funding for critical health care programs on which many Oklahomans
currently rely. In the final analysis, HIR 1054 will not affect the administration of federal health
care reform or assist supporters or opponents of the federal legislation. Tt will simply trigger an
exercise in legal futility that results in a hefiy bill for Oklahoma taxpayers and the potential loss
of federal funding for important health care programs currently in place.
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